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PREFACE 

TN tis thrilling narrative of the Moscow campaign of 
1812, Eugene Labaume Bays of Napoleon that he will 

be for historians the riddle of the human heart. 
But there is a greater enigma connected with hia 

career, and that is the growth and persistency of the 
t-j " Napoleonic Legend," which is baaed upon an imaginary 
'"' Napoleon that has no foundation in fact ; a Napoleon 
3- drawn by himself, without the least resemblance to the 
~ real man. 

f\, This fancy portrait, limned at St. Helena, depicts 
^ him as brimful of benevolence ; the representative of 

liberalism ; the emancipator of enslaved peoples ; 

the sworn foe of despots ; the regenerator of Europe ; 

who was perpetually ingeminating peace, but whose 

pacific aspirations were continually thwarted by the 

Satanic machinations of the European Powers, prompted 

by the arch enemy of "enlightenment" — ^England. 
In spite of the fact that every action of his life con? 

tradicts these impudent assertions, the beUef in them 
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still floiuishes with a vigour as great as when they were 
first promulgated. It has been said that faith can re- 
move moimtains, but the tenacity of the Napoleonic 
superstition shows that nothing can move faith. 

The claim of Napoleon to be called " great " can 
only be admitted if we accept Fielding's dictum that 
greatness consists in bringii^ all manner of mischief 
on mankind. If, on the other hand, greatness means 
nobility of character ; the desire unselfishly to pro- 
mote hiunan happiness ; permanence of achievement ; 
judgment in conceiving vast designs ; moderation and 
justice in success, and dignity and resignation in mis- 
fortune, then never had any human being less title to 
the distinction than Napoleon Bonaparte. 

Nothing shows more conclusively the hollowness of 
Napoleon's claim to greatness than the facts narrated 
in the following pages. Those who play for high stakes 
should know how to lose with a good grace. For years 
Napoleon had been deposing kings with contempt 
for their rights and feelings ; but when, in the turn of 
the great roulette of Fortune, he was served in the same 
manner, he displayed all the petty spitefulness of a 
mihtant suffragette. It has recently been suggested 
that our wikl women should be deported to St. Helens. 
The genius loci certainly makes it a fitting place of 
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PREFACE 9 

exile, and they would only have to Btady the per^ 
fonnances of Las Gases and his " god " at Longwood, 
to become adepts in the congenial sport of tonnenting 
theii custodians. 

/ It is curious to reflect that Xapoleon not only bioo^t 
untold misery upon mankind during his lifetime, but 
that even the grave did not end his pow^ for nuBchi^. 
It was the bnnging bock of his remains from St. Helena 
that rekindled the flre of Bonapartiam in France ; and 
led to the downfall of the July monarchy, thus opening 
the way to the Second Empire, which fittingly ended 
at Sedan, as the first had ended at Waterloo. 

The world is still reapii^ the harvest of evil which 
Napoleon sowed. His cruel and ruthless treatment of 
Prussia after the battle of Jena, and his creation of 
the Confederation of the Rhine under French control, 
originated that bitter hatred between the French and 
German nations, which still ^sts in all its rank malig- 
nity, and is the res! cause of tJie ^lormous annamenta 
which are draining the resources of the European peo- 
ples at the present day. Moreover, the worship of mere 
brute force — ^the glorification of might against right — 
which m at the bottom of Kapoleonolatry, has created 
the bastard impeoialiBm which is one of the curses of 
ouz time. The menace of Socialism is also ultimately 
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due to tliis form of devil-woTship. GioamDg under 
the weight of a gigantic war expenditure in a time of 
univetsal peace, the masaea are driven to look for a 
remedy for thdr intolerable evils in schemes which 
strike at the very root of civilized society. Every 
country in Europe, impoverished through this fearful 
bbod-tax, is seething with disaffection to the existii^ 
order, and in the German Reichstag Socialism is now 
represented by the most numerous party in that body, 
the mandatories of over four million Socialist voters. 

This cuise of militarism threatens even to invade 
our own shores, and an influential party is busily at 
work seeking to transform this ancient maritime mon- 
archy, with all its proud traditions of individual liberty, 
into a military empire. Should this attempt succeed, 
and our country be at the same time saddled with the 
curse of " protection " to industry, Socialism, which 
flourishes on the misery of the masses, will advance 
by leaps and bounds, and become as great a menace 
to civilized society here as it now is in Continental 
countries. 

France has suffered more from the sinister influence 
of Napoleonism than any other nation, and yet she has 
enclosed the body of her evil genius in a gorgeous and 
fittingly theatrical tomb. The fact recalls Burke's 
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observatioD on the temples erected by tlie natives of 
India to Warren Haatings— he 8sw no reason for aaton- 
isbment. He knew the Hindoos erected shrines not 
only to the benignant deities of light and plenty, but 
also to the fields who preside over smallpox and murder. 
It would be ovei-sanguine to suppose that those 
who admire the murderer of the Due d'Er^bien and 
the deaolator of Europe will be influenced by the petti- 
ness and paltry malignity dispUyed by their hero at 
Longwood. But at all events it is well that the 6ction 
of England's perfidy and Lowe's bmtahty should once 
again be shattered, and that some reparation should 
be made for the grievous injustice that an honourable 
Englishman has suSered from the libels of unscrupulous 
partisaus. 

T. D. P. 
12, Tenby Uaitsion's, 
NoinKGHAM Stbeet, 
London, W. 
May, 1913. 
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ST. HELENA 



THE SUBBENDEB 

/\N the night of the 18th of June, 1815, Napoleon 
^^ fled from the field of Waterloo, as he had befoie 
fled from Egypt, from Bussia, from Leipzig. He left 
the mangled lemains of the flower of the finest anny 
he ever commanded on the slopes of Mont St. Jean ; 
and foTcing his way through the panic-stricken hoide 
which alone remained of it, hastened back to Faiis.^ 
The game was up. The whole colossal edifice which 
had been erected by violence and cemented with blood 
during a period of nearly twenty years had fallen with 
a crash. It was a final and irreparable catastrophe. 
In 1814 he had been forced to abdicate, but the outlook 
waa not then hopeless. In 1816 his downfall was 
complete ; there was no posdbihty of stemming, even 

> Memorud de Ste. HQine. Laa Casee. Ed. 1823, Vol. i, 
part 1, pp. 15-25. 

15 
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16 THE REAL MARTYR OF ST. HELENA 

lot a moment, the inroBli of the inyading flood ; a de- 
fensive campaign in Fiance like that of the pievions 
yeai was impossible ; for theie was no aimy witib which 
to fight it. The only thing Idt for the defeated despot 
was to provide for his own safety. 

He abdicated once more, and on the 25th of June 
qtutted Paris for Malmaison. After having vainly 
ofEered his services to the Provisional Government aa 
a " simple citizen at the head of the troops," he found 
his retreat becoming unsafe, and left for Rochefort, 
with the idea of saihng thence for the United States of 
Arnica. 

* He arrived at Rochefort on the 3rd of July, where 
he was met by his brother Joseph, Las Cases, Monthoton, 
Qouigaud and Bertiand, and various plans were dis- 
cnssed for getting him away from France. It was 
proposed to smuggle Tiim out in a Danish merchant 
vessel ; to force a passive with two French frigates 
lyii^ in the roads, and even to retire into the interior 
and inai^nrate a guerilla warfare against the aUied 
armies. All these ideas were abandoned. An English 
squadron was cruising vigilantly ofi the coast, making 
any attempt to escape by sea hopeless, and even Napo- 
leon had had enough of fighting. The only alter- 
native was Burroider, and it became then a question as 
to which of the Powers was likely to treat him most 
indulgently, 

» Miniorvd de 8l«. HUkie, vol. i, part 1, pp. 27-36. 
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THE SURBENDEB 17 

Of the foui, thtee of them had hod quite recent ex- 
perieoce of the lealitiea of a French invasion ; and 
had seen theii capitals oecupied by French armies. 
Moscow had been deetioyM, and Prussia had been dis- 
membered. Blucher had uttered dire threats of how he 
would treat Napoleon if ever he fell into his hands. 
Alexander, with the recollection of 1812 fresh upon 
him, was likely to provide him with an allotment in 
Siberia, and Francis, who had not only seen his capital 
twice occupied, but had been obhged to sacrifice his 
daoghter to the Corsican parvenu, would probably 
have given Ih'tti lodgings in Spielberg. England alone 
had had no first-hand experience of the capacity of a 
French army for lust and rapine. Her command of 
the sea had saved her from such horrors. It was there- 
fore likely that she would give him better terms than 
any o£ the other Powers ; and moreover^ her ships were 
in the ofi^g, and afiorded a ready asylum for the fallen 
despot. There was, in any case, no time to be lost, for 
if he remained much loi^r in France his personal 
safety would be in danger, either from his fickle quondam 
subjects, or from the restored Bourbons, and theii 
allies. 

^ In these circumstances the Count de Las Cases was 
sent to interview Captain Maitland of the Betlerfyphon. 
The envoy asked Maitland if he had received a safe- 

' Memorial de 8U. H^ine, vol i. part I, pp. 28-36. 
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18 THE REAL MARTYR OF ST. HELENA 

conduct from the Biitish GrOTemment for Napoleoo's 
departure for the United States. The reply was in 
the negative, Captain Maitland adding that if the 
French frigates attanpted to sail they would be attacked 
by the English squadron. Las Cases was told that 
Napoleon could, if he hked, be taken to England, and 
that in such event, he would have no cause to fear ill- 
treatment at the hands of the Govenunent, With this 
Las Cases returned to his master, and fresh conferences 
were held on the situation. 

On the I4th of July Las Cases had a second inter- 
view with Maitland, who told him that if Napoleon 
wished to embark at once for England he was author- 
ized to conduct him thither. He added as his private 
opinion — and this was confirmed by several other cap- 
tains present at the interview — that he had no doubt 
that Kapoleon would receive in England all the con- 
sideration which he could reasonably expect ; that 
the Prince Regent and his ndnisters were not endowed 
with the arbitrary authority prevailing on the Con- 
tinent ; and that the British people were imbued with 
a generous sentiment and a liberality of opinion superior 
to the sovereign himself. Las Cases rephed that he 
would report to the Emperor the substance of this 
conversation, and that he knew Napoleon well enough 
to think that he would not be averse from reposing confi- 
dence in England, in order to obtain there facilities 
for continuing his journey to the United States. He 
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then eiilai^;ed npon the possibility of Napoleoo 
continviing the struggle, from which he only shrank 
owing to his honor of shedding blood ; and upon his 
"geneiosil^" in abdicating and thus facilitating the 
restoration of peace, and his fiim deteimination to exile 
himself so as to make that peace a lastii^ one. Las 
Cases having repeated that the Empeioi, in view of 
the circnmstanceB, would probably accept Maitland's 
offer to conduct him to England "with a view to 
obtaining there a safe-conduct to America," Maitland 
was careful to reply that it must be clearly understood 
that he could not guarantee the gnmting of such safe- 
conduct, and the interview ended. 

It is necessary that this conference, the account of 
which we have taken from Las Cases' own statement, 
should be carefully kept in mind in view of the sub- 
sequent charges of " perfidy " brought by Napoleon 
against the British Government. There is not the 
shghtest foundation foi such a chaise. It was part 
of the ingenious web of sophistry and mendacity spun 
by Bonaparte during his exile at St. Helena in order 
to justify his pose as a martyr to the craft and treachery 
of England. The reasons advanced by Las Cases for 
his master's surrender are equally baseless. Kapoleon 
gave himself up because he had no alternative, and 
the reluctance to shed blood attributed to a man who 
had been deluging Europe with carnage for some twenty 
years is simply ludicrous. 
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20 THE REAL MARTTB OF ST. HELENA 

In i^aid to these interviews, however, we have a 
much more reliable witness thim the Frenchman, who, as 
we shall presently see, was one of the trickiest and most 
nnscmpoloaa of mortals. Captain (afterwards Bear- 
Admiral) Maitland has given ua his version in his book. 
The Surrender of Napokon, and it is hardly neceasary 
to say that his statements can be accepted with full 
reliance on their truth. 

Dealing with Napoleon's "Protest," dated "On 
board the BeUerophon," 4th of August, 1815, in which 
the Emperor concocts his fable about the " perfidy " 
of England, Maitland says : " On the above I shall 
only observe that no snare had been laid, either on the 
part of His Majesty's Government or mine. I was 
placed before Rochefort for the open purpose of pre- 
venting Bonaparte from making his escape from that 
I port ; and the exertions of myself and those under my 

j command had been so completely successful that the 

; intention of forcing past the ships under my orders, 

j as well as every other plan proposed, of which there 

appear to have been several, were abandoned as utterly 
hopeless. And so far was I from seeking communication 
I with Napoleon, that all the flags of truce proceeding 

from him were strongly reprobated by me as improper, 
except in extraordinary cases, and were only resorted 
to when, as it appears from Lord Keith's letter of the 
23rd of July, orders bod been given for his arrest, and 
\ when (as has since been proved) one or more intimatious 
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bad been given by the officer commanding in lale d'Aix, 
that if he did not depart he would be under the necessity 
of detaining him. Brides, it is now perfectly ascer- 
tained that the determinatioii of repairing to England 
was adopted at a consultation held by Bonaparte on 
the night of the 13th of July, when his letter to the 
Prince B^ent was written, and Messra. Las Gases and 
Lallmande were sent on the mormng of the 14th to 
discover if I would receive him on board the BdH^opkon 
and convey him to that country. 

" On the morning of the 6th of August, when walking 
the deck with Monsieur Las Gases, he for the first time 
mentioned that he understood me to have assured him 
that the Emperor woxdd be well received in England, 
and allowed to reside there, I lepbed, ' I cannot concave 
how yon conhl so far misunderstand me, as I constantly, 
in my conmimiications with you, stated that I could 
make no promises whatever : that I thought my orders 
would bear me out in receiving him on board, and con- 
veying him to England; but even in doing that, I 
acted very mnch upon my own responsibility. You 
qnestioned me frequently as to my private opinion, 
and as I was quite ignorant upon the snbject, I could 
only say I had no reason to believe he would be ill re- 
ceived.' It did not, however, require my assistance 
to raise the hopes of those about Bonaparte respect- 
ing the manner in which he was to be received in Eng- 
land ; as one of his followers, on the passage home, 
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aaked me if I thought the Prince B«gent would confer 
the order of the Garter upon him." 

Maitland goes on to say that Las Cases, in his inter- 
viewB, concealed the fact that he spoke English, which 
could, says the sailor, only have been with the ohject 
of throwing >>ini oS his guard, eo that advantage might 
be taken of any expressions that fell from huu or the 
other Ejnglish officers present, in their imperfect French. 
Even after he was on board the Bellerophon with Napo- 
leon, Las Cases continued the same deceit, aSecting not 
to he able to speak English, although able to read it. 
But Maitland soon after discovered the tricky French- 
man's duplicity, for in a letter received from an officer 
of the Nortkuniberla/nd the writer said ; " I do not 
know whether Las Cases ever let you know he could 
speak English ; but this I can assure you, that he 
speaks it very near as well as Madame Bertrand, and 
can hold a conversation, or maintain an argmuent in 
it, with as much fluency as she can." 

Las Cases shortly afterwards descended to a lower 
depth of meanness, which is thus recorded by Mait- 
land ; " On the morning of the 7th of August, 1815, 
Count Las Cases made an application to me for per- 
mission to wait on Lord Eelth, having a communication 
to make to him. I, in consequence, went to hb lord- 
ship, and obtained leave to send him. When the Ad- 
miral «ame on board the Bdlerophon 'm the forenoon 
to attend Bonaparte in his removal to the Northumber- 
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Uwd, he infonited me that Mousieur Las Cases had le- 
preseoted to him I had promised Bonaparte should be 
well received in England and allowed to remain there." 
Maitland was naturally disgusted at this mean attempt 
to get him into hot water with the authorities, and 
when saying good-bye to De Montholon took occasion 
to express his indignation. "I feel much hurt," he 
said, " that Comit Las Cases should have stated to Lord 
Kdth that I had promised Bonaparte should be well 
received in England, or indeed made promises of any 
sort. I have endeavoured to conduct myself with 
integrity and honour throughout the whole of this 
transaction, and therefore cannot allow such an asser- 
tion to go imcontradicted." " Oh," replied De Montho- 
lon, " Las Cases negotiated this business ; it has turned 
out very difierently from what he and all of us expected. 
He attributes the Emperor's situation to himself, and 
is therefore desirous of giving it the best countenance 
he can." 

Thus we see that this man was capable of seeking to 
extricate himself from an unpleasant position by gross 
misrepresentations of his conversations with Maitland, 
utterly regardless of the injury he might inflict upon 
a gallant and unsuspecting officer, from whom he had 
received the greatest kindness and consideration. We 
shall find, as we proceed with our story, that this was 
merely the beginning of a course of conduct which he 
pniBued to the very last day of his residence at St. 
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Helena, and which stamps him ae a person uttoily devoid 
of truth and honour so far as his connection with 
Napoleon is concerned. 

To resume the thread of our nartative. On the en- 
voy's return a council waa held and various plans 
were discussed. Escape in the Danish ship was dis- 
carded as impracticable, and it was decided that the 
blockade by the British squadron made escape in the 
frigates equally impossible. The only altematlveH 
appeared to be to embark on a civil war or accept the 
ofier of Captain Maitland. It was resolved to adopt 
the last-named coiuse, on the ground that on board 
the Bdleropkon Napoleon would be on British territory, 
and the English Government would be bound from that 
moment by the laws of hospitality, held sacred even by 
barbarous peoples. He would, moreover, find himself 
under the protection of the laws of England, and the 
British nation would have too much regard for their 
reputation not to seize with avidity this opportunity 
for displaying their magnanimity. To clinch the 
matter from this artless (or artful) standpoint. 
Napoleon wrote the following letter to the Prince 
Regent : 

* " Your Royal Highness, — 
" Victim of the factions which distract my countay 
and of the hatred of the great powers of Europe, I have 

' Manorial de Ste. H&hte, vol. i. part 1, p. 34, 
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reached the end of my public career. I come, like 
Themistocles, to seat myaeU at the hearth of the British 
people ; I place myeelf under the piotectiou of its laws, 
which I claim from your Royal Highness as the repre- 
sentative of the most powerful, the most persistent, 
and the most generous of my enemies." 

Like all Napoleon's performances, this epistle shows a 
colossal capacity for calcoilsted humbug. It was evi- 
dently written with the object of dduding simpletons 
into a belief in the reahty of his pose of injured innocence. 
Read in the light of bis subsequent conversations at 
St. Helena, it imputes to the British Giovermnent a credu- 
lous simplicity, almost beyond belief. The supreme 
object of his ambition had been to crush England, and 
to attain that object he had not only made war upon 
her by land and sea, but had sought to ruin her commerce 
by means of his " Continental System." It is true 
that the Berlin and Milan decrees only succeeded in 
ruining the consmerce of the nations who had bowed 
beneath his yoke, and that those decrees had been the 
main cause of the general] uprising against his intoler- 
able tyranny. But they were the highest refinement 
of his diabolical hatred of England ; and had taught 
the British people that so long as he had any power for 
mischief left, the island kingdom could hope for no 
security in mind, body or estate. As to seating himself 
at the hearth of the English nation, it was not long 
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since be had threatened this country with an invasion 
which would have blackened every hearth in the land, 
and let loose his devastating hordes to repeat the horrors 
of the Spanish and Moscow campaigns in the " garden 
of England." 

Had the British Government been fools enough to 
be deluded by his impudent appeal, we know from his 
own lips what would have been the consequences. Let 
Las Cases himself speak on this point. " He had a 
secret satisfaction in accepting the hospitality of the 
Bdlerophon. To be in England was to be within 
easy reach of France. He knew, of course, that there 
he would not be entirely a free agent ; but he hoped 
to make himself heard, and besides what chances there 
were in the new direction which he might give to 
events ! " " The English Ministry," he proceeded, " are 
either enemies of their country or sold to the foreigner, 
and they have found my sole personality too dangerous. 
They have come to the conclusion in London that it 
would have been more powerful than the entire Oppo- 
sition ; that they would either have been compelled 
to alter their whole system or resign their places ; and 
to preserve their places they have, with the most abject 
cowardice, sacrificed the true interests of their coun- 
try — the triumph and glory of her laws, the peace of 
the world, the welfare of Europe, the prosperity and 
t^ard of future generations." He was, in fact, to 
settle himself in England, within twenty miles of the 
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Frencli coast, uid there to intrigue with his French 
supporteis, and turn out party system to his own 
account. It was a very pretty arrangement, but 
happily it was too transparent to succeed, and the 
British Government wisely determined to put an end 
for ever to hia career as a disturber oi the peace of the 
world. 

The fact is the Powers of Europe had leamt by this 
time that no reliance whatever was to be placed upon 
any statement that Napoleon might make. To use a 
colloquialism, they had been ' ' fed up " with his violated 
pledges and chronic mendacity, and they were fiiUy 
alive to the necessity of securing the peace of the world 
by securing his person. To have allowed him to seek 
an asylum in the United States of America would only 
have been one degree less daugeroufi than to permit 
him to settle in England. He himself has also in this 
instance disclosed what he would have done had he 
been allowed to take up his abode in America. ' Joseph 
was already established there. He hod managed to 
secure for himself a considerable share of the plunder 
amassed by the Bonaparte family during their long 
course of brigandage. He had purchased a property 
in the State of New York where, Napoleon heard, he 
had gathered around him a considerable number of 
Frenchmen. The situation of this property in the 

I Mimorud d& Ste. Uaine, rot. ii. p. 336. 
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□orthem part of the State appeared to the Empeior to 
have heen chosen by his brother with the doable object 
of showing friendship for the United States and enmity 
to England. It was evident, he said, that it would have 
a natuial attraction for the population of Canada, which 
was lai^ely French, and had still a feeling of hostihty 
towards their British conqnerors. i Joseph's establish- 
ment, he added, would soon be the rendezvous of able 
and influential men. From that centre would issue 
powerful counterblasts in the press against the system 
which had triumphed in Burope ; already at Elba he 
had conceived this idea. Had he succeeded in escaping 
to America, he reckoned on gathering aroimd h'Tn all 
his intimates, and upon having at his disposal some 
forty millions of francs. His residence would thus 
become the nucleus of a national reunion, and of a new 
party. Before the lapse of a year, events in France 
and the rest of Europe would have [grouped aroimd him 
sixty thousand people, the greater number with means, 
ability and knowledge, and his resources would have 
reached a hundred millions. He would have delighted 
in realizing this dream, which would have brought him 
new glory. Continuing, he stated that he could easily 
have got away from France in disguise, but that he 
shrank from this course as beneath his dignity. We 
have seen, however, that he only sunendeied to Mait- 

' Ibid. pp. 337 and 338. 
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land because he foond escape to America impoaaible ; 
and as to the humiliatioii o£ diagnise, the hoUownees of 
this ifl evident from the fact that in 1814, on his journey 
through France to Elba, he stooped to asBTuning the 
great coat and fur cap of the Austrian commiasionei 
to escape the fniy of his quondam subjects. 

Such was the piogiamme which Napoleon sketched 
out for his operations in the United States, had he suc- 
ceeded in escaping thither. A pretty viata of trouble 
fot England in particular, and the world in general, it 
discloses. Fortunately, by this time the Powers had 
become fully alive to the capacity of Napoleon for mis- 
chief ; and of his inexhaustible ingenuity in wrigghng 
out of tight comeia, and turning even his reverses to 
profitable account. They had seen biin apparently lost 
in Egypt, ruined in Russia, and broken at Leipzig, 
and he had surmounted all these disasters and appeared 
again as the sooiurge of mankind. They wisely concluded 
that even Waterloo might not be the end if he were 
still left at large ; and his subsequent disclosures as to 
how he would have schemed and plotted in England or 
the United States to throw Europe once more into the 
seething cauldron of his insatiable ambition fully con- 
firm the wisdom of the course they pursued. 

Napoleon, then, having no alternative but to surrender 
himself to England, went on board the BeUerophon. 
Las Cases asserts that had he known the fate in store 
for him, he would not have taken this step, but enough 
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has been said to show tliat aftw carehilly considering 
the piacticability of all othei cooises, he and his friecds 
had come to the cocclasion that this was the only one 
open to him. 
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mOWAEDS evening on the 24tli of July the Bdlmpim 
anchored in the roads at Torbay, and Maitland at 
once informed Lord Keith, the Admiial commanding 
in the Channel, of the arrival of the distinguifihed pri- 
soner. The water was soon covered with an immense 
crowd of boats, filled with people anxious to catch a 
sight of the redoubtable " Boney," who had been for 
so long the terror of Europe and the inveterate foe of 
their country. The caged lion gratified the sightseers 
by appearing on the bridge, for at that period he had 
not begun to show the persistent ill-temper which he 
afterwards displayed at St. Helena. 

On the 26th orders came to bring him on to Ply- 
mouth, where he arrived at lour o'clock in the after^ 
noon. Here the crowds were kept at bay. Anned 
boats patrolled around the ship and none was allowed 
to approach. Sinister rumours b^an to circulate 
among the French prisoners on the arrival of a special 
courier from London, one of which was that the Emperor 
was to be imprisoned in the Tower, and it was also 
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whispered that the Island of St. Helena was to be his 
destination. 

Napoleon deluded himself with the idea that Ms letter 
to the Prince Regent was tantamount to a conditional 
surrender, and that it would be accepted as such, but 
any dispassionate mind must see that such an idea was 
entirely without foundation. He had been explicitly 
informed by Maitland that his surrender must be made 
unconditionally, and it is obvious that the interpretation 
of such a letter must be as much a matter for the recipient 
as for the writer ; otherwise correspondence of that 
nature would be reduced to a one-sided absurdity, and 
would involve the ridiculous assertion that whatever one 
man proposed another must accept. The Prince R^ent 
never invited the Emperor to write to him at all ; the 
letter was what is vulgarly called a " try-on " on the 
part of the writer, whose cool proposal to seat himself 
at the hearth of the British people the Prince was in 
no way bound to admit. It was mainly on this letter, 
however, that Napoleon founded his charge of treachery 
against the British Government, and the epistle was 
manifestly concocted with that object. 

All doubts as to the Emperor's fate were soon put to 
rest. Lord Keith and a representative of the British 
Ministry were sent to inform Napoleon of the decision. 
He protested that he was the guest of England ; that 
he was in no sense a prisoner ; that he had voluntarily 
placed himself under the protection of English law ; 
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that the sacred laws of hospitality were being violated, 
and that he would never willingly submit to the outrage 
which was being perpetrated upon him. Violence 
alone compelled him to suffer it. 

The following is the substance of the memorandum of 
the British Government which was communicated to 
Napoleon by Lord Keith. 

' As it is desirable that General Bonaparte should 
be acquainted without delay with the intentions 
of the British Grovemment in his regard, your 
lordship will communicate to him the following 
information. 

It would be inconsistent with our duty to our 
coimtry and to His Majesty's allies, to allow 
General Bonaparte to possess the means or oppor- 
tunity to disturb anew the peace of Europe, For 
this reason it becomes absolutely imperative that 
his personal liberty should be restricted so long aa 
that may be necessary to secure this first and aU- 
importaut object. 

The Island of St. Helena has been selected for 
his future residence ; its climate is healthy, and 
its situation will make it possible to treat him with 
more indulgence there than elsewhere, in view of 
the indispensable precautions that it would be 
necessary to adopt to secuie his person. 

> Mlmorial de SU. HSint, vol. i. p. 66. 
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G«neml Bonaparte will be allowed to cliooae 
fiom among those persouB who have accompanied 
him to England, with the exception of Genenls 
Savary and Lallemand, three officeis, who, together 
with his doctor, will be permitted to accompiuiy 
him to St. Helena, and will not be allowed to leave 
the island without the sanction of the Biitiah 
Government. 

Vice-Admiral Sir Geoige Cockburn, who has 
been appointed Commander-in-Chief at the Cape 
of Giood Hope and the adjacent seas, will conduct 
General Bonaparte and his suite to St. Helena, 
and will receive detailed instructions concerning 
the execution of his mission. 

Sir Geoi^e Cockburn will probably be ready to 
start in a few days, which makes it desirable that 
General Bonaparte should select without delay the 
persons who are to accompany him. 

This document presents in a singularly lucid and 
convincing way the situation with which the British 
Ministry found itself faced. Two facts were perfectly 
evident — first, that it was absolutely essential to the 
peace of the world that Napoleon Bonaparte should not 
break loose again. The terrible experience of the last 
twenty years, during almost the whole of which Europe 
had been in a chronic state of anarchy and bloodshed 
from the Mediterranean to the Baltic, and from Moscow 
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to Lisbon, had convinced the civilized woild of that one 
salient fact. It was theiefoie imperative ao to secoie 
the aich-distaiber that his power for mischief should 
be ended once for all. Three courses were possible to 
achieve tiiis end. Bliichei's was the most certain — 
he would have had him shot, hot the Powers sbiank 
from that drastic method. Imprisonment for life in a 
European fortress would have had the disadvantage of 
turning the prison into a centre of intrigue, and besideB, 
there was alwa3rs the possibility of Napoleon emukting 
the evasive performances of a Latnde and effecting his 
escape. The third and most merciful conrae was that 
which was adopted — ^to intern him in some territory far 
beyond the confines of Europe, from which escape would 
be altogether impossible, but where at the same time he 
could be allowed a comparative freedom without jeo- 
pardizing the main object of his detention. 

^ The Island of St. Helena was an ideal spot for such 
a purpose. It is situated in the midst of the vast 
Atlantic, in 15" 55' S. Lat. and 6° 49' 45' W. Long., 600 
miles from the Island of Ascension (the nearest land), 
1,200 miles from the coast of Africa, and nearly 2,000 
miles from that of America. It is about 10| miles 
long and about 6| miles broad, with a mean elevation of 
1,400 ft. When first seen at sea itpieeentethe appear- 
ance of a naked and rugged rock, but upon a nearer 
approach the central eminraices are seen to be clothed 
' OcaOker of Ae World, 
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with verdure. Coming still closer, these heights aie 
concealed from view, and nothing is then beheld bat a 
girdle of inaccessible piecipices, overhanging the ocean 
— some of them exhibiting the most fantastic shapes — 
and others rent down to their base, disclosing enormoos 
chasms. Within half a furlong of land there is a depth 
of from 10 to 12 fathoms, gradually deepening for a 
mile to 28 fathoms, while beyond this the sea is of 
unfathomable depth, and the surf that beats upon the 
shore, especially about Christmas<time, is tiemendoos. 
There are only four practicable landing-places, on the 
principal of which James Town, the seat of government, 
is situated. All of these landing-places weie strongly 
fortified, and every saHent eminence on the island had 
its look-out station. 

St. Helena is unequally divided by a lofty chain of hUIs, 
which runs in a curved direction nearly east and west, 
bending towards the south at each extremity, and from 
which alternate ridges and valleys branch off in various 
directions, but chiefly north and south. In a triangular 
space enclosed between lofty heights, about IJ milee 
in length, and 350 yards broad at its base, lies James 
Town, which presents in its whole appearance a peculiar 
combination of military strength and rural simplicity. 
A fortified line extending from cUfi to cliff, forms the 
anchorage, and is (or was) covered with cannon nearly 
level with the water's edge. Entering the town by a 
drawbridge, and through an arched gateway, Government 
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House, known usoally as " the Castle," is seen onthe left, 
while fronting the gateway is the church. The principal 
street centred ahont forty houses, and the whole town 
about 200. The roads which give access to the interior 
of the island, and which have been formed with in- 
csredible labour, are oairied zig-zag ap the Bides of the 
hills. For two miles nothing but naked sterility and a 
rocky wilderness meet the eye, bat this soon changes 
to wood-clad heights, verdant lawns, cultivated planta- 
tions and handsome little country seats. About three 
miles from the town, at the summit of a hill, is situated 
Plantation House, the Governor's country residence 
It is a handsome, well-built edifice, and the grounds 
have been made by cultivation the most beautiful spot 
in the island. " Longwood," a name which has become 
historic, at about the same distance from James Town, 
is situated on an elevated plain, and has about it some 
1,600 acres of good meadow land. In spite of the 
assertions of Napoleon and his partisans to the con- 
trary, it is pleasantly situated, and the house, usually 
occupied by the Lieutenant-Governor, was by no means 
the squalid hovel described by the French captives. 
From 1808 to 1813 the writer's grandfather, General 
Broughton, was Lieutenant-Governor of St. Helena, 
and the writer's mother was bom at Longwood. She 
always had pleasant recollections of the house, which 
she described as a very comfortable country residence, 
in an agreeable and healthy situation. It was, of couise, 
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pat into thoTongb repair jEoi the reception of t^e Fienoh 
exiles, and considerable additions to it were sabaeqnently 
made. 

It was part of the policy of the French exiles to 
r^resent the Island of St. Helena as a " barren rock," 
bat this is as absolute a fable as the other statements 
concocted by the Longwood romancers. As a matter 
of fact, St. Helena, thoogh, as we have said, presenting 
a forbidding appearance when firat viewed from the 
sea, is one of the most pictareeque, fertile and delightful 
islands in the world. Its soil is exuberant, and its 
geographical situation enables it to prodoc^ two crops 
every year. 

^ Major-Cren^nl Beataon, who was Oovemor frcmi 
1808 to 1813, and who was an agricultural expert of 
great authority and varied experience, has described 
the island in his Trade relative to the Island of St. Helena, 
published in 1816. In the preface to that most inter- 
esting and valuable work, he says that the results of 
his investigationB and expeiimenta were most satis- 
factory, exposing completely the fallacy of the popular 
idea that St. Helena was " a rocky and unproductive 
island, mostly devoid of soil, scantily suppUed with 
water, subject to severe and unusual droughts, abounding 
with rats, and wholly incapable of eztKisive cultiva- 
tion or improvement," and clearly demonstratii^ that 

' Tracts relative to the Idand of St Hdena, Major-GenemI 
AlezAoder Beateon. 
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many parts, so far from being desolate and banen, 
were pie-emineatly futile, and that the islaod in general 
was capable of the highest ixaprovementa, both in tbe 
ooltivatioa of com and all BortB of vegetables, and 
in raiHing valuable plantations of fruit and timber treeo. 

It is a duty as well as a pleasure to record here that 
this broad-minded and enlightened man — ^the best 
Governor that St. Helena ever possessed — not only 
expressed these views, but proved their accuracy by 
bis own actions. He substituted the plough and the 
harrow for the spade, the rake and the hoe in the culti- 
vation of the island, and obtained the services of a practi- 
cal Norfolk farmer to teach the inhabitants the new 
methods. In face of the most dc^ed resistance of those 
he sought to bene&t, who were quite impervious to argu- 
ment and reason, he demonstrated the desirability 
of the "new-fangled innovations," as they were oon- 
t^nptuously called, by his farming operations at Planta- 
tion House, which were zealously supported at Longwood 
by the Lieutenant-Governor, General Broi^ton, until 
accomplished facta converted the most obstinate, and 
the productiveness of the island was enormously increased 
with a coTiesponding increase in the prosperity of the 
inhabitants. 

Not only is St. Helena highly productive, but ita 
residential advantages are quite exceptional. The 
climate is delightful, exempt from the torrid heats of 
equatorial countries, and the bitter frosts of northern 
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climes. * General Beatson describes it as " perhaps 
the mildest and most salabrions in the worid," and he 
adds that invalids from India tesort to the island, some 
of whom have been restored to perfect health after a 
few months' residence. Now, the commonest disorder 
of Anglo-Indians was liver complaint, and yet * Bany 
0'Meara,ha3 the assurance to say that it was " a disease 
extremely prevalent and frequently fatal in the island." 
O'MeaiB, having staked his professional reputation upon 
his di^nosis of Napoleon's malady as chronic hepatitis 
ladnced by the climate of St. Helena, did not hesitate 
to add one he more to the mass of falsehoods embodied 
in his Voice from St. Helena ; but to the unimpeachable 
testimony of Beatson we may add that of an equally 
impartial witness, Walter Henry, who in his EvenU of a 
MUitary lAfe writes as follows : ' " St. Helena is cer- 
tainly a healthy island. During one period of twelve 
months we did not lose one man by disease, out of 
Ave handled of the 66th. Notwithstanding the asser- 
tions of Napoleon's adherents, who had an interest in 
painting the place in as dark colours as they could, I 
must maintain that we had no endemic disease in the 
island." 
The scenery is in places verdant and pastoral, and in 

'- TrcKte rdaiive to the Idand of St. Hdena, Beataon, pp. 
xxziii. and xxiiv, 
' A Yoke from St. Hdena, O'Meara, vol, i. p. 232. 
B Events of a MUiiary Life, Heniy, voL ii, p. 46. 
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otbeiB grand and impressive. Wooded and giassy 
valleys are interspersed with mountainous peaks and 
rocky defiles, so that within its narrow bounds exists 
an evet-changing panorama with which the eye is 
never tiled. 
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i^N the 4th of August the BeUerophon Bailed westward, 
^^ and Napoleon sent to Lord Keith' ^ a pioteet, 
which had been drawn up by Las Cases, against the 
decision of the British Cabinet. This document was an 
amplification of his previous verbal leononstiances. 
It lepeats the fable of his conditional surrender ; asserts 
that he was entrapped, and appeals to history, which 
he says will cover England with infamy for her treachery. 
On the 6th the vessel cast anchor ofi Start Point, 
and shortly afterwards the NorthutrAerland, which was 
to convey him to St. Helena, arrived. Admirals Keith 
and Cockbum came aboard the BeUerophon. The 
latter was in command of the Northumberland, and 
both Admirals had an interview with Napoleon, and 
atMjuiunted him with the instmctionB they had received 
regarding his deportation. An inventory was to be 
made of all the money, notes and diamonds belonging 
to the Emperor and hia suite, who were informed that 
next day they would be deprived of their arms and 
> Mimonal de 8U HSine, vol i. pp. 66, 67. 
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transferred to the Nortkumberltmd. Cockbnin'a instrac- 
tioQB provided for all eventualitiefl. Napoleon's vold- 
ables were to be taken charge of by him, not aa an act 
of confiecation, but to enauie that they were ^not made 
use of to effect the Emperor's escape. The int«%6t oe 
principal was to be applied to his needs, and at his 
discretion, and in the event of his death their disposal 
would be in fbccordajice with his will. The Admiral 
was only to take on board such persons as might express 
theii own desire to accompany the prisoner, and all 
such must be clearly told that they would have to sub- 
mit to the rules provided to ensure Napoleon's sate 
custody. The Emperor was to be informed that if he 
attempted to escape h% would incur the penalty of im- 
prisonment, as well as any of his suite concerned in the 
attempt. All letters addressed to him and to his suite 
were to be handed in the first instance to the Admiral 
or the Governor, by whom they would be read before 
dehvei7,and the same with regard to letters written by 
Napoleon and his suite. The Admiral or Governor was 
instructed to transmit to the British Government any 
desire or representation that Napoleon might submit ; 
nothing in that respect was left to theii discretion, but 
the paper upon which such representations were written 
must remain open, so that they might be able to append 
any observations they might think fit. 
1 On the 7th of August the French party went on 
I MiTnonat de 8U. BiUne, roL i. p. 79. 
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board the NorihutrAerland. The Empeior'a suite oon- 
siated of Grenera! Bertrand (giandiloqneotly styled tlis 
Grand Mar^chal) and Madame Bertrand, Monsieur and 
Madame Montholon, General Goui^aad and the Comte 
de Las Gases and his son. Besides these, several ser- 
vants were in attendance on Napoleon. On the 9th the 
vessel weighed anchor and the long voyage began. 

* The Emperor maintained the same outward appear- 
ance of indifierence to his fate which he had displayed 
on board the Bellertyphon. He occasionally conversed 
with the officers, who on their part showed him a defer- 
ential courtesy. The party at dinner was composed 
of Napoleon and his suite, the Admiral, Captain Roas, 
commander of the Nortkundierlcmd, and one or two o£ 
the other officers specially invited by the Admiral. 
The repast was long, although the dishes were not much 
in accordance with a French palate. The English cus- 
tom of remaining a long time at table after the dessert 
to drink and chat was not at all to the liking of the 
Emperor, whose habit was seldom to extend his dinner 
beyond a quarter of an hour ; and the Admiral was 
greatly disconcerted when Napoleon, on the very first 
day, retired from table immediately after coffee had 
been served, followed by Bertrand and Las Cases. The 
Admiral, however, was a good-natuted man, and he 
took care for the fatmre to conform to the Emperor's 
oostom in this respect. When Napoleon quitted the 
* Ibid. pp. 100, elo. 
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dining-room all rose and remained standing until be 
Itad leached, the door, and then those who stayed behind 
continued to drink their wine and gossip for another 
hoar. Hie Emperor then usually promenaded on the 
bridge mitil nightfall with Bertrand and Las Cases, 
after which all the Frrach party gathered in the salon, 
and enjoyed a game of vingt-et-un, and so brought the 
day to a close. 

It IB needless to say that the captive was an object 
of intense interest on board — not only to the officers, 
but also to the crew. His name had so long been a terror 
to the English people that among the vulgar an uuagia- 
ary " Boney " had been coniiued up — a sort of bogey- 
man whose name was invoked to frighten naughty 
children in the nursery. The popular imagination had 
pictured him as a truculent ruffian of forbidding appear- 
ance, and when the crew beheld an agreeable gentleman, 
with courtly manners and refined and haadsome counte- 
nance, theii astonishment was imboimded. ^The middies 
were particularly struck with his aSabihty, and Napoleon 
manifested a strong interest in them. During the voy- 
age a man fell overboard, causing a great commotion 
among the crew. One of the middies, seeing Las Cases 
hastening towards the Emperor's cabin, seized him by 
the coat and esclaimed, "Ah, sir, don't alarm him. 
Tell him that noise is nothing, that it is only a man in 
the sea." Every evening an interesting and pleasing 
> Mimorial de Ste, HBine, vol. i. pp. 1<H» 126. 
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scene was witneesed. * Early each momii^ the oailora 
brought theil hammockB and slung them, rolled up, 
to the sides of the ship, and at six in the evening, at 
the sound of the boatswain's whistle, they E^ain removed 
them, amidst considerable bustle. At this moment 
five or six of the youn^ters would make a circle round 
the Emperor, whether he was on the bridge or seated 
on a favoiuite cannon, following his movements with 
anxious eye, and keeping the seamen at a respectful 
distance. This gun, by the way, became so closely 
associated with Napoleon's personaUty that it was 
soon known to all on board the ship as " the Emperor's 
cannon." 

' On the 23rd of September the Northimberland 
" crossed the line," and the usual ceremonies were 
observed. " Neptune " wielded his razor, and the officers 
themselves had to submit to his none-too-tendei atten- 
tions. The French party were alone exempted from 
the ordeal "by special peimission of the Admiral," 
who, up to the last moment, however, had Dmhcioosly 
aUrmed them with the prospect of the operation in store 
for them. They were conducted, with every manifesta- 
tion of respect, to the feet of the ' Sea (3od," who 
deigned to bestow on each of them an appropriate com- 
pliment. The Emperor was scrapulously respected 
during the whole of this grotesque saturnalia, in which, 

> M&morial de SU. HOine, vol. i. pp. 125, 126. 
■ Ibid. p. 203. 
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as ft rule, nobody ia respected. In conaideiatioa of his 
immimity he ezpieesed a desire to distribnte a handled 
napoleons among the crew, bnt the Admiral discounte- 
nanced the idea, from motiTee of prudence and polite- 
ness. 

The rest of the voyage, which was prolonged con- 
uderably beyond the osual time by the route taken 
by the Admiral, passed in unvarying monotony, and 
it was not imtil the lith of October that St. Helena 
was sighted, and at midday cm the 16th anchor was 
cast, seventy days after leaving England. 

1 The Emperor was early on the bridge, and att«i- 
tively scanned his place of exile through his glasses, 
without showing the slightest trace of emotion. 

No preparations appeared to have been made for 
the reception of the exiles. The whole matter seems to 
have been rushed through with extreme haste, as though 
the British Government were afraid to allow the fallen 
Emperor to remain for a moment longer than was abso- 
lutely necessary off the English coast. ' The Admiral 
had gone early on shore to arrange for the accommoda- 
tion of the captives, and returned at six in the evening 
tired out with his exertions. He had examined every 
possible locality, and believed he had found something 
suitable ; but it would require some two months to put 



> M&moHal de 8te. B&int, vol. i. p. 256. 
* Ibid. p. 257. 
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the place into proper lepaii, and the instructions of 
the Ministry were precise that the prisoners shonld be 
kept on board the ship until theii quarters on land 
were quite ready for them. The Admiral, however, 
assumed the responsibility ot ignoring this part of his 
orders, and informed the captives, with manifest satis- 
faction, that he wotdd take upon himself to land them 
on the morrow. 

On the 16th of October Napoleon, with Bertrand, was 
accordingly conveyed to the shore. By a spontaneous 
impulse the whole of the ship's officers assembled on 
the poop, and most of the crew lined the gangways. 
It was not a movement of mere cnrioeity ; it was rather 
a manifestation of regard for the man who had been 
their guest for three months, and in whom they had 
become so deeply interested. Had Napoleon subse- 
quently conducted himself with the dignity and restraint 
which he displayed on board the Bellerophm and the 
NoTtkumberland, his life at St. Helena would have been 
a fairly pleasant one. Unfortunately, we shall soon 
see him revealing the ugly side of his character, and 
letting his "coltish nature break" at frequent intervals 
through " the gilded pale," 

Before descending into the boat that was to convey 
T)im ashore, the Emperor called the Captain and took 
leave of him, requesting him to transmit his thanks 
to the officers and crew, and these gracious words 
made a profound impression upon all who heard tiion. 
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The lest of tlie Emperoi's anite landed at about 
eight o'clock in the erening, accompiuiied by several 
of the officers, and amidst manifestations of sympathy 
from all those who vitaeaaed the departure. 
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^rpHE next morning, at six o'clock, the Empetor, 
-^ Bertiand and the Admiral rode over to Loogwood. 
On theii way back they noticed a small country hooBe, 
about two miles from James Town. Napoleon greatly 
disliked the idea of returning to his quarters of the pre- 
vious night, where he had found himself even more 
confined than he had been on board ship. Sentries 
had guarded the entrance, and he had been restricted 
entirely to his room. A small snmmei-hoTise attached 
to this country residence greatly took his fancy, and 
the Admiral agreed that it would be pleasanter there 
than in the town. 

The valley, at the foot of which lies James Town, 
winds between two chains of sterile hills, which close 
it in. Along it runs a well-kept carriage road, which 
at the end of about two miles is continued on the side 
of the mountain, which bounds it on the left, while 
on the right are deep precipices and rocky ravines. 
Soon, however, the road ascends to a small plateau upon 
' Memorial de Sle. HSine, voL i. p. 260. 



Digitized byGoOgIC 



THE BBIASS 61 

whioh stand Bome bnildiugs, amidst ahrubbeiieB and 
copses. *It was here that Napoleon saw the house 
that BO much pleased him, which belonged to a merchant 
of the island named Balcombe, and was called " Hie 
Briais." 

It was a small residence for a man who had so long 
been accustomed to live in palaces ; but after all it 
was better than the suiroundingB of his childhood, and 
infinitely better than Siberia oi Spielberg. He had 
played a great game and had lost it, and it would have 
been well for him had he paid the stakes with dignity 
uid resignation. As a matter of fact no man in history 
who has similarly fallen has been treated with such 
indulgence and consideration. 

Here, then, the Emperor decided to stay until Long- 
wood was ready for his reception. Las Cases bore liim 
company, and bis two valets were in attendance on him. 
The Balcombe family occupied that part of the house 
not reserved for Napoleon. The family consisted of 
Mr. and Mrs. Balcombe and two daughters, aged re- 
spectively fourteen and fifteen. These young ladies 
were a frequent source of amusement to the Emperor 
and greatly relieved the tedium of his sojourn. One 
was lively and giddy and respected nothing, the other 
of graver deportment but extremely artless ; they 
often met the exile in the garden, and those interviews 
nevex failed to divert the Emperor, who was much tickled 
* Memorial de SU. BUitte, toL i. p. 262. 
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with tlie naive freedom and bmiliarity of tli^ addiees. 

It was at The BriaiB that Napoleon began fiist to 
exhibit those outbursta of temper to which were due in 
^e main all the miseries of his ^le. These paioxj^ms 
of fury were succeeded by fits of moroseness, and his 
whole conduct resembled that of a mid animal when 
kept in confinement. To eveiy visitoi whom he could 
get to listen to him he repeated his groundlees chaises 
of perfidy against the British Gioyeinment, and he sent 
to England iimumerable written protests against his 
detention, which he must have known could produce 
no practical result. ^ Otherwise his time was occupied 
in reading, dictating hia memoirs to Las Gaaes, or spend- 
ing an evening with the Balcombes, where the two yoxmg 
ladies and their mother joined him in a game of whist. 

It is commonly supposed that Napoleon's qoaneb 
with the authorities of St. Helena began with the adv^it 
of Sir Hudson Lowe, but this is quite a mistake. 
* One of his first grievances was that an o£Scer had been 
placed to keep watch over him, and to accompany him 
when riding — and, in fact, never to lose sight of him from 
morning to night. It may well be imagined that this 
was not a congenial duty for any British officer to pe^ 
form, and when Las Cases told him of the vexation 
of the Emperor at this constant surveillance, he replied 
that he would take upon himself the responsibihty of 

' M&morvJ, de Sle. BSine, voL L p. 276. 
■ Ibid, pwt 2. p. e2. 



Digitized byGoOgIC 



THE BBIABS S8 

allowii^ Kapoleon to ride ont alone. Whem tiie Empenn 
waa infoimed of this he replied that ha would on no 
account consent to an arrangement whidi might compro- 
mise the officer. This proved to be a correct view of the 
situation, as the Admiral, on being informed of the com- 
pact, peremptorily told his subordinate to adheze atrictly 
to his instructions. The Emperoi tbeieupon returned 
the three horses which had been placed at his dispoeaL 
This qiisode shows the best side of Xapoleon's character, 
and the following anecdote ako displays bim in a very 
pleaung light. ' Wliile walking one day with the Bal- 
combea and Mrs. Stnart, a friend of thdrs, a train of 
negro slaves was encountered, carrying heavy loads 
towards the town. Mrs. Balcombe harshly ordered 
them to stand out of the way, upon which the Emperor 
said reprovingly, " Madam, respect the burden." Mrs. 
Stuart, who had been eagerly studying the Emperor's 
characteristics and physiognomy, was greatly struck 
with l^e nobility of this reproof, and said in a low voice 
to Mrs. Balcombe, " Heavens ! how difierent from what 
I have been led to believe 1 " 

While Napoleon was thus living at The Briars, Loi^- 
wood was beii^ prepared as his permanent residence. 
It was a much la^er house, and afforded accommodation 
for several of his suite who, for the present, were lodged 
in James Town. * The soldiers brought from England 

' Mitnorial dt Sfe. HSiM, toL i. p. 327. 
» Ibid. p. 373. 
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in the Northumbei^tmd (belougii^ to tlie 53rd B^^ent) 
were encamped in its vicinity, and the Colonel gave a 
'ball, to which he invited the members of Napoleon's 
Buite. At the Emperor's request Las Gases accepted the 
invitation, in order that he might see and report npon 
the new domicile, and he went there in a carriage drawn 
by ux oxeD, a proof of the primitive arrangements 
costing at that time on the island and the difficulty 
of the roads. Las Cases' description of the place did 
not favourably impress his master. * Montholon, Ber- 
trand and Gourgaud subsequently visited it, and a heated 
controversy arose as to whether the smell of new paint, 
to which the Emperor was peculiarly sensitive, had 
sufficiently disappeared to make it possible for him to go 
there. The Admiral, however, was extremely anxious 
to get his chaises into their permanent rendence as 
Boon as possible, and Napoleon himself was eager 
for the change. He found his quarters at The Briars 
were uncomfortable] and he was isolated from his 
friends ; while at Longwood he would be able to receive 
what company he chose, or if he preferred it, to seclude 
himself entirely from the outer world. 

* It was on the lOth of December that the removal 
took place. In the morning he invited Mr. Balcombe 
to breakfast with him, and at two in the afternoon he 
received a visit from the Admiral, between whom and 

■ Ibid. vol. i. part 2, p. 16. 

■ Mhnorial de ate. EHine, vol i. put 2, p. 2S. 



Digitized byGoOgIC 



THE BBIABS 55 

the Empeioi Btiained celations now existed. The latter 
leeeDted the coatmual supervision exercised over htm, 
as well as over those of Ms suite who were located in the 
town. This perverse and wrong-headed view of his 
relations with the island authorities was at the bottom 
of Napoleon's troubles. He seems entirely to have for- 
gotten that nuthei the Admiral nor the Governor who 
succeeded him was responsible for the arrangements 
made for his safe custody. They were bound by their 
instrucUons, and Napoleon, as a military commander, 
should, have remembered that an ofi^ei must obey 
orders, and that it is the acme of unreason to feel a 
personal animosity towards him who is merely the in- 
strument of a superior authority. His resentment 
against the English Government was natural, though 
not, in view of the circumstances, justifiable, but his 
attitude of hostihty to those whom that Govemmmt 
employed was not only irrational, but most impolitic, 
seeir^ how completely he was in their power. Human 
nature bdbg what it is, his persistent affronts and 
insults, both to Cockbum and to Ix>we, could not be 
expected to result in a relaxation of the rales laid 
down for their guidance. 

However, on this occasion he was civil to the Admiral, 
who, after some conversation, accompanied him to 
Longwood. 1 It is recorded by Lbs Cases that during 

' Mimonal de Sle. HSim, vol. i. part 3, p. 28. 
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the ride Cockbum exited himself to the utmost to 
condhate his chsige and keep him in good hnmoux. 
Longwood was leached towards foni in the after- 
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riltUfi house in which Napoleon waa to paae the test 
-'- of his life was usually occupied by the lieutenant- 
Govemor of the island. As that functioaaiy was almost 
always an officer of rank in the army of the 'East India 
Company, it is needless to say that it was a fairly com- 
fortable residence. The Napoleonio fanatics, in tbeii 
desire to throw dirt on the British Gov^nment, have 
endeavoured to describe it as practically unfit for human 
habitation, but this, as we have shown, is a gross mis- 
representation. The fact is, when people are obsessed 
with Napoleon worship, they seem ready to go to all 
Wigths in idolatry of thdr fetish ; and indeed those 
who are capable of admiring his career, which was one 
long negation of the elementiuy laws of God and 
man, are, as Voltaire said of the prophet Habakkuk, 
capcAle de tout. 

Longwood is situated on a plateau in one of the 
highest parte of the island. From one side the Atlantic 
is seen Btretching far away to the horizon ; on the 
other rugged mountains close in the view. With the 
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object of increasiDg the comfort of Napoleoa and his 
suite, considerable additions had been made to the 
house since the exiles had arrived at St. Helena. In 
fact, so far from the Government having thrust the 
Emperor into an nninhabitable hovel, every efiort had 
been made to accommodate him, and the only substan- 
tial complaint that was urged against his new soi- 
roundings was that the odour of the fresh paint was 
still sufficiently strong to offend his imperial nostrils. 

The household at Longwood consisted of Napoleon 
himself, M. and Madame de Montholon and their son, 
and M. de Las Gases and his son. Besides these there 
were the servants, of whom the Emperor had a goodly 
supply. Three valets de ckambre, an usher, two grooms, 
a vcUet de pied, a maitre d'Mlel, an " offider," a cook 
and an " argetUier." Was there ever in all history a 
" martyr " so attended ? Was there ever a prisoner 
of State so pampered ? Had the bastilles of old France 
been conducted on such principles, there would have 
been keen competition to get into them, instead of 
ingeniouB attempts to get out. Happy would have 
been some of those whom Napoleon had himself in- 
carcerated without trial, if they had had nothing to 
complain of but the smell of paint 1 

^ Genera] Gourgaud, pending the preparation of his 
apartment in the house, was lodged in a tent in the 

^ MImonaL de Sle. BUiae, vol i. part 2, p. 34. 
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garden, no great hardship for a man accostomed to 
campaigning. " Grand Maiechal " Bertiand, his wife 
and his childien, were installed in a house near 
Longwood. 

It is evident that Napoleon had not much to complun 
of. He was surrounded by faithful friends ; his wants 
were attended to by an army of domestics, and he had 
a medical man whose sole duty was to aaff^uaid his 
health. Granted the necessity of restraining his capacity 
for mischief, nothing conld have been more indulgent 
than the arrangements made in his regard by the 
British Government, acting as maudatory of the allied 
Powers. 

1 On taking up his abode at Longwood, the first 
thii^ that Napoleon undertook was the organizatioD 
of his household. Various departments were distributed 
among the suite. Bertiand had the general superin- 
tendence of the establishment ; de Montholon controlled 
domestic details ; Gou^aud was to look after the 
stables, and Las Cases had the care of the furniture and 
fittings. The last-named office was soon relinquished 
by its holder, who found it clashed with that of 
de Montholon. 'In point of fact these methodical 
arrangements soon proved very unsatisfactory in prac- 
tice, and here we come to one of the leading causes of 



> Uimorial de 8te. HaMe, vol. i. port 2, p. 36, etc. 
» Ibid. p. 37. 
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^iiqpolecio's iuaIiapi«neeB. We have spok^i of his bong 
iWHWnded by faithfol Enendfi, bat the inveterate 
teactMMy of Frenchmen to qnanel among themselvee 
90QO made itself apparent even at St. Helena. This 
defect lately accounts iat the ^nre <A Fiance all 
over the vorld, when ahe has been opposed bj Eo^and. 
Wellington's succesBes in Spain and Portugal weie to a 
great extent attributable to the jealoiiBies of the marshals, 
which at least on one occasion saved the lion Duke 
from imminent danger. The same characteristic had 
been displayed in the great struggle for India ; ' and the 
quarrels and hatred which broke out during the Moscow 
campaign are notorious. One would have suppoeed 
that, at all events at St. Helena, placed as they were, 
a small band of e^es amidst their hereditary enemies, 
the Frenchmen would have lived like a band of brothers. 
So far from this being the case, theii mutual suspidon 
and animosity, which frequently burst out into op^k 
hostility, poisoned the Emperor's existence, and aggra- 
vated his natural irritability. They were all united 
in aflection for him and dislike of each other. * At 
the very commencement of their life at Longwood Las 
Cases states that the allotment of the various posts gave 
rise to jealousies, sowing seeds of estrangement, which 
frequently pierced through the surface. One considered 



> Eitloire de la Qrande Armic, De Segnr, vol. ii. p. 136, etc 
* Mimorial de 8le. HSine, voL L port 2, pp. 37, 38. 
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he had lost caste ; another desired to ^ve too much 
impotttuicd to his duUee ; while yet auothet considered 
himself sli^ted by the office asngned to him. " We 
weie not," says the Comit, " members of the same 
family, each of vhom devoting himself to his own sphere, 
only thought of the general good. That which a sense 
of duty ehonld have prompted us to do, we were far 
from perfonnii^ in practice ; we spent our time in 
cavilling over the absence of some luxury, or the vanished 
hopes of some ambition. We formed at Longwood a 
mass held together rather by enclosure than by cohesion. 
This was inevitable, for we were almost entire strangers 
to each other ; and, unfortunately, not at all calculated 
to harmonize, either by circumstances, age, or disposi- 
tions." 

This not only destroyed that mutual confidence 
and intimate union which can alleviate the hardships 
of the most cruel misfortunes, but it made the Emptor's 
position extrrauely unpleasant. It forced him frequently 
to make indirect appeals for brotherly love among 
his troublesome associates ; * it was a continual strain 
upon him to remove all causes of jealousy, and he was 
compelled occasionally to go further and openly reprove 
his followers for their unworthy bickerings. On one 
of these occasions, he pointed out the vexations folly 
of their conduct in the corcumstances in which they 

■ Memorial de 8k. Haine, vtJ. ii port 3, p. 49. 
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'*i««<^ ^Md. They slioald nuke mntoal saraifices, 
Wwt H^( ftttaoh too moch importuice to tnflisg incon- 
'<*HStiNtt^, They were to endeftvooi to be one bunQy. 
'\%»y hHll come there voluntarily to mitigate the sorrow 
<4 bW baniahmeiit, and their qaanels only aggraTated 
ft, Piflerences were inevitable, bat they should be 
tHittW by mutoal explanations uid not by BnUdng, 
%iu\ nmob more to the same efEect. 

'I'lieue quarrels reached a climax later on, when a 
(ihAll«n({e to mortal combat was exchanged between 
twu ii( the Buite. > When this came to the knowledge 
{it tha Emperor he waa furious, and when all were 
A^embled around the dinner-table he expressed bis dis- 
pleasure and irritation in the strongest language. " Yon 
have accompanied me here," said he, "to make yourselves 
aijceeable to me. Act like brothers, otherwise you are 
atinply a nuiaance. You wish to make me happy — 
act like brothers then, otherwise you are only a torment. 
You talk ot fighting, under my very eyes I am I then no 
lunger the object of your consideration ? Remember 
that the eye» of the foreigner are upon us. I want 
every one here to bo actuated by my spirit ; I want you 
all tu ba happy around me, and that each should enjoy 
tit tliB uttnoHt the few pleasures that remain to us." 
TIlJH uutbiimt only ended with the repast, after which 
tll» Emperor relapsed into a moody silence, as well 
lie might. 

> Ibid. p. 80. 
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Worried m ttiis way hj the miscondiict of his frienda, 
Napoleon became more and more restive under his 
banishment ; and he brooded over the lestrictions 
which, in the circamstances, were imavoidable, ^ One 
of the main causes of his resentment was the regula- 
tion which compelled him to be accompanied by a 
British officer whenever he took zeroise on hoiseback. 
This wae a continual reminder to him of the nniortunate 
Bituation into which he had brought himself by his long 
career of violence and lawlessness. The officer charged 
with this onpleasant duty endeavom^ to discha^e it 
with the utmost r^ard for the Emperor's feelings, and 
the exile would have been better advised had he accepted 
the situation without complaint. The company of an 
English gentleman wae, after all, not such a very onerous 
burden to bear ; and one would have thought that it 
might have proved a pleasant relief from the cantanker- 
ous and quarrelsome coterie with which he was but' 
rounded. He not only resented the presence of this 
ofEcer, however, but visited it with personal hatred 
upon the Admiral, and subsequently on the Governor. 
As one who had not been accustomed to brook disobedi- 
ence to his orders, he should have remembered that the 
authorities at St. Helena were only carrying out explidt 
instructions from the Government they served, and 
that it was not only impoUtic, but quite unreasonable, to 

> Mhnorial de Stet EShae, vol. i. part 2, p. Ill, ete. 



Digitized byGoOgIC 



64 THE BEAL IfABTTB OF ST. HELENA 

ohenBh peiBonal animosity towaids them. Hia behaviour 
in this respect ehowa a littleness of character which 
proves that, like most other men dubbed with the 
epithet of "great," he had little real claim to the distinc- 
tion. However, so irritated was he by this regulation, 
that he ezpressed his detenninatioa to forego horse 
exercise altogether rather than submit to it. He 
thus manufactored another so-called " indignity " for 
European consumption. 

Another and much more substantial grievance was 
also of a sentimental character. This was the order 
issued by the British Government that Napoleon should 
be addressed as " General Bonaparte " and not as 
" Emperor." Here, it must be admitted, the allied 
FoweiB went beyond the necessities of the case. To make 
provision for his safe custody, and take every precaution 
against his escape, was one thing ; to deny him the titie 
by which he had been recognized for eleven years, 
which had been ratified by the votes of the French 
people, and under which the Powers had sent him am- 
bassadors, and concluded treaties with him, was quite 
another matter. Aa Emperor of the French he had 
aUied himself in marriage with the proudest and most 
ancient dynasty in Europe ; kings had vied with each 
other to secure his protection, and had not only recog- 
nized his imperial dignity, but also the kings which he 
had created. 

This order was based on a fiction. When Louis 
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XYIU ascended the French throne, he pretended that 
he had occupied it from the death of the Daaphin, 
ostrich-like ignoring the Republic, the Directory, the 
Consulate, and the Empire. This waa all very well for 
the fanatics who clung to the efiete superatition of 
" the right divine of kings to govern wrong," but it was 
an impossible attitude for the allied Powers to assume. 
They, at all events, had recognized accomplished facts, 
ajid had troubled themselves not at all about the legiti- 
mist pretensions of the exiled Bontbons. It was rather 
paltry thus to insult the man before whom they had 
been cowering for years past. But here ^ain, the 
Emperor should have remembered that his guardians 
were not personally responsible for the decree. It 
was the British Government, acting in concert with the 
other Powers, and supported by the Tory majority in 
Parliament, who were to blame, and it was as unjust as 
it was impolitic for Napoleon to visit it upon the heads 
of those in whose custody he was placed. But we 
shall presently see that this attitude of the Emperor 
was part of a settled pohcy to enable him to pose as a 
martyr before the eyes of the world. 
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A S we liave already said. Napoleon's quarrel with 
■^ those set over him began long before the appear- 
ance of Sir Hudson Lowe upon the scene. To saddle 
the Governor, therefore, with reeponsibility for these 
quarrels is utterly unjust. Floods of obloquy have 
been poured out on the devoted head of Lowe for bis 
allied barbarity to his prisoner, but nothing is ever 
said about the friction which existed between that 
unmanageable person and the Admiral. It is neverthe- 
less certain that Napoleon hated the sailor with an 
intensity that was only exceeded and eclipsed by his 
subsequent hatred of the soldier ; and aa the latter 
was in authority for years and the fonnei for months, 
the opportunities afforded for quarrellii^ were much 
greater in the one case than in the other. The fact is 
that whoever had been delegated to look after him 
would have incurred Napoleon's hatred. Had the 
archangel Glabriel been appointed Governor of St. 
Helena, Napoleon would have fitted him with cloven 
hoofs and all the other attributes of the devil. He would 



Digitized byGoOgIC 



RELATIONS WITH ADMIRAL COCKBURN 67 

only have seen in him the mcamation and embodiment 
of England, the nation he had devoted his life to crnBhing, 
and which had finally crushed him. 

1 The Right Hon. Sir George Cockbnm, Admiral of the 
Fleet, was bom in 1772, the bod of Sir James Cockbnm, 
Bart., and entered the Navy at the age of nine. He 
became lieutenant in 1793, and was promoted shortly 
afterwards to the conimand of the sloop Speedy. 
In 1794 he became post-captain on the Meleager 
frigate, and was employed in the GuU of Genoa, under 
the immediate orders of Nelson, whose friendship he 
enjoyed. In 1796 Cockbnm was transferred to the 
frigate Mmerve, one of England's innnmerable captures 
from the French, on which Nelson hoisted his broad 
pennant. After taking several important prizes, 
the Minerve ran through the' Spanish fleet and joined 
that of Sir John Jervis the day before the battle of 
Cape St. Vincent. The Minerve afterwards continued 
in the Mediterranean till the peace, capturing numerous 
prizes, and then returning to England, was paid oS in 
Febmary, 1802. 

In Joly, 1803, Cockbnm was appointed to the Phaeton, 
in which he spent the next two years in the Elast Indies. 
In 1806 he went to the Pompie, and took an important 
part in the reduction of Martinique. His next ship 
was the BeUe-Isle, in which he brought back to Europe 
the prizes and garrison captured at Martinique. The 
' Dktitmary of Naikmal Biography. 
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latter were first takeD to QuiberoD Bay for ezchai^e, 
but being unable to arrange matters with the French 
authorities, Cockbum carried the prisoueis to Ports- 
mouth. He afterwards commanded the fiotilla of 
gunboats in the reduction of Flushing, and covered the 
retreat of the British Army when it withdrew from the 
Scheldt. He was next appointed to the Indefatigable, 
and was sent to Quiberon Bay to land two agents 
who had undertaken to effect the escape of the King 
of Spain, whom Napoleon, with the basest treachery, 
had immured in the castle of Valen9ay. The men were 
speedily arrested, however, and Cockbum returned to 
England. He was sent to Cadiz, then (1810) beai^ed 
by the French, where he again rendered important 
services. He subsequently distmguished himself at 
Havana, and in 1811 was appointed commissioner to 
mediate between Spain and her South American colonies, 
but without success. On the 12th of August, 1811, 
he was raised to the rank of Rear-Admiral, and hoisting 
his flag on the MarlboTottgh, took command of the 
squadron before Cadiz, The war with the United 
States, however, sent him to the Bermudas, whence he 
sailed to attack the enemy in the Chesapeake, upon 
whom he inflicted considerable damage. He took part 
in the brilliant affair of Bladensburg, where Major-Gen- 
eral Ross so greatly distinguished himself, and acquired 
the right of taking the name of Ross of Bladensburg. 
The British force captured Washington, and retired 
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unmolested, after deBtroying the Government stores. 
Cockbum was the life and 80ul of this expedition, and 
Rose of Bladensbuig, in reporting its success, generously 
recognized the Admiral's services. He was with Ross 
when that gallant ofBcer received his death-wound, 
during the advance on Baltimore. In 1815 he was 
ordered to hoist his flag on the Nortkumb^land, and 
to convey Napoleon to St. Helena. Having landed his 
prisoner, he remained on the island as Governor pending 
the arrival of Sir Hudson Lowe, and found the position 
as irksome as his successor afterwards found it, owing 
to the imperative necessity of unceasing vigilance in 
watching over his cunning and unscrupulous charge. 
He was relieved in 1816, and arrived in England on the 
Ist of August, The dignity of G.C.B, wafi conferred upon 
him in 1818 ; he became Vice-Admiral in 1819, and was 
appointed commander-in-chief of the North American 
and West Indian station in 1332, having in the interval 
been unemployed. His return to England in 1836 
saw the close of his active career at sea, but he was 
created Admiral of the Fleet in 1851. He was First 
Naval Lord of the Admiralty, 1841-6, and at different 
times had represented three several constituencies in 
Parliament, besides having been made a Privy Councillor 
in 1827. In 1852 he succeeded to the baronetcy, and 
died in 1853, leaving only one daughter. In default 
of male issue, the title passed to his brother William, 
Dean of York. 
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It wiD be Been that Cockbimi was as distinguislied 
as a naval officer as we shall presently show Lowe to 
have been in the ^ter service, and it is significant that 
Napoleon vented his spleen on both, which shows clearly 
enough where the fault lay. 

Shortly after his arrival at St. Helena the Emperor 
was at loggerheads with the Admiral. Besides the 
grievance of being attended while on horseback, com- 
plaint was made t^ainst the posting of sentries under his 
windows, and at the doors. Free communication with 
the residents on the island was discountenanced on the 
ground that the Emperor should not be harassed by 
undesired attentions. Napoleon, extremely irritated 
by these restrictions, instructed de Montholon to 
embody his complaints in a letter to the Admiral. 
The reply was not at all calculated to improve the 
relations between guardian and prisoner : it was to the 
effect that there was no such person as an Emperor 
recognized in St. Helena ; and that the justice and 
moderation of the Britbh Government with regard to 
the exiles would be the admiration of future ages. 
This reply, sent by Dr. O'Meara, was supplemented by 
a verbal inquiry as to whether the Emperor desired to 
be supplied with the libels and scurrilous anonymous 
letters which the Admiral had received on bis behalL 

1 On the 13th of March, 1816, the " Grand MarSchal " 
wrote to Cockbom, by Napoleon's instructions, to ask 
1 Memoriol de. SU. HSine, vol i. poit ^ p. 338. 
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whether a lettei he proposed to indite to the Prince 
Begent would be forwarded. After commencing with 
a repetition of the formula that no such person as an 
Smperor was known in St. Helena, the Admiral replied 
that the letter to the Prince would certainly be trans- 
mitted, but in accordance with the orders regulating 
correepondence, only on condition that it was left open. 
The Emperor contended that this particular communica- 
tion was not on aU-fours with the ordinary correspon- 
dence of himself and his suite, and bitterly resented the 
proviso as a peisonal aSront. The episode greatly 
widened the breach which already existed between him- 
self and Gockbum, and matters were not improved by 
Bertrand's rejoinder that the Admiral had either ex- 
ceeded or misinterpreted his instructions ; that his 
answer was therefore looked upon as a deliberate per- 
sonal insult, and that the Emperor considered the 
condition beneath his dignity and that of the Prince 
Regent to accept, and would therefore abandon the idea 
of writing. The Admiral, however, had neither exceeded 
nor misinterpreted his instructions — ^he had merely 
fulfilled them. Lord Bathurst's despatch is quite clear 
as to this : — " Whatever he (Napoleon) or they (the suite) 
think fit to address, either directly to the Prince Regent, 
or to me or to any member of His Majesty's Government, 
youi Excellency is aware must be transmitted home 
provided it hat been previously svhmHied to your "perusal. 
In (hit particular you are left without any discretion. 
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Youi knowledge of the contents affords you an oppoi> 
tunity of immediately vindicating youiself if the letter 
sKoTild contain any charges against you, and assuring 
that whatever complaints they may make must be 
laid before the Prince Regent," 

Thenceforth the Emperor and the Admiial saw little 
of each other, and Cockbum must have felt inezpiessibly 
relieved when the time drew near for the new Governor's 
appearance. The duty of acting as custodian of Napo- 
leon was a highly responsible and very unpleasant one, 
and to a sailor it must have beeu exceptionally distasteful 

On the 14th of April, 1816, Sir Hudson Lowe arrived, 
and as this brings us to the main epoch of our narrative, 
we will, before entering upon it, deal with what remuns 
of Cockbum's connection with Napoleon. 

^He accompanied the new Governor on his first 
visit to Longwood, which took place on the 16th of 
April. The Emperor refused to receive him, pleading 
illness, and it was not until next day that the interview 
took place. By a stupid and malicious blunder of the 
valet, when the Admiral was about to follow Lowe into 
the reception-room, the door was shut in his face, and, 
naturally disconcerted, he retired into the window-recess. 
' The Emperor, on being informed of the coutretemps, 
denied that it had happened with his knowledge, but 
none the lees m^dfested great deUght that it should 

' Memorial de Ste. HQine, vol. ii. p. 46, etc, 
> Ibid. p. 64. 
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have occurred, and wannly commended the valet lor 
his action. He added that it was fortunate for the 
Admiral that he had thus been ehut out, for he had 
intended to have charged him heloie all hJs compatriots 
with having degraded his Government, his Nation and 
his Sovereign before one of the oldest Boldiera in Europe. 
He would have accused the Admiral of having landed 
him at St. Helena like a convict at Botany Bay, and 
woidd have told hii" that, as a true man of honour, he, 
the Emperor, had become more worthy of veneration 
on this rock than when seated on his throne or sur- 
rounded hy his armies — a piece of gasconading whidi 
at once indicates the colossal vanity of the speaker and 
his deep hatred of the Admiral. 

^ It will be as well to give Sir Hudson's own account of 
this first interview, as it is, of course, more complete and 
reliable than that given by Las Cases. As to the subse- 
quent interviews between the Governor and Napoleon, 
it will be sufficient to describe them in the words of the 
Emperor himself, as recorded by Las Gases. Such 
evidence may be accepted as placing the conduct of the 
Governor in the very worst light, and that of Napoleon 
in the best, and if it triumphantly vindicates Sir Hud- 
son, as we submit it does, then fais acquittal of the 
charges brought against him follows as a matter of 
course. 

The Governor was received by BOTtraiwi in the 
' lavx Papers, Vamsih, vol. i. p. 130, eto. 
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Empeioi's diniog-room, which served aa antechamber, 
and was instaatly after asked into an inner room, where 
he found Napoleon standing with his hat in his hand. 
As he remained silent, Sir Hudson said, " I am come, 
sir, to present my respects to you." "You speak 
French, sir, I perceive," observed the Emperor, " but I 
understand that you also speak Italian. You once 
commanded a regiment of Coisicans." The Governor 
replied that both languages were alike to him. " We 
will speak, then, in Itahan," returned the other ; and 
at once commenced a converaation which lasted about 
half an hour. Napoleon asked the Governor where he 
had served, and how he liked the Corsicans. " They 
carry the stiletto ; are they not a bad people ? " he 
observed, looking at Lowe very significantly for an 
answer. The Governor repHed that they did not carry 
the stiletto, having abandoned the custom in the 
British service ; they had always conducted themselves 
with propriety, and he was very well satisfied with them. 
Napoleon then asked him if he had not been in Egypt 
with them, and on the GEovemor replying in the affirma- 
tive, entered into a long discussion respecting that 
country, saying that Menou was a weak man, and that 
if Kleber had been there the British would have been 
all made prisoneis. He then passed in review all the 
British operations in Egypt, showing he was thoroughly 
acqaaiated with them, and finished with the remark, 
" In war the game is always with him who commits the 
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fewesc blunders." He asked Lowe if he was mairied ; 
and how he Eked St. Helena. The Govranor replied 
that he had not been long enough in the island to foim 
an opinion. Xapoleon then asked him how many years 
he had been in the servicse, to which Lowe rephed 
twenty-eight. " Then," observed the Emperor, " I 
am an older soldier than you." " 0£ whom history," 
gracefully responded the GroTemor, " will make mention 
in a very different manner." Napoleon smiled, but said 
nothing. 

It will be seen that Sir HudsOD laid himself out to be 
agreeable to the exile, who, on hia side, said and did 
nothing of a hostile character. It would have been 
well had the Empeioi maintained this attitude, but 
unhappily his behavioor at subsequent interviews 
was in painful contrast to his uxbaoe speech and digni- 
fied deportment on this occasion. 

It has been necessary to describe the reUtions which 
existed between Cockbum and Napoleon in order to 
show that, as was afterwards admitted by Montholon 
and Gourgand, whoever had been in command at St. 
Helena must inevitably have incurred the Emperor's 
hatred. The Napoleonic myth is two-sided ; it involves 
a blind and credulous behef in the idol, and a malignant 
determination to hbel and malign any who came athwart 
his path. He himself pursued this plan of calumny 
against his opponents. Moreau, Fich^ru, Bourrienne — 
all in fact who incurred his animosity, were traduced 
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by him oi his creatoiee. But the Napoleonio faoatics 
liave concentrated all their venom upon the devoted 
head of Sir Hodson Lowe. It is time that a protest 
should be uttered against this monstrous injustice, 
and that the character should be vindicated of a dis- 
tinguished and gallant officer, who, in circumstances of 
great difficulty and responsibility, faithfully performed 
the duty coomutted to his charge. 
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TBB NEW GOVERNOR 

1 T lEUTENANT-GENERAL SIR HUD80K LOWE 
was bora on the 28th ol July, 1769, the same year 
in which his captive first saw the Ught, and was conse- 
quently in his forty-eighth yeat when he aasomed 
the govemoiship of St. Helena. He was the son of 
Hudson Lowe, an army suigeon, and his wife, the 
daughter of J. Morgan, of Galway. He joined t^e East 
Devon Militia at an early age, and served as a volunteer 
with the 50th Foot at Gibraltar in 1785-6 ; was gazetted 
ensign in that regiment on the 26th of September, 1787, 
and passed to the rank of heatenant and captain, 
reaching the latter grade on the 25th of September, 1795. 
After doing service at Gibraltar, be travelled through 
Italy, acquiring an intimate knowledge of French and 
Italian ; and, rejoining his regiment at Gibraltar on the 
ontbreak of the war, was with it at Toolon and in 
Cormca, taking part in the sieges of Bastia and Calvi. 
He was afterwards for two years in garrison at Ajaccio, 
and thence went to Elba, where he was deputy judge- 
> Dictionary of National Biography. 
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advocate. His next move was to Portugal, where he 
lemamed for two years, and acquired proficiency in the 
langu^e, having previously obtained a good knowledge 
of Spanish. From Lisbon he went to Minorca, where he 
was made one of the inspectors of foreign corps, and 
put in command of two hiindred Corsican emigrants, 
styled the Goisican Bangeis. His task in training these 
wild men was difficult, but he succeeded in drilling 
them into a high state of efficiency. Lowe commanded 
the corps in Egypt in 1801 at the landing, and in the 
operations before Alexandria and the advance on Cairo, 
and repeatedly won the approval of Sir John Moore, 
who remarked on one occasion, " When Lowe's 
at the outposts I'm sure of a good night." For his 
services in Eg3^t he received the Turkish gold medal. 
At the peace of Amiens the Corsican Rangers were dis- 
banded, and Lowe went on half-pay; bat an officer 
with such a record could not long be dispensed with, 
and we accordingly find bim shortly afterwards 
appointed Major in the 7th Royal Fusiliers. 

In 1803 Lowe, on the recommendation of Sir John 
Moore, was appointed one of the new permanent assist- 
ants in the quartermaster-general's department at 
Plymouth, whence, in July, he was despatched to 
Portugal on a military mission. He inspected the 
troops and defences on the north and north-eastern 
frontiers, and reported the practicability of def^ding 
the country with a mixed British and Portuguese force, 
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thus preparing the way fox Wellington's Babfleqnent 
operations, and contributing to the saccesB of the 
Feninsulat War, destined afterwaids to begin the down- 
fall of his futuie prisoner. We next find him at Malta, 
whithei he was sent to revive his corps of Gorsican 
Rangers on a larger scale, of which he was appointed 
Lieutenant-Colonel commaDdant. He was aerit on a 
misfflon to Sardinia, and by his report on the state of the 
island saved a proposed subsidy. He next went with 
his corps to Naples, under Sir James Cra^, in 1805, 
and commanded the advance during the movement 
from Gastellamare towards the Abnizzi. When the 
British retired to Sicily, Lowe was detached to Capri with 
part of his corps. The rest proceeded to Calabria and 
did good service at Maida, a battle which, though the 
numbers engaged on each side were small, is important 
as the first in which the French broke and fled before 
British bayonets. The Coisican Rangers were then 
reunited under Lowe at Capri, where, on his own re- 
sponsibility, he humanely appealed to Berthier, chief 
of the staff of the army of Naples, agEunst the frequent 
French military executions of Calabrian refugees. 
From June, 1806, to October, 1808, he occupied Capri, 
when, after bravely sustaining a siege of thirteen days, 
he was obhged to consent to an honourable surrender 
of the ishind to ^Qeneral Lamarqne, marching out with 
the survivors of the garrison, and the arms and b^gage^ 
Lowe's conduct appears to have been fully approved by 
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officers well acquainted with the cironmstanoes. Lowe 
afterwards held important commands in Naples, aod 
the Ionian Islands, where he was second in command, 
and was entrusted with the provisional goTenmiect of 
Cephalonia, Ithaca and Santa Maura, which he framed 
and administeied withont lemtmeration for two yeaie. 
He addressed s general report on the Ionian Islands to 
the Colonial Office, and, on leaving, the inhabitants 
presented him with a sword of honour. 

After being promoted Colonel of the Royal Corsioan 
Rangers, he returned to England in 1812, never havii^ 
been absent from his duty a single day since the begin- 
ning of the war in 1793, and having been in England 
only six months during the whole of that period. 

In 1813 Lowe was sent on a mission to Sweden to 
secure the adhesion of the Crown Prince Bemadotte to 
the allies, whence he repaired to the Czar's head-quartan 
at Kalisch. He was present at the battle of Bautzen, 
where be first saw Napoleon, and at Wiirsohen, and 
remained with the allied armies until the annistice 
of June, 1813. He was then sent to inspect the various 
levies in British pay in North Germany, of about 20,000 
men. Thence he went to the head-quarters of Bema- 
dotte, and afterwards to those of Bliicher, being present 
at the battles of Mockem and Leipzig, and accompanying 
the pursuit of the routed French to the Rhine. Aftev 
being employed on other duties, he rejoined Blucher at 
Vaucouleurs, and was present with the Prussians at no 
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lesa tlian thirteen general engagements. The confidence 
reposed in him was shown by his being frequently con- 
atilted, especially at the conference at Gh&tillon, and 
he there strongly advocated the advance on Paris, 
which had sach triumphant lesnlts. He was the first 
officer to bring to England the news of the fall of Paris, 
having ridden from Paris to Calais attended only by a 
single Cossack. Lowe was knighted on the 26th of 
April, and raised to the rank of Major-G^eneral on the 
4th of June, 1814. He also received the Rusman 
Cross of St. George, and the Prussian order of military 
merit. On the allies withdrawing from France, he was 
made Qnartermaster-G^eneral of the army in the Low 
Countries, under the Prince of Orange. On the escape 
of Napoleon from Elba,'Lowe, with the sanction of the 
Prince, ui^ed the Prussian commanders to concentrate 
on the Meuse, to co-operate in the defence of Belgium, 
When Wellington took command of the Anglo-Belgian 
army, Lowe remained for a few weeks imder him as his 
quartermaster-general, but was then appointed to 
conunand the troops at Genoa. In July, 1815, he 
occupied Marseilles, and marching on Toulon, drove out 
General Brune, and compelled the fortress to hoist the 
Bourbon flag. 

It was while at Marseilles that Lowe received the 
intimation that he would have the custody of Napoleon, 
then on board the BdUrophon. On leaving Mar- 
seilles, Sir Hudson was presented by the inhabitants with 
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a silver um as a token of gratitude for his having saved 
the city from pillage — tlie second time in his life that a 
grateful population had bo distinguished him. He was 
appointed Governor of St. Helena by the Court of 
Directors of the East India Company at a salary of 
£12,000 a year. His instructioDS were to permit every 
indulgence to Kapoleon comjKUUde wilk the entire security 
of his person. The new Governor received the local 
rank of Lieutenant-General, and on the 4th of January, 
1816, was made E.C.B., and sailed for the island in 
the middle of that month, accompanied by his wife, 
whom he^had recently married, his stepdaughters and 
a numerous staS, and arrived, as we have seen, on the 
14th of April. 

We have now brought this biographical sketch down 
to the date upon which he first came in peiBonal contact 
with Napoleon, and have now only to deal with the 
relations which esisted between him and his prisoner. 
It may be as well, however, to give a brief rfaumfi of his 
subsequent career. 

On the Emperor's death (5th of May, 1821), Lowe 
quitted St. Helena. Eor the third time he was honoured 
with an address from those over whom he had been 
placed. In this document the inhabitants testified to 
the justice and moderation of his rule, and the confidence 
felt in him, as evinced by the unanimons acceptance of 
his measures for the abohtion of slavery (without 
compensation), which took effect from Christmas Day 
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1818, and his services in this regard were very warmly 
acknowledged by Sir Thomas Fowell Buxton in the 
House of Commons. He was coidially received by the 
King) and Lord Batbuist, by command, expressed appro- 
bation of bis conduct at St. Helena. He received the 
first vac^it colonelcy, that of the 93rd Highlanders, on 
the 4th of June, 1822. 

Then the flood-gates of libel and scurrility were 
opened upon him. Moore defamed him in verse and 
O'Meara, Kapoleon's medical attendant, in prose. 
^The Quarterly Review exposed O'Meara's slanders 
and proved >>ini to have been guilty of the grossest 
contradictions. Party politics in Ei^land at that 
time ran very high, and the Whig Opposition made use 
of the occasion to assail the Tories, under cover of the 
man who had, as they alleged, persecuted their idol. 
For strange as it may seem to us, Napoleon had become 
the flgure-head of European Liberalism, after having 
spent his public life in anppreaeing liberty ; and that 
" Napoleonic Legend " arose, which exists with weed- 
like pertinacity even to this day, and has been mainly 
responsible for one of the bloodiest ware of modem 
times, which cost France two of her fairest provinces. 
The Tory Ministry had sent Napoleon to St. Helena, 
so the Whigs took him under their protection, and made 
him the stalking horse for their factious and unpatriotic 
attacks on their political opponents. Lowe brought an 

> Quorferiy Bmiew, No. S5, October, 182% art xiiL 
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action agunst (yMears, whidi failed on a technicality. 
He was badly treated by the GrovoimiGnt which he had 
served bo well, and his cesouices were much crippled 
by his attempts at legal lediees. At last, in 1832, 
Toryism received a smashing blow in the great Reform 
Bill. Lowe's inveterate enemies, the Whigs, came into 
power, and the rest of his life was embittered by froitlees 
efiorts to obtain justice. These vexations were miti- 
gated by his appointment to the cotoneby of hia old 
raiment, the 50th, and his advancement to the highest 
class of the Prussian Order of the Red Eiagle, which was 
accompanied by a highly flattering letter from vod 
Billow, recalling his " signal services to the common 
cause in the glorious campaigns of 1813-14." He was 
also made a 6.G.M.6. 

Lowe died of paralysis in comparative poverty, on the 
10th of January, 1844, a melancholy example of merit 
ill-requited, of party hate, and of cruel and relentUes 
persecution. 

Against the malignant slanders of Lowe by Napoleonic 
partisans it is well to set the testimony of impartial 
and disinterested observers. Amongst these is Mr. 
Walter Henry, the Assbtant Surgeon of the 66th R^- 
ment, who was stationed at St. Helena from 1817 to 
1821, and thus had ample opportunity of fonning a just 
opinion of Sir Hudson's character. In his Events of a 
Miliary Life, Henry says : * " From first impressions I 
> EvaUa of a MHilary Life, 'Seniy, vol. ii. p. ft. 
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entertaiDed an opinioD of him fat from favoniable ; if, 
therefore, notwithstanding this preposses^on, my testi- 
mony should iBchne to the other side, I can truly state 
that the chaise took pUce from the weight of evidence, 
and in consequence of what came under my own observa- 
tion in St. Helena." 

In the same work Henry quotes the following from a 
letter received by him from a brother officer : ^ " Few 
persons, if any, are better acquainted with Sir Hudson 
Lowe than myself. When he was Quartermaster- 
General in the Netherlands in 1814-15, 1 was Deputy 
Assistant in the department, when I was with him every 
day. I also saw him when certain circumstances gave 
him much annoyance, but cannot recollect any single 
instance of his breaking out into any unseemly bursts 
of anger, or showing real uncourteousness. He was 
very much liked by all who served under h JT" ; being at 
all times kind, considerate, generous and hospitable." 

After attributing to the calumnies of O'Meara a 
mistaken remark which he had made as to the Governor's 
temper, and which had been noted by his correspondent, 
Hemy adds : " The author (that is himself) can testify 
that during lour years' acquaintance with Sir Hudson 
Lowe, in the course of which he was occasionally pro- 
fessionally resident in his house, the demeanour of this 
much-injured man was always gentlemanly and courte- 
ous, both to himself and all around him." 
> Ibid. pp. 5», 60. 
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By her marriage with hei first hoBbaad, Lady Lowe 
had two daughteis, and by Six Hudson two sons and a 
daughter, all three bom in St. Helena. His younger 
6on, Edward William Howe de Lancy, followed the 
career of his gallant and distii^uished father, and 
rose to the rank of Major-Gieneral. He fought in the 
Sikh War of 1848-9, and afterwards showed conspicuous 
heroism during the defence of the Lucknow Residency 
in 1857, in the course of which be was severely wounded. 
In the consequent operations against the Sepoy mutin- 
eers he more than sustained bis reputation as an able 
and gallant ofBcei, and was tJianked in despatches, 
besides being made a C.B. 
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" LOOK HBEB UPON THIS PICTURE, ASD OH THIS " 

QUCH was the man upon whom a totient of the foulest 
^ calumny has been poured out by those who have 
fallen down and worshipped at the shrine of the Impeiiat 
Moloch. To the disciedit of oui name, Englishmen 
have been among the most virulent of his traducers. We 
are asked to beheve that a man who distinguished him- 
self throughout his whole career as a brave and gallant 
officer ; who protested in the name of humanity against 
the atrocious butcheries committed by the I^ench in 
Calabria ; who was thrice presented with addresses of 
gratitude by communitiee committed to his charge, and 
who was knighted by his gratefnl Sovereign for eminmt 
services — that this man, on arriving at St. Helena, 
became suddenly divested of all the fine attributes 
which had previously distinguished him, and was 
transformed, as if by the wave of a malignant magician's 
wand, into an incarnation of brutahty ; a fiend whose 
sole dehght was to torment the defenceless captive he 
held at his mercy, and who employed his talents in 
devising fresh insults and tortures for his victim. On 
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the face of it the thing is incredible. We shall piesently 
show thst it was absolutely nntnie in fact, and we shall 
call as a vntness, not an enemy of Napoleon, but one of 
bis most blind and credulous admiieis ; no other, in fact, 
than the Count de Las Cases himself. This is the 
most powerful evidence of aH, for, as Burke said, 
1 " History will examine with great strictness of scrutiny 
whatever appears from a writer in favour of his own 
cause. On the other hand, whatever escapee him, 
and makes against that cause, comes with the greatest 
weight." 

We shaJl prove out of the mouth of this witness that 
the provocations and insults came from the exile himself ; 
that Lowe was the " Maitj^r of St. Helena " and not 
Napoleon ; that there was a deliberate conspiracy, 
begun under Admiral Cockbum and contiaued with 
increased malignancy imder Sir Hudson Lowe, to delude 
the world into the belief that having commenced by 
treacherously entrapping Napoleon into a surrender, 
Ei^land consummated her infamy by selectiog as hei 
instrument a base, cowardly and callous buUy, who 
revelled in the opportunity aSorded him to gratify the 
vile instincts of his depraved nature. 

The Staff Officer constantly on duty about Longwood, 
after speakbg of the reliance placed by the ezUes on 
party sympathy in England, says that the policy of 

' Preface to M. BrUsol'a Addreaa to his Conatitaatta. Burke's 
WoikB. Ed 1803, vol. vii. p. 298. 
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Longwood — heartily sod asaidnoiisly carried out by 
Napoleon's adherents — w^ to pour into England 
pamphlets and letters, complaining of unnecesBary 
restrjctions, insults from the Govemoi, scanaty of 
provisions, miserable accoiomodation, insalubrity of 
climate, and a host of other grievancee, but c^efly 
levelled at the Governor, as the head and front of all 
that was amiss. 

The evidence of this settled purpose b not, however, 
limited to English witnesses. Lamartine, in his History 
of ihe Restoration of Monarchy in France, says : ^ " On 
reading attentively the correspondence and ootee 
exchanged, under every pretext, between the adherents 
of Napoleon and Sir Hudson Lowe, we are astonished at 
the insults, the provocations, and the invectivea with 
which the captive and his friends outraged the Govemoi 
at every turn. . . . The desire of provoking insults by 
insults, then to rerpiesent those insults as crimes to the 
indignation of the Continent, and to make of Sir Hudson 
Lowe the Pilate of this Napoleonic calvary, is evident 
in all these notes." 

The absordity of the fiction of Napoleon's wrongs and 
" mutyrdom " is exposed by the facts of his carea, 
apart from any other evidence. We are seriously asked 
to believe that be was the victim of mjustice and cruelty 

^ Hislary of ihe Resloraiion of Monarchy in France, A. ds 
lAtnartine, Book 38, sec. 37, p. 550. London : Vlzetelly & Co.. 



Digitized byGoOgIC 



do THE REAL MABTYB OF ST. BELENi, 

OD the part of the Allied Fov^s. That thionghont 
his whole public life he had been longing for peace, and 
had only been driven into wai, much against his will, 
by theii diabolical machinations. That he had ab- 
dicated finally from the purest patriotic motives, and 
had voluntarily abandoned public life fiom the lofty 
desire to sacrifice himself to the hatred of hia enemies 
foi the sake of France ; and that he had come to St. 
Helena in a spirit of |>ions and patriotic lesignation, 
prepared to bow with dignity to the inexorable decree 
of Fate, and to show that he was " the most docile and 
tranquil man in the world." 

Let us see how the facts of Napoleon's career fit in 
with this pretty fairy tale. 

He commenced as a Jacobin, the associate of Robes- 
pierre's brother, and an ally of the Terroriate. When 
Thermidor settled that gang of miscreants, he ruthlessly 
suppressed the rising of the Sections of Paris on the day of 
Vend^niaire and thereby spr»^ into sudden notoriety. 
His advanceane^it was fuith^ied by his marriage with 
Josephine Beauhamais, who was requited by a cruel and 
callous divorce when she was no longer of use to him, 
He upset the Directory by the coup d'etat of Brumalre, 
which would have been a ghastly failure but for the ready 
wit of hia brother Lucien. ^ He showed his gratitude 
to that brother by a long and cruel persecution, solely 
for the reason that Lucien, to his eternal honour, 
' NapoUon'a Brofhtra, A. H. Atteiidge, p. 100, eta. 
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absolutely refused to divoice his beautifnl, accomplished 
and devoted wife d la Josephine in order that he might 
ally himself with some gross German princess. ' He 
treated anodier of his brothers, Louis, with tiie grossest 
indignity simply because, as King of HoUand, he refused 
to ruin the Dutch people to gratify the despot's hate of 
England. He made war like a Calabrian brigand, and 
turned Paris into a receiving-house for l^e stolen goods 
of Europe. His proclamation to the aimy of Italy 
gives the key to his method of warfare. Here it is. 

' " Soldieis ! You are naked and hungry ; youi 
pay is in arrear and the military chest is empty. Youi 
patience and the courage you display amidst tiieee 
mountains are admirable, but they bring you no glory. 
I am about to lead you into the most fertile pkjns in 
the world. Rich provinces, great raties, wiU be in your 
power, and there you will pcBsesB wealth, honour and 
glory. Soldiers of Italy ! Will yoni courage fwl you 1 " 

He seized and held captive the Head of the Catholic 
Church, and lihen compUined of his own captivity at St. 
^lena. In defiance of the most el^nentaiy principles 
of international law, and in contravention of all law, 
human and divine, he forcibly abducted the Due d'Eng- 
hien, and after a trial which was a mock^y of justice, 
caused him to be barbarously muidered ia the bastille of 

1 Ibid. p. 182, etc. 

■ Memoritd de Ste. HSine, voL i. put 2, p. 19&. 
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Vincennea. He shot in cold blood seveia! thoussod 
piiaoneis on the beach at Ja&a, aftei they had made a 
conditional surrender. He pursaed with relentless 
malignity all who thwarted hia unbridled unbition. 
He drove the victoi of Hohenlinden into exile, and there 
is grave sospicion that he caused Pich^m to be muideied 
in the prison into which he had thrust him. He adopted 
a consistent course ol duplitdty and treachMy whenever 
it suited his purpose to do bo, and the most flagrant 
example of this is to be found in his treatment of Spain 
and Portugal. ' The following letter of instructions 
which he wrote to Junot in the latter country is suf&dent 
proof of this. 

" To General Clarke, Minister for War. 

FONTAINEBLEAU, 

2Stk of October, 1807. 

" Qeneral Junot is to listen to every proposal, but he is 
to sign nothing, having no authority to do so from the 
Departaueut of Foreign Afituis. He must refer every- 
thing to my Ambassadoi at Madrid, and must keep 
you exactly informed of all overtures made to him. 

" I desire my troops shall arrive at Lisbon aa soon as 
pos^ble, to seize all English merchandise. I desire thc^ 
shall, if possible, go there as friends in ordw to take 
possession of the Portuguese fleet. 

> Nao Lettara of Nopdeoit, Lady ISary Fkiyd, pp. 63-65. 
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" The Porti^uese Govemment \nll take one of the 
two following meaauies. 

" Either (1) on seeing the French Axmy appioach, it 
will inarch forward its own troops, and stand on the 
defensive. Then everythii^ falls into the miUtary 
province. . . . 

" Or (2) the Fortugaeee Qovenunent will make np its 
mind to submit, will deckre war with England, and will 
send messengeie to meet the Army and negotiate. In 
this case, General Junot must speak in the following 
terms : — 

" My sovereign's orders are that I am not to delay 
one day in marching upon Lisbon. My mission is 
to close that great port to the English. I ought 
to use force against you, but as the shedding of 
blood is repugnant to the noble heart of the Emperor 
Napoleon and to the character of the French people, 
I have orders — ^if you ^ree not to keep your troope 
massed together ; if you place them in positions 
where they cannot cause any anxiety, and if you 
will receive as auxiliaries, until the negociations 
begun at Paris are concluded — ^to consent to that 
arrai^ement." 
" By these means General Junot may contrive to 
get to Lisbon as an auxiliary. The date of his arrival 
will be calculated here to a couple of days, and twenty- 
four hours later, a courier will be sent to inform him 
that the Portuguese proposals have not been accepted, 
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and t!b&t he is to tieat the country as that of an enemy. 
Eight 01 ten ships of war and those dockyards would be 
an immense advantage to us. All General Junot's db- 
couise, then, must be directed to the esecution of this 
great plan. There is reason to think he will succeed, he- 
cause it is not likely that Portugal will dare to resist. . . . 

"General Junot's operation will be a real success, 
if by dint of prudence and wise use of his tongae, he 
makes himself master of the Portuguese fleet. He must 
make use of his nomination to convey the impression 
that he has been sent to smooth down everything. 

" He may say anything he pleases, so long as he gets 
hold of the Portuguese fleet." 

Now, we ask any impartial reader of the above to 
say whether in the whole annals of cold-blooded treacheiy 
and fraud an3rthing worse has ever been recorded. It 
is the application to practical pohtics of the prayer in 
The Critic : " Assist us to accomphsh all out ends, and 
sanctify whatever means we use to gain them." There 
is no example of Indian duphcity which exceeds in 
turpitude the diabohcal plot disclosed in these "in- 
structions." And the man who conceived it dared to 
reproach England for her " perfidy ! " 

He not only plundered every country that he overran, 
but perpetrated the most croel outrages on the popula- 
tions. ^ In his Uoscow campaign he lit up the country 

' BSation Circem^aneiU de la Cam/pagne de RaaaU en 181!^ 
E. LabaQine. 
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vith the Qamea of burning vill^es, and coveied it with 
the mutilated lemaias of muideied men, outraged 
women and slaughtered children. His Marshals in 
Spain were equal to himself in such abonunatioos. 
They robbed the chinches of the sacied vessels, cut 
priceless works of art from their frames, and were de- 
camping with the loot, when Wellington routed them 
at Yittoria and recovered it. 

Here then are the two men, as they stand at the bar 
of History. The one a humane and gallant officer, of 
unblemished reputation, who had faithfully served hie 
king and country throughout the whole course of an 
honourable career. The other a wily, unscrupulous 
despot, a sort of combination of Macchiavelli and Attila, 
who had "waded throi^ slanghter to a throne, and 
shut the gates of mercy on mankind " ; whose restless 
and insatiable ambition had plunged Europe into a sea 
of blood for twenty years ; who hesitated at no crime 
to further his objects, and who, having lived to be a 
curse to mankind, fell without dignity, and ended by 
displaying a littleness of character unparalleled in histo^. 
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T17E have already seen how Napoleon avowed hia 
intention of insulting Admiral Cockbum before 
his officeis, and how he was only prevented fiom doing 
so by the stupid brutality of the valet who slammed 
the door in the Admiral's face ; and we have seen also 
how the Emperor applauded the servant's insolence. 

His treatment of the new Governor was in keeping 
with this prelude. It disclosed at once the settled 
poKcy which had been agreed upon by Napoleon and 
his entour^e. That the Emperor had made up his 
mind to hate and insult whomsoever might be sent out 
to watch over him, is made evident by his description of 
the Governor's appearance, ' " A man of middle height, 
slender, thin and stifi, with red hair and a blotchy 
countenance ; eyes obhque, with averted glance, rarely 
looking one strught in the face ; yellow eyebrows, thick 
and prominent." " He is hideous," said the Emperor, 
" his face is ruffianly," " But let us not be hasty," he 
added, with Pecksniffian hypocrisy, " to pronounce an 
< Memorial de SU. HHine, vol ii. part 3, p. 69, 
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opinion ; his moral qnalitdes may contiadict bia siniBtei 
appeaiance— ttat may not be altogether impoBaible." 

A man in the frame of mind disclosed by this offensive 
and grossly misleading description was maoifeetly 
" spoiling for a fight," and it givea the key to all the 
troubles that followed. 

On his part. Sir Hudson had evidently come to the 
island resolved to do all in hia power, bo far aa his in- 
structions would permit, to ameliorate the condition 
of the exiles, and to make their banishment as httle 
galling as possible. 'He took an early opportunity 
of inspecting the arrangements at Longwood, and 
entering Las Cases' rooms, remained in thran a quarter 
of an hour. He expressed his regret at the manner in 
which the exiles were housed ; their quarters, he said, 
were bivouacs rather than apartments, and he would 
give immediate orders to have them improved as much 
as possible ; adding, pohtely, that he had brought 
with him between fifteen hundred and two thousand 
French booksj which he would put at their disposal as 
soon as they could be sorted out. This is Las Cases' 
own account of the interview. 

3 On the 26th of April, 1816, Las Cases visited Planta- 
tion House and paid his respects to Lady Lowe, whom 
he describes as pretty, and amiable. The Gfovemor, 
he saya, showed him marked civihty and good-will. 

> Mhnoriat de 8te. HSine, vol. ii, psrt 3, p. 92. 
* Ibid. p. 86, etc 
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They were. Sir Hudson said, really old friends, altlioTigh 
Leb Cases did not know it, for he had long known him 
through his " historical atlas," which had greatly 
delighted him at a time when he httle thought he 
should ever make the author's acquaintance. He 
enlarged upon the praises which the atlas had every- 
where received ; he had often read the description of 
the battle of Jena with General Bliicher, when he had 
been commissionei for England at Bliicher's head- 
quarters in the campaign of 1814. He had always 
admired the spirit of fairness and moderation which the 
work displayed towards Englajid, although she was 
an enemy of France, but certain passages had greatly 
struck him at that time as being hostile to the Emperor. 
He ascribed this to the fact that Las Gases had been 
an emigre, and it seemed to him somewhat of a contra- 
diction to find him now in Napoleon's suite. 

This harmless remark, dropped in the course of a 
desultory chat, is ascribed to a sinister motive by Laa 
Cases on the ground that the Governor had been a 
" chief of police " in Italy ! The suggestion is as ffdse 
aa it was childish, for we have already described the 
positions held by Sir Hudson throughout his distin- 
guished career, and that of " chief of police," in Italy 
or anywhere else, was certainly not one of them. Bat 
mark the malignant animosity which could distort an 
expression of casual surprise at finding Las Cases a 
voluntary exile in St. Helena, into an offensive innoendo. 
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Is it Dot sufficient to show tlie ftame of mind ttat 
pervaded the little knot of irreconcilables at Longwood, 
and made all attempts to conciliate them hopeless from 
the outset ? 

* " I could not help feeling," Las Cases goes on, " a 
suspicion of insinuations being imphed in this conversa- 
tion ; if such was the case, and the Emperor had no 
doubt on the matter, things had been nicely begun on 
his part, and if I had had less self-respect I might have 
allowed him to proceed to greater lengths, but I con- 
tented myself with replying that he must have mis- 
understood the meaning of the passage referred to, 
which could not possibly apply to Napoleon, seeing I 
was now with him ! " 

* Another " insult " was soon detected in the form of 
two French books sent by the Giovemor for Napoleon's 
diversion, one of which proved to be a work by the 
Abbe de Pradt on the embassy to Warsaw, which is 
said to have been uncomplimentary to the recipient. 
Surely this was " looking for trouble," and watching 
for a grievance. What object could Sir Hudson have 
had in dehberately aSronting his captive, just after 
he had been doing his best, poor man, to be pohte to 
the follower ? Is it not probable that he sent the first 
book that happened to present itself, without troubling 
himself as to the contents, or that he thought a work 

' Memorial de SU. HUhie, vol. ii. part 3, p. 88, 
■ Ibid. p. 88. 
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on an episode of Napoleon's administratioD woold have 
intereHted the exiled To an Englishman, a book 
criticizing the person who read it, would have been 
perused with perfect equanimity, and Lowe probably 
paid the Emperoi the complimrait of supposing that he 
was not aa sensitive as a schoolgirl. It will be fomuS, 
however, that ahnost all the complaints of the Govei^ 
nor's " brutalities " were equally puerile. The other 
volume was a collection of Napoleon's proclamations 
and bulletins, which ought to have annoyed him moie 
than the other, seeing they would remind him of all 
the falsehoods he had put in circulation. Strange to 
say, this work afforded him much Batisfaction, and he 
exclaimed with sublime conceit, " And yet they have 
the audacity to say that I did not know how to write ! " 
^ The next occurrence Las Cases calls " premie in- 
sttUe." The Governor called at Longwood and requiied 
all the servants to be paraded before him, a highly 
necessary proceeding in view of the mtrigues that were 
afterwards found to be going on in the household. 
This very reasonable request was insolently refused, 
de Montholon stating that it would only be complied 
with under compulaion. Turning to Las Cases the 
Governor remarked that all who were aboat the Emperoi 
appeared to have no other object in view than to cause 
disputes and embarrassments, which was perfectly true. 
Las Cases replied with an impertinent lecture to the 
; » Mimorial de Ste. HUine, vol ii. part 3, p. 91 
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Governor as to the deportmeDt he diould observe, 
adding, with tmconscions humour, that the Emperor 
desired to show himself the most docile and tractable 
man in the world, but that nothing should rob him of his 
self-respect, and that the couBciousness and dehcacy of 
his dignity were the only things that remained to him, 
and of which he could still claim to be the mastei. 
However, these absurd attempts to ride the high horse 
were of no avail. The servants were duly trotted out. 
The Governor said a few words to each, and then turn- 
ing to de Montholon and Las Cases, remarked : " For 
the present I am satisfied, I can now report to my 
Government that all have signed the required declara- 
tion of their own free will." 

' This declaration was to the effect that all those 
who had accompanied Napoleon to St, Helena had done 
80 voluntarily, and would undertake to submit them- 
selves in advance to all the regulations which might 
be deemed necessary to secure the Emperor's safe 
custody. ^ Las Cases had sent in his declaration, 
couched in highly provocative and ofiensive terms, 
embodying therein all the fables akeady concocted by 
his master as to the " perfidy " of the Britbh Govern- 
ment, the " conditional " surrender to Maitland ; the 
interpretation to be put upon the hnpudent letter to 
the Prince B«gent, and all the other artful misrepre- 

' MemorUd de Ste. HQ&ne, vol. ii. part 3, p. 65, 
'Ibid. 
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Bentatioua we have already detailed. He also managed 
to include a falsehood about the " hoirible " iBland of 
St. Helena and its detestable climate, which, he asserted, 
was prejudicial to the health of the Empeior and " that 
of all Europeans," contrary to the fact that St. Hel^ia 
is particularly suited to Europeans, and is admitted to 
be one of the most healthy places in the world. 
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CHAPTER X 

" DOCIury " — i LA COESE 

* "VTAPOLEON had been sulking indoots for two 
-^* days, when, on the 30th ol April, 1816, the 
Governor was met by Las Cases on his way to Longwood. 
Sir Hudson inquired how the captive was, and the Count 
e^reseed himseli uneasy as to his condition. He had 
been shut up alone all day and had seen none of his 
suite. 

^When Las Cases returned to Longwood at eight 
o'clock, the Empeioi informed him that the Governor 
had called, and proceeded to describe the interview. 
Sir Hudson had been received in the Emperor's room, 
where Napoleon en deaJuAiUe was reclining on a couch, 
from which he related afresh " with the most perfect 
calm " the stale fiction of his alleged betrayal. He 
protested against the treaty between the AUied Powers 
wherein he was dealt with as a prisoner. He demanded 
to know by what right these sovereigns claimed to dis- 
pose of him without his own consent — ^he who was 

■ M&morial de Sle. SSine, vol. ii. part 3, p. 117. 
' Ibid. p. 118. 
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theii eqoal, and Iiad often been ttieir master. If he 
had retired to Btuisia, Alexander, who had been his 
friend, and with whom he had only had political difier- 
encea, would, he asserted, at least have treated him as a 
monarch, even if he had not maintained him on the 
throne. The Governor had not denied these state- 
ments. If, continued Napoleon, he had sought an 
asylum in Austria, the Emperor Francis, under pain of 
eternal dishonour, could neither have excluded him 
from his empire, nor even from the hospitality of hia 
house and family, of which Napoleon was a member. 
Again, the Governor had made no denial of these asser- 
tioos. Moreover, the Emperor had said, if his personal 
interests had weighed with him, he might have defended 
them in France, sword in hand, in which case there 
could be no doubt that the Alhes would have conceded 
to him by treaty a crowd of advantages — perhaps even 
territory. 

He had not desired to do this, however ; he had 
decided rather to abandon pubUc a&airs altogether, 
disgusted at seeing tricksteis either betraying France, 
or grossly ignorant of her beet interests ; and the masB 
of the nation's representatives capable of saving 
themselves by trafficking with the country's indepen- 
dence. In these circumstances what had he done I 
He had sought an asylum in a country which wbb 
supposed to be governed by law ; amongst a people 
whose greatest enemy he had been for twenty years. 
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What had the English done on the othei hand ^ l^«i 
acts would difihonoui them in histoiy. There was 
still an avenging Providence ; sooner or later they 
would pay the penalty. Ere long in their laws and 
their prosperity they would expiate the crime. The 
British Ministry had clearly shown by their instruc- 
tions that they were determined to destroy him. Why 
had not the kings who had proscribed him condemned 
him openly to death 1 The one would have been as 
legal as the other. A speedy end would have shown 
more vigour on their part than the slow death to which 
they had condemned him. Then, referring to the fate 
of Murat, he added, that the Calabrians had been more 
humane. He would not, he proceeded, commit suicide ; 
he would con^der that an act of cowardice ; it was 
braver and more noble to surmount misfortune. Every 
man here below was bound to fulfil his destiny ; but 
if it was intended to keep him permanently at St. 
Helena, it would be a kindness to Mil him, for there 
he sufiered a daily death. The island was too small 
for him who had been accustomed to ride ten, fifteen oe 
twenty leagues every day. The climate was not like 
that of France ; there was neither French sun nor 
season. Everything there engendered a mortal ennnl. 
The position was disagreeable and unhealthy ; there 
was no water ; that part of the island was a desert ; 
it had been abandoned by the inhabitants. 
The unfortunate Governor waited for this tornado of 
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irrelevant invective to exhaust itself, and then cogently 
and quietly pointed out that the restricted limits com- 
plained of had been defined by the British Government, 
who had also enjoined that an officer should be con- 
stantly in attendance on the Emperor. 

To thb Napoleon rejoined that in that case he would 
never leave his room, and that if the Governor's masters 
declined to allow )iim a larger freedom, he would h«ice- 
forth ask for nothing from them. As a matter of fact, 
he went on, he wanted nothing from them, and finally 
told Sir Hudson to convey his views to the Govern- 
ment. 

The Governor appears to have been very puzzled aa 
to what to do with this " docile " gentleman. He 
tried the effect of the soft answer, which in ordinary 
circumstances is said to ttim away wrath, but which in 
this instance was very much like preaching a homily on 
the virtue of kindness to a grizzly bear. He fell back 
upon the wooden house which he said was on its way 
to St. Helena, and which would, on its arrival, greatly 
improve the accommodation at Longwood. The vessel 
bringing it had also on board a la^e quantity of furni- 
ture and table dehcacies, which he had no doubt would 
be acceptable to the exiles, and the Government were 
doing aU in their power to alleviate the Emperor's lot. 

This concihatory reply only appeals to have added 
fresh fuel to Napoleon's rage. He rejoined contempta- 
ously that all this reduced itself to a mighty small 
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matter. He complained that his desire to subscribe 
to two English papers, The Morning Chromck and The 
Staiesmim, had not been compUed with. He had asked 
foi hooks, his only lemsining consolation, and although 
nine months had elapsed he had received none. He had 
asked for news of his wife and son, and had remained 
without an answer. 

It may be remarked on this complaint that the 
interest manifested hy Napoleon in the doings of his 
amiahle spouse was not at all reciprocated by that 
volatile lady, who, after her husband's fall, thought no 
more about him and promptly sought consolation for 
his absence in the arms of Neippeig. Had the Emperor 
been informed of this conduct of Marie Louise, the 
communication would, no doubt, have been trumpeted 
about the world as another insult of the brutal British 
Government and its despicable minion. 

The interview contmued — a htany of insult, with 
deprecatory responses by the Governor. 

As to the comestibles, the furniture and the house, 
the Emperor and Lowe were both soldiers, and knew 
of how Uttle importance such things were. The Gover- 
nor, said Napoleon, had been in the town of his nativity, 
and perhaps even in his house, which, without being the 
woist in the island, was no great shakes. Well, in spite 
of having occupied a throne, and distributed cioVns, 
he had not forgotten his original condition. His sofa 
and his campaign bed were quite sufficient for him. 
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This was true eaough. * In his early days tbe Bona- 
parte family were in a state of abject indigence, not 
even being able to keep a servant, and Madame Bona- 
parte mire and her three highly moral daughtera had 
to scrub the flooTS and do the family washing. 

Here the poor Governor meekly chimed in with his 
response. The wooden house was, at all events, a maik 
of attention. 

The Emperor immediately got up steam again. Yee, 
to justify themselves, perhaps, in the eyes of Europe ; 
but for him they were matters of complete indifierence. 
It was not a house and furniture be wanted, but rathet 
an executioner and a coffin. The bouse and fumitaie 
appeared to him only a mockery ; the other things 
would be a real favour. He repeated that the oidecB 
of the Ministry led to that and be demanded it. 

Again the puzzled Governor tried the eifect of depreca- 
tion, and asked whether he had unintentionally givai 
any ofience. No, they had no fault to find with any- 
thing he had done since his arrival. One act alone 
had wounded them — ^the inspection of the servants, 
which was an afiront to de Montholon, whose good 
faith it seemed to impugn ; and contemptible, painful 
and offensive towards himself — ^perhaps even towards 



' Napoleon's Brothers, Atteridge, p. 5. The Sisters of Napo- 
leon, Joseph Turquon (traoBlatlon by W. B. H. Trowbridge), 
p. 86. 
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aa Eng&ah Geaeral who interpoeed between the Emperoi 
and liis valet de change. 

Doling this scene, tbe Govemoi was seated in an 
arm-chair opposite Napoleon, who lemained on his 
sofa. It was dusk ; evening had set in, and objects 
could not be clearly distinguished. " It was thus 
without result," said the Emperor, " that I endea- 
voured to study the play of his features, and to ascer- 
tain the impression I had produced." 

It is difficult to imagine what effect this futile and 
iirelevant tirade was expected to produce upon the 
Governor, who had nothing whatever to do with the 
r^ulations laid down for Napoleon's detention, and 
who throughout the whole interview displayed a self- 
control and a desire to be conciliatory which were 
greatly to his credit. Many a man would have lost 
patience at having his time wasted in such a way. 

However, the interview came to an end at last. 
' Sir Hud8on,'stiIl anxious to show his good- will towards 
his charge, repeated on leaving the o&er he had made 
several tunes during the conversation, to place the 
services of his own medical man at the Emperor's com- 
mands, but we are told that Napoleon " saw through 
the offer," and repeatedly refused it. 

After completing his narrative the Emperor added 
to Las Cases : " What an ignoble and sinister face the 

' Meinorial de Ste, Heline, vol. ii. p&rt 3, p. 124. 
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G^Dvemoi has I In the whole couise of my life I norer 
beheld its equal ! " 

And yet we were told a httle before that " the evening 
had set in, and objects could not be clearly distin* 
guished," so that the effort of the Emperor to read the 
Governor's face had been unavailing ! 

There are two inevitable concliisionB to be drawn 
from this interview. First, that the new Grovemor 
entered upon his duties with an earnest and sinews 
desire to be agreeable to his charge. It will have been 
observed that he listened patiently while Napoleon was 
" maligning his opponents and glorifying himself " ; 
carefully refraining even from any attempt to vindicate 
his Government from the unfounded imputations made 
against it ; and second, that his subsequent interposi- 
tions were all directed to conciliating his interlocutor 
and disarming his wrath. Very gently indeed did Sir 
Hudson suggest that the additional acconmiodation 
then on its way was an earnest of the desire of the 
Powers to mitigate, as far as possible, the hardships of 
the £]mperor's exile, and very brutal, unreasonable 
and insolent was the spirit in which his advances were 
received. 

As to the Governor's anxious desire to do his utmost 

to assuage the lot of his captive, we have the invaluable 

testimony of Mr. Henry, whom we have already quoted. 

In his EvetUsyf a Military Life, he says : ' " I believe 

' Events of a Military Life, Henry, voL ii f. 67. 
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it to be a fact that Sir Hudson Lowe went to St. Helena 
determined to conduct himself with courtesy and kind- 
ness to Napoleon. I was intimately acquainted with 
the officer charged with the care o£ Longwood foi 
nearly three years, and he assured me that the Governor 
repeatedly desired him to consult the comfort of the 
great man, and his suite. The two orderly officers at 
Longwood, Majors Blakeney and Nicholls, of the 66th 
Regiment, have given me the same assurance. I have 
myself seen courteous notes from Sir Hudson Lowe to 
these officers, accompanying pheasants and other delica- 
cies sent from Plantation House for Napoleon's table. 
Even after two unfortunate interviews, when the 
Emperor worked himself into a r^e, and used gross 
and insultii^ expressions to the Qovernor, evidently 
to put him into a passion, but without success (for Sir 
Hudson maintained perfect self-possession and self- 
Gonmiand throughout), even aftra this open breach, 
the above civihties were not discontinued. Still, when 
a pheasant, the greatest rarity in the island, appeared 
on the Grovemor's table, one was sure to be sent to 
Longwood." 
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CHAPTER XI 

BARRY o'MBARA 

1 A T the close of his interview with the servatita at 
Longwood Sir Hudson had lemaiked that the 
place waa finely situated, and that after all the French- 
men were not bo badly off. And when, in reply to t^ 
observation, it waa complained that there was a want 
of shade about it, owing to the absence of trees, he 
rejoined, " some shall be planted." Las Cases callB 
this a " mot atroce " — " first barbarity of the Governor." 
This is beyond us altogether. It appears to show a 
desire on the part of 8ir Hudson to remedy the defect 
complained of, and where the " atrocity " comes in we 
are at a Iosb to conceive. The incident is worth noting, 
as it shows that Longwood was now in full blast as a 
grievance factory, where the flimsiest raw material 
was stilfuUy worked up into a highly finished article. 
^ The Emperor continued to seclude himself indoors 
for six days, and then sent for Dr. O'Meara, whose 
subsequent slanders of the Governor we have already 

< MSmorial de SU. HSine, voL ii. part 3, p. 9i. 
» Ibid. p. 216. 
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referred to, and Las Gases was employed to sound, and 
if possible, to win him over to the Emperor's side. 
The Count was to tell hiin that Napoleon had no com- 
plaint to make against him, so far ; that he considered 
him an honest man, but wished to know whether he was 
to look upon him as his personal medical adviser or as 
a prison surgeon forced upon him by the Government. 
Was he the Emperor's confesBor or his warder ? Was 
he to make reports concerning h'm ? In the one case 
Napoleon would willingly continue to accept his ser- 
vices, and he gladly recognized his past ministrations ; 
in the other, he must ask him to discontinue his visits. 

O'Meara replied "with affection" that his atten- 
dance was entirely of a professional nature, quite 
without a political meaning, and that he considered 
himself Napoleon's personal medical adviser ; that he 
made no reports, and had never been asked to do so, 
nor could he conceive an occasion which would induce 
hir" BO to act, except in the case of serious illness, when 
he might have to call in others of the profession in 
consultation. 

We invite the reader's particular attention to O'Meara'a 
statement that he had never been asked to make 
reports about Napoleon to the Governor, and that 
he could not conceive such reports being demanded of 
him, in view of the fact that one of the gravest charges 
brought by him afterwards against Lowe was that 
Sir Hudson basely required him to act as a spy on the 
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Emperor, under cover of his confidential positioa aa 
medical adviser. 

Tliat Lowe placed him at Longwood as a spy is an 
absolute fabrication. He went there at Napoleon's 
own request, and as we have just seen, repudiated with 
scom the bare idea that he would ever make leports to 
the Governor. That he did so afteiwaids is perfectly 
true. In factj for some time he led a "double life," 
posing at Longwood as a devotee of the exile, and at 
Plantation House as the confidential agent of the 
Governor. It was only when he quarrelled with Sir 
Hudson and had to be removed from the island, that 
he came out as his avowed enemy, and to wreak his 
vengeance, pursued him with malignant slanders ever 
afterwards. We have from his own pen the view he 
took of his duty at Longwood. Writing to his friend, 
John Finlaison, of the Admiralty, to whom he was in 
the habit of freely unbosoming himself, he said, " I 
could not make a •practice of communicating Bona- 
parte's language to Lowe, as it would produce no good 
purpose. On the contrary, it could not fail to aggra- 
vate, and render ten times worse the bad understanding 
which already prevails between them, and my situation 
would be converted into that of an incendiary, neitAer 
am I ■placed about him as a spy. ThuMess I vxndd 
think it my dviy, and would instantly txmanumcate 
to Sir Hudson any suspicions I might have of a plan 
for tohii}^ him off the island, or if I saw any improper 
communictUion , ' ' 
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As this doctor Bobsequently figoied laigety in the 
troableB which arose duiing Sir Hodsoa's govetnoiship, 
and was an active agent in the campaign of calumny 
afterwards conducted with such malignity against that 
fanctionary, it will be opportune here to give some 
account of his career. 

* Barry Edward O'Meaia was bom in 1786, and 
entered the Army in 1804 as Assistant-Suigeon to the 
62nd Regiment, with which he served in Sicily and 
Calabria, and in Egypt in 1807. Soon after that date 
he had to leave the Army owing to his having been 
mixed up in a duel between two officers, and he then 
transferred his services to the Navy as Assistant-Sur- 
geon to H.M.S. Vietorioua, and later became Surgeon 
to the Bdlerophon, thus coming into personal relations 
with Napoleon. He seems to have behaved creditably 
during his naval experience, as Captain Maitland spoke 
highly of him. His knowledge of Italian attracted 
Napoleon's attention, and when the exile's own sur- 
geon declined to attend him at St. Helena, the Admir- 
alty, at the Emperor's request, permitted O'Meara 
to accompany him to the island as his medical atten- 
dant. At first his relations with the Governor were 
cordial, bat Napoleon's demonstrations of affection 
and confidence (which created much jealousy amongst 
the suite) quite turned the head of the surgeon, who 
seems to have been an extremely vain and versatile 

' Dicttotiary of Naiumal BiograjAy, 
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person, and he became a fanatical partisan oi his patient, 
viibii the inevitable result that he soon was at daggers 
drawn with Sir Hudson. Iq all Napoleon's campaign 
of insult and contumely against the Oovemor O'Meara 
took an active part ; and his conduct became so out- 
rageous that in July, 1818, he waa dismisBed from tuB 
post. He violated his duty to his country by snrrep- 
titiously bringing with him to England an autograph 
letter from the Emperor, requesting all his friends to 
believe everything the surgeon might tell them regard- 
ing his position and opinions ; witb a special message 
to his " bonne Louise " to allow the medico to kiss her 
hand — apparently without first obtainmg the consent 
of Neipperg to that intereating ceremony. On arriving 
in England, in October, 1818, he wrote to the Admiralty 
insinuating that the Grovemor meditated doing Napoleon 
to death, and O'Meara's name was promptly struck oft 
the navy list. His whole conduct, both while at St. 
Helena and afterwards, was di^aceful, and his pro- 
fessional capacity seems to have been contemptible, as 
he diagnosed Napoleon's disease as liver complunt 
induced by the malignity of the climate, whereas it was, 
of course, the family disease of cancer, of which Napo- 
leon's father had died at a comparatively early age, and 
to which his brother Lucien, his uncle Fesch and his 
sister Caroline all fell victims. Either he was a most 
incompetent physician, or he wilfully misrepresented 
the case in order to support the contention of the Fteooh 
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exiles that the climate of 8t, Helena was fatal to Euro- 
peans. 

It is needless to say that on arriving in England, 
O'Meara found himself a very precious asset of the 
Whig Opposition, who, as we have said, cast all scruples 
to the winds in their unpatriotic wai against the Tory 
Ministry. He was conspicuous as a champion of Queen 
Caroline, who was also taken under the wing of the 
Whigs for the same reason ; and he became a member 
of the Reform Club, and a hanger-on of O'Connell. 
In fact, he identified himself with every cause that 
offered him a chance of getting even with the Ministers, 
and meanwhile occupied himself with 'publishing Ubels 
on the Governor. His first effort in that line was 
the anonymous appearance of Letters from the Cape of 
Good Hope, which was afterwards translated into French. 
This was answered by a counterbkst, also anonymous ; 
and in 1819 the polemical war was continued by the 
publication of a pamphlet by O'Meara in reply to the 
former. In 1822 appeared his Napoleon in Eteile, or a 
Voice from St. Selena, which created a great sensation 
and soon reached & fifth edition, while, of course, it 
was translated into ^^French. The aspeisiona on the 
Governor contained in this pubUcation were rebutted 
by the Quarterly and Blachoood, and sustained by the 
Edir^rgh, a fact which sufficiently shows how com- 
pletely the controversy had degenerated into a party 
confiict. The ex-Governor apphed for a criminal 
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infoimation &gaiiiat hia txaduoer, bat iuled, owing to 
lapse of time. Forsyth's Oop^tnCy 0/ iVopoIeon at 8t. 
Helena, publifihed as late as 1853, proved that O'Meaia's 
statementa were in the main gioas exaggerations, inspired 
by bitter personal hatred of Sir Hudson. 

O'Meaia died on the 3rd of June, 1836, and will stand 
in the pillory of hiatoiy as one of the most fanatical and 
unBcmpulouB champions of the greatest and most 
inveterate enemy that England ever encountered, and 
as the persistent trsducei of an honourable and dis- 
tinguished soldier, who, by uniemittii^ vigUance, saved 
the civUized world from the renewal of anarchy and 
carnage, which would have been the inevitable codb^ 
quence of Napoleon's escape. 
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CX)ESICAN POMTBHBSS 

i/^N the 9th of May, 1816, a convoy arrived at St. 
^^ Helena fiom Bengal, and amongst the paBsengeis 
was Lady Loudoun, the wiie of the Governor-General 
of India. Of course she expressed a wish to be intro- 
duced to the celebrated exile, and the Governor accord- 
ingly gave a dinner in her honour, to which Napoleon 
was invited. Unfortunately, the AUied Powers had, 
as we have said, (^eed to withhold from him the title 
of Emperor, and to recognize his right to no other than 
that of General. Lowe thus found himself on the 
horns of a dilemma — either to run the risk of displeasing 
Lady Loudoun, or of touching hia prisoner on the 
tenderest spot. The Governor unluckily chose the 
latter alternative, and a note was in due course left 
at Longwood inviting " General Bonaparte " to dinner 
at Plantation House. The " Grand Marshal " received 
the missive and handed it over to his master, who, 
shrugging his shoulders, exclumed, " This is too stupid ! 

1 Memoriai de SU. HUine, vol. u. port 3, p. 239. 
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No reply." The incident did not tend to improve the 
Emperor's attitude towards Sir Hudson, but added 
aDOther to the grieTances in stock at Longwood. 

* A week after this occurrence, during which Napo- 
leoa had doubtlesa been " nursing his wrath to keep it 
warm," the Governor presented himself at the grievance 
factory. As Las Cases states, the estrangement, 
misunderstanding and bitterness which it had been 
determined by the Emperor and his friends to create in 
their relations with Sir Hudson, had been rapidly grow- 
ing, and neither party was by any means well disposed 
towards the other. 

The Grovemor called at three in the afternoon, at- 
tended by his mihtaiy secretary. He desired, he said, 
to see the Emperor, in order to talk business with him. 
Napoleon was said to be unwell, and was not dressed ; 
nevertheless, he consented to receive his visitor, and in 
a few minutes passed into the salon, where Las Gases 
introduced Sir Hudson. 

Las Cases waited in the antechamber, with the 
miBtary secretary, and could gather from the sound 
of his master's voice that the Emperor was in one of 
his furies, and that the encounter was extremely hot. 
The interview was very long and extremely stormy, 
and at its close Napoleon sent for Las Cases in the 
garden, and proceeded as follows to describe it. 

' Memorial de Ste. HUmte, vol. ii. part 3, p. 390, etc. 
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'■ " WeU," said he, " I regret to say that the crisis has 
been acute. They have sent me worse than a gaoler. 
Sir Hudson is a hangman. Anyhow, I received him 
to-day with my most aggressive attitude ; head bent, 
ear advanced. One would have taken us for two rama 
ready for a butting match, and my fury must have been 
extreme, for I felt my left calf vibrating. That is always 
an unmistakable symptom with me, and I have not felt 
it for a long time." 

The Cbvemor had begun with some embarrassment, 
and in halting words. Small wonder, unhappy man, 
after his previous experience of tiie captive's brutality. 
The wooden house had arrived — no doubt Napoleon 
had learnt this from the newspapers — it was intended 
as an addition to his accommodation — ^he (Sir Hudson) 
would be glad to know what the Emperor thought of 
it ; to all of which the exile rephed by silence and an 
expressive gesture. Then passing rapidly on to other 
matters, he explained with heat that he wanted no- 
thing except to be left alone ; that while having much 
to complain of in Admiral Cockbum, that officer was at 
all events good at heart ; and that he (Napoleon), in 
spite of all the Admiral's vexations, had always had 
complete confidence in him ; that now it was no longer 
BO ; that for the last month, in which he had found 
himself in other hands, he had been more tormented 
than during the previous six months. 

> Memorial de Ste. Helene, vol. iL part 3, p. 71, etc. 
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The Governor, who was evidently getting tiied of 
these outbmsts of rodeneas, replied that he bod not 
come there to receive lessons ; to which the Emperoi 
insolently rejoined that it was not for want of requiring 
them. He then burst into a tornado of ungovernable 
rage, which recalls Talleyrand's egression of r^piet 
that 80 great a man should have be^i so badly brought 
up. 

" You have told me, sir, that yonr instructiona are 
much more severe than those of the Admiral. Are 
they to put me to death by sword or poison ? I am 
ready for anything at the hands of your Minister ; 
behold me ! Execute yonr victim. I don't know what 
poison you would employ, but as to killing with the 
sword you have already foimd the method. If you 
presume, as you have threatened, to violate the sanctity 
of my domicile, I tell you that the brave 63rd shall only 
enter it over my body. 

" On learning of your arrival, I cor^ratulated myself 
on being about to meet a military officer, who, having 
been engf^ed in important duties on the Continent, 
would understand how to act with decency towards 
me, I have discovered that I was grossly mis- 
taken." 

The Governor here rq>lied with great propriety and 
self-control that he was an officer in the service, and 
under the regulations of hia country. 

This set the JBlmpeior ofE again. 
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" YoTir Nation," he went on, "yooi Gk)venunent, you 
yourself, will be covered with opprobrium on my ao- 
csotmt ; your children will p^take of the infamy, for 
so posterity will decree. Has barbarity exceeded yours, 
sir, when a few days ago you invited me to youi table 
under the style of Gteneral Bonaparte, in order to make 
me the laughing-stock and entertainment of your 
guests ? Have you reflected one moment on the title 
you thought fit to give me ? I refuse to be considered 
by you as General Bonaparte ; neither you nor any one 
eke on earth have the right to deprive me of the digni- 
ties that are justly mine. If Lady Loudoun had been 
within the limits imposed upon me, I would undoubtedly 
have waited upon her, because I have no quarrel with a 
woman, but I should have considered myself as paying 
her a great honour. I am told that you have offered 
to send me some of your staS-officers to attend me in 
the idand, instead of the ordinary officer stationed at 
Longwood. Sic, when soldiers have rec^ved their 
baptism of fire on the field of battle, they are all equal 
in my eyes ; their rank is not what I object to, it is 
being compelled to see th^n there at all, which is a tacit 
reminder of the very thing E^ainst which I protest. 
I am in no sense a prisoner of war. I am therefore in 
no way bound to submit to the i^ulations which are 
the result of that condition. I am only in youi power 
as victim of a most horrible breach of confidence." 

The Governor would appear to have borne this tirade 
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with philosopUc lesigiiataon, doubtless sttribotrng it to 
CoTsican ideas of politeness, for on leaving, he calmly 
requested permisaion to present his secretary to the 
Emperor ; who replied that it would be useless ; that 
if that officer had any dehcacy of feeling (of which, by 
the way, Napoleon showed himself such a master!) 
he would hardly desire it, and, that ao far as he himself 
was concerned, he had no wish for the iotroductiou. 
That, after all, friendly relations were impossible be- 
tween gaolers and prisoners, and that it was conse- 
quently perfectly futile. With that he dismissed the 
Governor. 

Having repeated his insults and provocations, and 
covered Sir Hudson and his Qovemment with the 
foulest abuse, * Napoleon, during the evening, indulged 
in refiections on the scene of the afternoon ; dwelling 
on the abominable treatment of which he was the 
victim, upon the diabolical hatred which prompted it, 
and the brutahty with which it was earned out ; and, 
after some moments of silent thought, exclaimed to 
Las Cases, " My friend, they mean to kill me here ! 
that is certfun ! " 

Before taking leave of this interview, let us analyse 
it briefly. It was certainly somewhat tactless of the 
Governor to invite Napoleon to dinner at all, bearing 
in mind his mauifest determination to repel with con- 

> Mimorial de SU, HS^ne, vol. iL part 3, p. 295. 
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tmady all condliatory overtoiee, and seeing also that 
the invitation must of necessity have been addressed to 
" General Bonaparte." 

His motive, however, in paying thia aecond visit was 
a tborou^y good one. He commenced with the 
infonnation that the additional house accommodation 
had aiiived, and desired to know Napoleon's views 
on the matter. The reply was an insulting compari- 
son between Sir Hudson and his predecessor, whom so 
long as it salted Napoleon to hate, he had hated, and 
whom he was only prevented by an accident from in- 
sulting before his officers. Napoleon then suggests 
that the Governor means to kill him, and launches 
out again into a general abuse of the English Govern- 
ment and their instructions, with which his visitor 
had no more to do than the man in the moon. His 
statement that be was not a prisoner of war was true 
in the technical sense. He was held in durance for that 
" reason of state " which had been repeatedly invoked 
by liim during his whole career, and in virtue of which 
he had incarcerated in his fortresses, without trial, 
hundreds of people, from Pope to pilot. 

The Governor, on his side, would seem to have exer- 
cised a marvellous degree of self-control. Only once was 
he betrayed into a remark savouring of irritation, and 
that was when Napoleon had insultingly assumed the 
r61e of mentor in manners. Assuredly, not one man 
in ten thousand would have shown the Governor's 
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forbearuice nndei sncli intolerable piorooatioD. That 
be felt it is clear, for, as he passed oat, he met the 
" Giaod Mar^chal " and bitterly complained to him of 
t^e Emperor's behavioui. 
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GUERRA AL CUCHILLO 

A FURTHER instance of the war to the knife, which 
had now been openly declared by Longwood 
against Plantation House, was afiorded a short time 
after the interview described in the previous chapter. 
Mr. Balcombe, who it will be remembered was the 
owner of The Briars, where Napoleon passed hia first 
days in St. Helena, had been commiasioned by the 
British Government to supply the wants of the French 
exiles at its expense, and informed Las Cases of the 
fact. ' That gentleman replied to this well-meant 
communication, that having means of his own, he had 
made up his mind not to be beholden in any way to the 
Government, and asked Mr. Balcombe to obtain per- 
mission from Sir Hudson to receive a draft on London, 
which coold be applied to the purchase of what was 
needed, without special authorization. 

The arrest of one of the servants at Iiongwood, and 

the retention of certain letters for irregularity of address, 

added fuel to the flames ; ' but in a moment of post- 

' Mhnoritd de 8U. HSine, vol. ii. part 3, p. 317. 

* Ibid. vol. iii. part 5, p. 270. 
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prandial candour Napoleon admitted that in the last 
interview he had treated the Governor very badly, and 
that only the position in which he waa placed cotild 
justify his conduct. But he added that it was per- 
missible for him to indulge in ontbuists of temper which 
in other circumstances would make hiyn blush. " If I 
had been at the Tuileries," said he, " my conscience 
would have compelled me to apologize, but here I have 
no desire to do so." Then he went on to pay an un- 
intentional tribute to Sir Hudson's self-restraint, by 
remarking that the Governor seemed little affected by 
the insulte heaped upon him — ^his delicacy did not 
appear wounded. " I would have preferred," said 
Napoleon, " for the sake of his honour, to have seen 
Tiim get into a rage, or slam the door violently on his 
exit." And if the Governor had so acted, his conduct 
would have been reported to Europe by the next oppor^ 
tunity as another outrage by the brutal gaoler. It is 
evident from this admission that Sir Hudson's imper- 
turbable stoicism goaded Napoleon to fury, as it defeated 
his settled purpose of provoking the Governor to a 
ball3'r(^ging match, which would only have brought 
him down to the level of his prisoner. As it waa, Lowe 
maintained a dignified reticence which compares most 
favourably with the vulgar vituperation of Napoleon, 
whose whole behaviour proves that, in the words of 
Wellington, " the fellow was no gentleman." 

It may be remarked here, that Napoleon reserved 
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all Ills bmtalitj for those who weie appointed to secure 
his peTBOQ ; and that, with his usual cunning, he made 
himself vastly agreeable to all the English whom he 
meielj saw as visitors. In this way he achieved a 
double object — first, that it nv^t be reported in Buiope 
that he was subjected to all kinds of cruelties by his 
custodians, and second, to secure by his afFabiUty and 
condescension to others a favourable report of his 
exquisite pohtenesa and good-natured urbanity ; on 
the one hand to arouse indignation at his treatment, and 
on the other to evoke sympathy by having himsdf 
represented as a model of courtesy and good temper 
under the grossest provocation. He took care also 
to speak well of all the English he met at St. Helena, 
other than Cockbum and Lowe. Of Colonel Wilks, 
ex-Govemor of the island, the Balcombes, and all the 
naval and other officers who called on him. Napoleon 
expressed himself in terms of the utmost regard, and 
they, of course, delated with his geniality, returned 
home ardent sympathizers with the " victim," to spread 
the fable of his wrongs. 

Sir Hudson, in view of the attitude of open and 
unbending hostility assumed by the Emperor towards 
him, tried the eSect of expostulation with " Grand 
Mar6chal " Bertrand, but with no better result. At 
this interview Sir Hudson frankly reproached the exiles 
with complaining of their treatment without jiist 
cause ; he stated that, all things consid^ed, they were 
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very well oft, and should be contented with their lot ; 
that, on the contrary, they appeared determined to 
abuse the privileges they enjoyed ; and that in any 
event it was hie duty to satisfy himself every day, by 
ocular evidence, of the presence of the Emperoi. This 
last point was of the greatest importance. It will be 
remembered that the Government's instructions were 
to permit every indulgence to Napoleon " compatible 
with the entire security of his person." Lowe recog- 
nized the enormous responsibility which this imp<»ed 
upon him, and he was fully alive to the fact that even 
the isolation of St. Helena was not a sufBcient guarantee 
against his prisoner's resourcefulness in evasion. The 
Emperor had not been seen tor nearly a week, and what 
would have been the consequences to the world and to 
Lowe himself had the Emperor succeeded in escaping 
under the pretence of being confined to his room all that 
time ? It was absolutely necessary that his presence 
should be verified, even at the cost of intrusion into bis 
sanctum sanctorum, and Lowe acted with great consider- 
ation in making this clear to Bertrand, so that he might 
break it to his master, instead of communicating it to 
Napoleon direct. On this occasion, at least, Lowe 
showed some of that tact of which he is accused of being 
entirely devoid. It was a painful duty, which he 
discharged in the best possible way. 

It is needless to say that when this intimation was 
generally known among the household at Longwood, 
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it was received with execiation as another " barbarie 
du Gouvemeur," and a great deal o£ taU talk about 
dyiDg rather than submitting to it was indulged in. 

The avowed determination of the Frenchmen to make 
his duty as difficult as possible, and to lose no oppor- 
tunity of thwarting and insulting him, compelled the 
Governor to keep a strict surveillance over the establish- 
ment at Longwood. He had now been convinced, by 
unmistakable evidence, that his overtures of concilia- 
tion and indulgence had been rejected once and for 
all, with insult and contumely, and that bitter and 
unrelenting war was all that he could expect. The 
attitude he had assumed towards the exiles on his 
arrival makes it clear that, had his kind advances been 
met in a similar spirit, a system approaching parole 
would have been tacitly adopted, and the Emperor 
and his suite would have found their lot much pleasanter 
than it necessarily now became. A declaration of war 
d outrance against the British Government and its 
representative involved corresponding precautions on 
the other side, and forced the Governor to be per- 
petually on his guard lest the campaign of insults to 
himself should be extended to intrigues and plottings 
of a much more dangerous character. He saw clearly 
that he had a nest of inveterate and unscrupulous 
enemies to deal with, and was compelled to defend his 
country's interests and his own by following strictly 
the instructions given him by his Qorenmient. For 
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tliis result, which redounded so mnch to their disadvan- 
tage, Napoleon and his troublesome followeia were 
alone responsible. 

The ingenuity oi the Frenchmen in discovering what 
they called " meckatKetes " on the part ol the Governor 
and his masters, was really so stupendous that one 
cannot help feehng for it a sort of admiration. We have 
seen that the British Government had sought to add to 
the comfort of the Longwood establishment by send- 
ing out a supply of furniture. Even this was worked 
up into an offence. The Emperor complained of the 
gaitchme displayed by those charged with ita trans- 
mission, and alleged that in sending what in itself would 
have been welcome, the occasion had been seized for a 
fieah affront. In what this " afiront " consisted does 
not appear. It was doubtless purely imaginary, and 
invented to further the intransigent policy now in full 
operation. At any rate it was resolved not to make 
use of this furniture, and also to reject two fowling- 
pieces which the English Government, with well-meant 
hut misplaced courtesy, had sent out for presentation 
to Napoleon. 

The redundancy of the Emperor's household was a 
matter which called for comment by the British Govern- 
ment. It involved a very heavy expenditure, for in 
spite of the alleged insalubrity of the climate, St. Helena 
appeared to have a tonic effect on the appetites of the 
exiles ; and the table expenses were enormous. And 
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no wonder. • Barry O'Meara, who was a daily spectator 
of the Longwood Batumalla, thus describes the round of 
guzzling and gormandizing that waa the permanent 
order of the day. There were two dinners, the first at 
11 or 12 o'clock, at which roast and boiled joints with 
various r^outs, fricassees, etc., were served up, and 
washed down with wine and liqueurs ; the second at 8, 
which only differed from the first in being supplied with 
more dishes. Besides these two meals, they all had 
(with the exception of Napoleon, who only ate twice a 
day, but then certainly very heartily) something like 
an English breakfast in bed, between 8 and 9 in the 
morning, and a luncheon with wine at 4 or 5 in the 
afternoon. O'Meara goes on to say, " I am convinced 
that between their two dinners and limcheon they 
consume three or four times as much as any English 
family composed of a similar number of persons. These 
two dinners, then, cause a great consumption of meat 
and wine, which, together with their mode of cookery, 
require a great quantity of either butter or oil, both 
excessively dear in this place. Their eoupes con- 
sommees {for they are, ezcept one or two, the greatest 
gluttons and epicures I ever saw), producing great 
waste of meat, in a place where the necessaries of life 
are so dear, altogether tender necessary a very great 
expenditure of money daily."* 

The retinue of servants (all fanatical devotees of the 

' Lowe Papers, PorsTth, voL i. p. 361. 

3 f^m iBt of October, 1SI6, to 30th of June, 1817, 10,318 
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EmperoT, and ready to break evetj law in Ids cause) and 
the members ol tbe suite, not loigetting the two ladies 
and the Irish surgeon (who was acting a double part as 
the pretended friend of both sides), were by their very 
numbers a source of great danger in the island. It 
was a hostile encampment, a hot-bed of intrigue, 
sowing suspicion broadcast around it, and surrep- 
titiously conveying fabehoods to Europe by every 
av^lable opportunity. 

Tbe Governor remonstrated with " Grand Mar^chal " 
Bertrand on the reckless extravagance of the household 
at Longwood. He said that his Government had never 
intended to provide tor more than a daily table of four 
covers, and intimated that if more were required the 
exiles might provide it at their own expense. This 
seems a reasonable position. These people had come 
there of their own accord, and could hardly expect 
to be supported in a life ol easy idleness at the unlimited 
cost of a Government against which they had declared 
open war. What might have been quietly winked at 
if they had accepted their position with a good grace, 
became a piece of intolerable impudence as things 
actually were. 

The falsehoods which were being circulated in Europe 
from this centre of misrepresentation, and which w^^e 
conveyed out of the island by persons who had been 

bottles of various kinds of wine, and !,612 bottles of apirits, 
were conBumed b; Uie Longwood honsebold. 
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imposed on by Napoleon's consummate mastery of the 
art of humbug, made it necessary rigidly to enforce 
the rules laid down for the regulation of correspon- 
dence, much to the indignation, real oiassimied.of the 
" victims " of this " persecution," particularly in 
the case of Madame Bertrand. But the Governor, who 
had seen a great deal of the world, was no doubt quite 
alive to the fact that as an intriguer, a woman is a 
thousand times more artful and dangerous than a man, 
and consequently kept a sharp look out on that lady's 
doings. ' He found het carrying on a correspondence 
with people in the town without his knowledge, and 
promptly had the letter impounded and returned to 
her, accompanied by an official interdiction of such 
clandestine communications in future. As to the 
restrictioQB which he found himself obliged to impose 
upon the activities of the Longwood intriguers, he 
pointed out that if they were unpalatable there was 
always the alternative of leaving the island. 

Whenever, consistently with his duty, the Governor 
could return good for evil he did so. In a letter to 
Europe one of the suite had ordered some toilet re- 
quisites. Lowe drew his attention to the fact that 
the articles in question could be obtained from the 
supplies sent out by the Government. The thanks he 
received for this act of courtesy was an unmannerly 
reply that the person concerned preferred to bay them. 
' Loux Papers, Forayth, vol. i. p. 200, etc. 
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To this the Govemot dtyly rejoined that he was quite 
at liberty to do so if it pleased him ; to which the othei 
insolently responded that he preferred to choose his 
own shop. Sir Hudson stated that he woald acquaint 
his GoTemment with this contemptuous refusal of a 
well-meant offer, and received the reply that it would 
be much more agreeable that he should report to hia 
Ministers refusals rather than requests. These incidents 
Las Cases describes as annoyances {tracassertes) on His 
part of the Governor. Any fair-minded person must 
see that the boot was on the other leg. 
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AQRO-DOLCB 

/~iN the 16tli of July, 1816, at two in the afternoon, the 
^ Governor had another interview with Napoleon. 
' Earlier in the day, the Empeioi had gone for a drive 
with O'Meara, into whose sympathetic ear he had 
poured a tirade of abuse against Sir Hudson. He was 
therefore in good trim for an encounter with his bete- 
noir ; he was indeed in his very best form, as will 
be seen from what follows. 

The audience lasted close on two hours. ^ Napoleon, 
with " damned iteration," went through the same old 
story as before ; recapitulated all the alleged wroi^ 
he pretended to have suSered, and appealed in turn 
to the Governor's reason, to his mind, to his feelings, 
and to his heaxt. What object he could expect to 
achieve by this discourse it is impossible to imagine, 
seeing that the Governor was there merely to carry out 
the instructions he had received. We are told that 



' Memoritd de Ste. HSHe, vol. iii. part 5, j 
' Ibid p. 16, ete. 
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the oration produced no eSect on " this man without 
nerves," from whom nothing could be hoped. 

Sii Hudson informed his interlocutor that in 
arresting the domestic he was not aware that the man 
was in the service of the Longwood household, and denied 
having read Madame Bertrand's unpounded letter. 
The Emperor rephed that the letter written by the 
Governor to the " Grand Marshal " waa foreign to 
French manners, and altogether opposed to French 
ideas, and that if he, the Emperor, had been an ordin- 
ary General in private life, he would have cut the 
throat of any man who should have dared to send 
hJTn such a missive. He continued. That a man so 
well known and so universally venerated in Europe 
as the " Grand Mar6chal " could not be insulted with 
impunity and without bringing on the ofiender social 
opprobrium ; that the Governor did not understand 
his position with regard to the exiles ; that all his acts 
were aheady matters of history, and that the very 
conversation then in progress was history. That 
Lowe daily discredited his Government and himself 
by his conduct, and would in due time sufier for it. 
That his Government would disavow him in the long 
run, and that a stain would rest upon his name which 
would descend to his children. "Would you like to 
know," stormed the docile one, "what we think of 
you ? We believe you to be capable of anjiihing, 
mats de tout ; and so long as you manifest youi hate 



Digitized byGoOgIC 



AGRO-DOLCE 13d 

we aliall cherish our opinion. I will wait a little longei, 
so as to make quite certain, and I shall then deplore, 
as the worst act ol the British Ministry in my regard, 
not having sent me to St. Helena, but having appointed 
you to the governorship. You are a greater curse to 
UB than all the miseries of this frightful rock." 

The Governor, who by this time had no doubt be- 
come accustomed to these calculated outbuists of futy, 
kept his temper admirably, and merely replied that 
he was only accountable to his Government, and that 
so far as the Emperor was concerned he could get on 
pretty well with him, but as to his followers, they did 
nothing but aggravate matters, and foment ill-feeling. 

With respect to the three Commissioners of the 
Great Powers, who had arrived a short time before, to 
keep an eye on him, and whom the Governor now 
desired to present, Napoleon refused to receive them 
in their political capacity, but stated that he would 
willingly do so as private individuals. That he had 
no feeling against any of them, not even against M. 
Montchenu, the French representative, who was doubt- 
less a very worthy man, and who, having been hia sub- 
ject for ten years, and one of the ^igrSs, probably 
owed to him the privilege of returning to France. 
After all, said Kapoleon, he was a Frenchman, a title 
which was sacred to him, and which no political opinions 
could destroy. 

The Emperor next referred to the proposed additions 
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to the house, which had been the main object of the 
Ooveruor's visit, and refused to have anything to do 
with them, saying that he prefened to put up with his 
present wretched quarters rather than purchase better 
at the expense of noise and the disoorofort of rearrang- 
ing his household. He added that the buildings which 
it was proposed to erect would take years to complete, 
by which time those for whom they were intended 
would either no longer be worth the trouble, or would 
have been delivered by Providence out of their enemy's 
hands. 

Seeing his charge as intractable as ever, and that 
every conciliatory attempt on his part only added fael 
to the fiames, the Grovemor brought the interview 
to a close. 

' Shortly after this a fire broke out at Longwood, 
in the drawing-room chimney. It was a golden op- 
portunity to accuse the Governor of attempting to 
incinerate the whole party, but somehow or other 
it was missed. Indi^noT guandogue bonfiS dortaitat 
Homerus. 

Admiral Sir Pulteney Halcohn had arrived at St. 
Helena early in July, in succession to Sir George Cock- 
bum, and on the 25th called at Longwood. * The 
interview which took place between him and the Em- 
peror is interesting, because the treatment accorded 

' MSmorud de Sle. BSine, vol. iii. part 5, p. 26. 
' Ibid. p. 89, etc. 
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>iim offers a significant contrast to Napoleon's beha- 
viour to Sir George and the Governor. We have seen 
his conduct towards Cockbum while that ofGcer waa 
temporarily in authority, and how as soon as he had 
departed the Emperor began to compare him favour- 
ably with Lowe. Sir Pulteney had no connection 
with Napoleon's captivity, and could therefore be 
treated with civiUty, in order that his sympathies 
might be aroused for the captive, and perhaps the 
seeds of enmity sown between h\m and the Governor. 
The Emperor was\ therefore on his best behaviour. 
There was nothing of the pugnacious ram about him 
on this occasion, with foot advanced, head bent down 
and ear thrown forward, ready to butt ferociously 
at his unwilling antagonist. He was the very incarna- 
tion of cordiality, moderation and sweet reasonable- 
ness, and engaged in a friendly chat with Malcolm for 
nearly three hours. The Admiral found himH<*lf, 
says the narrator, in agreement with the Emperor on a 
crowd of subjects, and we know Disraeh's definition 
of an agreeable man, as a man who agrees with you. 
He admitted that escape from St. Helena was ex- 
tremely difficult — ^not impossible be it noted — and 
he could see no reason why Napoleon should not have 
the run of the whole island. He considered it absurd 
not to have lodged the exile in Plantation House — 
the residence of the Governor. He understood — 
but only since his arrival at St. Helena — ^how ofien- 
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fiive the title of " Genera! " must be to Napoleon. 
He said that Lady Loudoun had made heiseli ridicalous 
in the island, and would be the laughing-fltock of London. 
He was of opinion that the Goveinoi's intentions were 
undoubtedly good, but that he had no tact. The 
British Ministry had been puzzled what to do with 
the Emperor, but were not actuated by hatred against 
him. In England he would have continued to be 
an object of dread for the whole Continent ; he wooU 
have been far too dangerous and powerful a force in 
the hands of the Opposition, 

The Emperor showed some emotion when the Com- 
missioners of the Alhed Powers were mentioned, and 
bitterly complained of the Emperor of Austria, " who 
had gone down on his knees to him to marry his dau^- 
ter," to whom " he had twice restored his capital," 
and who now ungratefully repaid these overwhelming 
benefits by retaining Napoleon's wife and son. He also 
fell foul of Alexander, who had covered himself with 
glory by being the Emperor's friend ; agamst whom 
he_had only waged " political " warfare, and with whom 
he had never had personal differences — an ingenious 
way of describing the Moscow campaign, with all its 
devastating horrors. 

The Admiral is not recorded as having made any 
comment upon these highly original references to 
recent history. He was s simple-minded sailor, upon 
whom Napoleon could practise his blaudisknents with 
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perfect success. • Laa Casea saye that Sir Pulteney 
conducted his part of the interviewa in such perfect 
good taste that the Empeioi discuBsed matters with 
him with as httle heat as if they were enfarely ex- 
traneous to him. 

We have akeady mentioned that the servants at 
Lougwood were all fanatical devotees of Napoleon, 
ready to break any laws in his service. ^This was 
strikingly proved, shortly after the interview just 
narrated, when it was discovered that one of them 
had resolved to assassinate the Gk>vemor. The man 
was a Coreican, Santini by name, and Corsicans are 
flotorioufily addicted to the vendetta, and murder to 
them b (or was) quite in the ordinary conrse of business. 
Santini had been brooding for some time over the 
wrongs to which he imagined his master had been sub- 
jected ; his hatred had also no doubt been inflamed 
by the eonveraations he had overheard among the suite, 
and by Napoleon's own violent invectives against the 
Governor. He therefore formed the design of shooting 
Sir Hudson with a double-barrelled gun. Fortunately, 
he divulged his murderous intention to a fellow-servant, 
Cipriani, a compatriot of his. Cipriani, however, was 
apparently a degenerate Corsican, who did not approve 
of this drastic method of redressmg the Emperor's 
grievances. He well knew that his countryman was 

' Memoritd de Ste, HelMt, vol. iii. part 6, p, 70. 
» Ibid. p. 7fi, etc. 
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quite capable of oanying oat his threat, and, greatly 
alanned, imparted the information to several othei 
members of the household, who united in tu^;ing re- 
monstranceo to the intending aeBaasin. Finding, how- 
ever, that this only increaeed his rage, they were obliged 
to divulge the matter to the Emperor, who, although 
having been for many years in the wholesale man- 
slaying business, was not prepared to stoop to the 
retail branch o£ the trade. He sent for Ssntini, and 
put his veto on the project, pointing oat that its execu- 
tion would cause a great scandal, and render him (t^e 
Emperor) open to the charge of having instigated the 
crime. It is probable, by the way, that his appioval 
of the conduct of the valet in insulting Admiral Cock- 
bum may have encouraged Santini to proceed to 
extreme Iraigths against that ofi&cer's stiU more bated 
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CHAPTER XV 

UEOALOMANIA 

"VN the 18th oi August the weather was very wet, 
and kept Napoleon indoors, which did not, in 
all probability, add to his good temper, and in the 
afternoon the Governor unluckily made hia appear^ 
ance at Longwood. As soon aa he was seen the Em- 
peror tried to hide himself in the wood ; but directly 
afterwards de Montholon came to announce that 8ir 
Hudson and Admiral Malcolm requested the honour of 
an interview, and they were received in the garden, the 
weather having cleared. The suite remained apart with 
the GWemor's officers, and the Emperor soon opened fire, 
walking between the two Englishmen, and addresBing 
himself to the Admiral and at the Gkivemor. Napoleon 
went through da capo all that he had said at previous 
audiences, and by this time he must have got his 
part by heart. Sir Malcolm, who did his best as in- 
termediary, under difficult circumstances, endeavoured 
to moUify the irascible captive as to the Govemor'a 

■ Memorvd de Sit. BSine, toL iii. port 5, p. 267, eto. 
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uitt'iitionB ; but the Emperor began his pTovocations 
»frv«lt witli the insulting remark — " M. Lowe's faults 
imu'wd from his habits of life. He has only com- 
itiniuicd foreign deserters — Piedmontese, CorsicaoB, 
Sicilians and all renegades and traitors to their coimtry, 
t \w dregs and scum of Europe. If he had commanded 
int'ii. Englishmen, if he were one himself, he would 
have proper respect for those who are entitled to hon- 
mir." He went on to say that there was a moral oa\a- 
ngc as necessary as courage on the field of battle ; that 
Sir Hudson had not shown that courage in his dealings 
with the exiles ; dreaming of nothing but their escape, 
instead of adopting reasonable, sensible and well-thought- 
out plans for preventing it. The Emperor added that 
his person was in the power of the wicked, but his soul 
would remain as haij^hty and as independent as when 
he was on his throne or at the head of four hundred 
thousand men, making and unmaking kings. 

As to the reduction of the Longwood expenses, the 
Emperor replied, " All these details are really too 
painful to me ; they are despicable. AATio aslffl you 
for anything ? Who requires you to feed me ? When 
you cut off my supphes, those brave soldiera yonder — 
pointing towards the camp of the 53rd — " will take pity 
on me ; I shall seat myself at the table of their gren- 
adiers, and I am certain they will not repel the fiiBt, 
the oldest soldier in Europe." He reproached the 
Governor with having kept back certain books which 
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had been sent to him, and wlien Lowe replied that 
it was because they had been addressed to him ondei 
the title of Emperoi, he hotly rejoined, with ineffable 
vainglory, " And who has given you the right to deny 
me that title 1 In a few short yeara your Lord Castle- 
leagh, your Lord Bathurst and all the rest of them, 
including you yourself, will be buried in the dust of 
oblivion, oi it your names are lemembeied at all, it 
will be for the indignities you have heaped upon me ; 
while the Emperor Napoleon will, without doubt, 
remain for ever the theme and ornament of history, 
and the pole-star of civilized mankind. Your libels 
can eSect nothing against me ; you have lavished 
millions on them, and with what result? Truth 
pierces the densest clouds ; it blazes like the stm ; like 
the sun, it is imperishable." 

The Emperor, according to Las Cases, admitted 
afterwards that in this conversation he had again grossly 
and persistently ill-treated Sir Hudson, and he had 
the candour to avow that the Governor had never 
been wanting in courtesy. He restricted himself to 
muttering frequently between his teeth observations 
which could not be distinguished. What a picture ! 
On the one side unbridled and ruffianly insolence, com- 
bined with an egoism bordering on insanity ; on the 
other an iron self-control, t^e almost superhuman deter- 
mination of a man of inflexible will to Bn£Eei no insult 
to goad him into retaliation. 
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> Once, when the Govemoi sud that he had ashed 
to be recalled, the Emperor seized the remaik to get 
in another sting of his asp-like tongue — it was the most 
agreeable news he had ever heard I The only lapse 
of manners observed by Napoleon — a pretty critic 
of deportment — was the Governor's brusque with- 
drawal, while the Admiral retired with deliberation 
and many salaams. 

' Napoleon confessed that, after all, he was ashamed 
of his behaviour. " 1 will," said he, " never again see 
this man. He makes me ioTget myself. It is beneath 
my dignity ; when I see him before me, words escape 
me which would have been inexcusable at the TuilerieB. 
If there is any excuse for them here it is my b^ng 
under his hands and in his power." 

We beg the reader to remember that this description 
of his shocking and outrageous behaviour was given by 
Napoleon himself to one of his most fanatical wot- 
shippers ; it is not the account of an enemy ; and 
we leave all impartial judges to decide which of the 
two men showed to greater advantage during the 
interview. 

' With reference to this interview, Mr. Henry gives 
the following extract from a letter to himself from an 
officer who served a long time at St. Helena : " I 

' Mlmorial de Ste. fiStee, to], iii. part 5, p. 269. 

» Ibid. 

■ SvenU of a MHilary Life, Hentf, voL u. p. S7. 
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dined with Admiial Sir Fulteney Malcolm the day on 
which the last interview took place between Napoleon 
and Sir Hudson Lowe, Sir Pulteney being present. 
The Admiral spoke freely of what passed on the occa- 
sion, mentioned the insulting expreasions used by Na- 
poleon to the Governor, which had much shocked 
Sir Pulteney, and his most ungentlemanly bearing 
throughout the interview, and bore ample testimony 
to the cool replies and admirable forbearance of Sir 
Hudson Lowe." 

Shortly after this fresh outbreak of scurrihty, the 
conspirators laid their heads together to concoct * an 
"official" reply to a written conununication of the 
Governor, relative to the Conunissioners of the Alhed 
Powers, and the impossibihty of making ends meet 
in the Longwood budget. This document is very 
lengthy, and its substance was the work of de Montho- 
lon, the whole production being afterwards revised 
and edited by Napoleon in conjunction with the other 
sateUites. It is worth describing, because it sets 
forth with much ingenuity and careful elaboration 
the " case " for the Emperor against the Allied Powers. 

It begins by acknowledging receipt from the Gover- 
nor of a copy of the treaty of the 2nd of August, 1815, 
between England, Austria, Russia and Prussia, for 
the securing of Napoleon's person. 

The Emperor then formally protests against the 

' MemoTtai de Ste. HUine, voL iiL part 6, p. 287, etc. 
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contente of the treaty, and OBBerts that he is not a 
prisoner of England. He repeats that after having 
abdicated in favour of his son, be voluntarily and freely 
snirendered himself to England, to live there [in letire- 
ment nnder the protection of British lav. His person 
was in the power of England, but in point of fact 
it was not then, and never had been of right, in the 
power of Austria, Russia, Prussia, Spain and Portugal, 
although all of them were in alliance and making war 
in conjunction with Oieat Britain. The convention 
of the 2nd of August, 1815, could have no force in 
justice. It was merely the coalition of the four greatest 
Powers of Europe for the oppression of one man, a 
coalition which defied the opinion of all peoples, and 
violated every sound principle of morality. 

Kapoleon then reviews in turn his relations with the 
Emperors of Austria and Russia, and the King of 
Prussia. With regard to the Empeior of Austria, 
he claims the right of kinship, and asserts that on four 
several occasions he generously allowed bim to keep 
his throne, and on two occasions graciously restored 
his capital. As to Alexandei, he recalls the treaties 
of Tilsit and Erfurt, and his magnanimity in allowing 
him to escape after Austerlitz. He even has the con- 
summate effrontery to claim credit for having incurred 
personal danger in attempting to quench the fires of 
Moscow, thus preserving that capital 1 He teUs the 
King of Prussia that he ought to be very grateful to 



Digitized byGoOgIC 



MEGALOMA^A ISl 

liim for not having been deposed after Fiiedland. These 
princes, he asserts, had reproached him foi not having 
auiiendeied to one of them. He again enumerates 
the alleged reasons which piompted him to sunender 
to England, and the many othei couises open to him, 
all of which having already been fully described, it is 
unnecessary to repeat. As to the Commifisioners, if 
they were at St. Helena to keep the authorities there 
in Older, well and good, but the Governor had stated 
that they had neither the right nor the power to express 
any opinion upon what was done upon that " rock." 
He next proceeds to elaborate his denunciations 
of the island. It had a detestable climate, most pre- 
judicial to his health. Hatred had prompted its 
selection, as well as the instructions given to its officers. 
He protested against being styled " General," with the 
object of compelling him to admit that he had never 
reigned in France. He] had concluded treaties with 
England as First Consul, and as Emperor had received 
British Ambassadora, and he had accredited Ambassa- 
dors to the English Court. The name of General 
Bonaparte was doubtless supremely glorious — ^here 
he enumerated his victories — but for seventeen years 
he had borne the title either of First Consul or Emperor. 
Then he introduces a touch of Liberalism, in his 
recently assumed r6!e of universal liberator of the 
oppressed. Those, he says, who thought the nations 
were flocks of sheep who, by right divine, belonged to 
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certain piivilf^ed fomilieB, weie not of that omimxy, 
nor imbued witli the spirit of tiie EnglialL Parliament, 
which had aeveral times chained the dynasty. Kings 
were merely hereditary magistrates, only existing for 
the good of the nations, and not the nations for the 
benefit of kings ; good, wholesome doctrine, no donbt, 
bat scarcely in harmony with his own record, seeing 
that he had been ai rp xing and parcelling out king- 
doms without the slightest r^aid to the wishes of their 
peoples. FiuBsia, Spain, Holland, Portugal and aU 
the other nations over whom he had ridden rough- 
shod, had risen against his intolerable oppression and 
emancipated themselves from his yoke. It was the 
revolt of the peoples that had led to his exile in St. 
Helena, not the oppression of kings. 

He then runs over the rest of his wrongs. The c^isoi- 
ship over his correspondence, which he pretends 
prevented him from hearing from hie relatives ; the 
affair of his letter to the Prince Regent ; his inability 
to enjoy the blessing of reading the Morning Chrorade 
and the Morning Post. Becent books denied him ; 
refusal to deliver certain other books because they were 
inscribed on the cover " to Napolion'Ie-Grand." The 
law, though iniquitous, was founded on his being a 
prisoner of war, and prisoners of war were never 
refused any books they asked for. Here it may be 
repeated, as we have observed before, that NapoleoiL, 
although technically a " prisoner of war," was aota- 
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ally a piisoiier of State, confined becftuse it -was better 
that one man etouJd be in durance than that the rest 
of mankind shoiild be plunged into anarchy, bloodBhed 
and min. 

Next he dwells on the inacceseibility of St. Helena 
and the impossibihty of escaping from it, so that the 
limits imposed on his movements were superfluous. 
He describes in the blackest colours the situation of 
Longwood, and its discomforts as a residence ; nay, 
its utter unsoitability for hninan habitation. He 
complains of the tribulation caused him by the eiectioa 
of the new buildings, and asserts that there were many 
delightful houses in the island, including Plantation 
House, which would have been much more to his taste. 
(It will be remembered that he had before told the 
Governor that all he wanted was an executioner and 
a cofiGn ; and that in any case his camp-bed was 
enough for him). Conmiunication with the inhabit- 
ants had been forbidden. It was as bad as being in 
Ascension. He ends with a series of personal charges 
against the Governor, which have already been men- 
tioned. 

With respect to the genuin^iess of Napoleon's com- 
plaints about Longwood, one significant faot deserve 
here to be noted. ^ In order to promote the Emperor's 
comfort, and secure him a more agreeable residence 

' Lowe Papers, Fomyih, voL ii. p. 316. 
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duiing the snuuuei months, Sii Hndson approached 
a Miss Mason, the owner of " Pleasant Mount," one 
of the moBt ehgible houses in the island, as regards 
situation, and amply provided with shady plantations 
and a good supply of water, the alleged absence 
of which was one of the main complaints made by 
the exiles against Longwood. The lady expressed 
hei willingneas to let the house at £100 per month, 
and the GJovemor was prepared to take it. His letter 
to the " Grand Mar6chal," however, acquainting 
him with the proposed arrangement, remained unan- 
swered ! 

To Napoleon's letter, which is a monument of sttggestio 
falsi and suppressio veri, a postcript was added, acknow- 
ledging a further letter from the Governor just received. 
In this missive Lowe had reckoned that a sum of 
£20,000 per annmn would be required to meet the pro- 
digal extravagance of the Longwood menage. The 
British Government had fixed the allowance at £8,000 
per annum, but this the Governor had, on his own re- 
sponsibihty, increased to £12,000, immediately after 
assuming his duties, an act which speaks volumes for 
his desire to make things as pleasant as possible for 
the exiles, and shows the ludicrous injustice of describ- 
ing hi™ as a cruel and relentless oppressor. Napoleon 
rephes to this remonstrance by stating that it was no 
concern of himself and his friends ; his table was scarcely 
Bupphed with bare necessaries ; the food was all of 
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the very worat quality, and foni times deaier than in 
Paris. As to the Emperor supplementing the ezpen- 
diture out of his own pocket, he had no money, and 
having for a year neither written nor received a letter 
(this was a falsehood), he was in complete ignorance as 
to what was happening in Europe. Forcibly transported 
to that " rock " at 2,000 leagues distance, without being 
able to receive or write a letter (again untrue), he now 
found himself entirely at the mercy of the English 
authorities. He had always wished, and still wished, 
to provide for all his expenses himself, and he would 
do so conditionally on the abrogation of the order iseued 
to the traders of the island, not to engage in correspon- 
dence with him, and the withdrawal of all surveillance 
over him either by the Governor or his agents. As soon 
as his wants were known in Europe, his friends would 
supply the necessary funds. 
Lord Bathurst's ^ letter, he went on, which Sir Eudson 



Did not the EngUsli Ministers know that the spectacle 
of a great man in adversity was the most sublime spec- 
tacle of all ^ Did they not realize that Napoleon 
at St. Helena, subjected to all kinds of persecutions, 
which he endured with absolute serenity (this is sub- 
lime in its effrontery), was grander, more sacred, more 
to be revered than when he was seated on the first 

' Secretary of State for War and the Colonies. 
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throne in the world, where he was for so long the arbiter 
of the destiuies of kings ? Those who, in these cLr- 
cumfitaoces, laclod in lespect for Napoleon, only 
stained their own reputation, and that of the Nation 
they lepresented. 

We have given the contents of this docament at 
some length because it presents in a complete fonn 
the Emperor's whole " case," and is a perfect example 
of his genius for distorting the pl^est facta to his own 
advantage. For the objects for which it was intended, 
to further his cause in Europe and damage the Grovemor, 
it does not lack ingenuity, and was calculated to 
produce a temporary effect on those who were not well 
acquainted with the truth. In these days, however, 
when all the facts so artfully garbled are fully known, 
its only use is to serve as an example of the methods 
originated by Napoleon himself, and since adopted by 
all his worahippeiB, to build up the " Napoleonic 
legend," and deceive the world as to his true character. 
But the memorial defeats itselt — it is too barefaced in 
its perversions ; as, for instance, when it claims grati- 
tude from Alexander for Napoleon's efforts to subdue 
the flames of Moscow. We know the Emperor acted 
many parts in his time. He was conqueror, king- 
maker (and immaker), law-giver, statesman, jacobin, 
democrat, autocrat and other things too numerous 
to mention. But Napoleon as fireman, heroically 
endeavouring to extinguish the oonflsgration that was 
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consoming tlie ancient capital o£ the Czars t No, this, 
this is too much. 

' We know, alas ! from the evidence of eye-witnesses 
that his march through Kussia was Inrid with the blaze 
of burning vill^es, and that so far fiom endeaTouring 
to subdue the flames of Moscow, his enei^es were 
directed solely to escaping with all speed from the 
Kremlin, and placing himself beyond the reach of 
danger in the cb&teau of PeterskoS. 

' BSafion CtrconstaneiM, eta., Labaame, p. 212. 
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^ " l'iNTBIGANT las oases " — GOUEGAUD. 

rpHE Govemoi promptly acknowledged the foiegoing 
■*- memorial. He very pioperly ignored the long 
catalogue of grievances aet forth in the document, 
which, being mainly directed against the Allied Powers, 
was no concern of hie. What had Sir Hudson to do 
with Napoleon's relations with the Emperors of Austria 
and Russia, the capture of Vienna or the treaty of 
Tilsit ? What had he to do even with the conven- 
tion under which the Emperor had been sent to St. 
Helena ? The one duty of the Governor was to take 
care that his troublesome captive did not again break 
loose, and this duty he was determined to fulfil, regard- 
less of the brutal insults it entailed upon him. 

As to the Emperor's resolve not to receive any visitors 
except such as were authorized by the " Grand Mar6- 
chal," Sir Hudson replied that he regretted that Gen- 
eral Bonaparte shotild have found himself worried 

' Journal Inidit de Sainte BS,ine, Baron Goui^aod, vol. i. 
chap, 6, p. 292, 
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by importunate and intrasive calleie, and he would 
at once see that the vexation was stopped. 

' Amoi^ other devices emanating from the fertile 
brains of the Frenchmen in support of their campaign 
of calumny, was the allegation that their food was not 
fit to eat, noi their wine to drink. In fact, it waa 
suggested by them that the diet waa designed to shorten 
the Emperor's hfe. That aU this was a dehberate 
fabrication is shown by the description aheady given 
of the Longwood cuisine. It was, however, a capital 
idea, sure to go down well in Europe, and in order to 
" give verisimilitude to an otherwise bald and uncon- 
vincing narrative," it was agreed that the Emperor 
should begin to sell his plate, a solid proof that he was 
driven to the last eztremity to save himself from starva- 
tion. This news, of course, was duly conveyed to 
Europe to arouse indignation at the cruelty of Eng- 
land, and sympathy for her hapless victim, and to 
supply the Whig Opposition with fresh weapons against 
their pohtical opponents. 

That this enforced plate-selling was simply a " put- 
up job," there is ample evidence, which will be given 
later on. ^ When the third lot had been sacrificed, 
Lowe expressed his regret when he heard of it, and 
we are informed that " he plainly showed how much 



' Memorial de Sle. BS&ne, toL iiL port 6, p. 137, eto. 
' [iowe Pa-pera, Forayth, vol. i. p. 363, 
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afraid he was of blame from hia Government, and Baid 
that he wotUd aend next day to the Cape of Good Hope, 
where he hoped to procure a suitable aetvice." The 
Emperor manifested great pleasure at this, and re- 
marked, " As to Bertrand, I am sorry he has only 
crockery. It was his advice I foUotoed." The whole 
thing was plainly a move in the general campaign 
against Lowe and the British Ministry, every step in 
which was taken after careful dehbeiations among 
the Longwood conspirators. Li fact, whatever time 
they could spare from their eternal round of eating 
and drinking, and quarrelling among themselves, 
was devoted to the concoction of some new device 
for annoying the Governor and discrediting his masters. 
Thus does Satan always find "some mischief still for idle 
hands to do." 

* On the 1st of October, 1816, the Governor notified 
the Emperor that he wished to see him in order to 
acquaint him with the instructions recently received 
from London. Napoleon repUed that he was ill, and 
must ask the Governor to impart the information 
through one of his of&cers. Sir Hudson pressed his 
demand for a personal interview, adding that he desired 
to discuss the matter with " the General." " The Gen- 
eral " having repeated his refusal, the Governor with- 
drew, saying that he would be glad to know when the 

1 Mimontd de Ste. BQiM, vol. iii. part 6, p. 231. 
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audience could take place. The Emperoi vowed that 
he would never receive him again. 

^ Foiled in hie attempt to see Napoleon himself, 
the Governor Bent lor the " Grand Marfchal " to Plan- 
tation House, and iufonned him of the instructions 
received from England. Sir Hudson expressed the 
desirabihty of reducing the redundant household at 
Longwood, and finally decided to get rid of the Pole, 
Capt. Poniontkowsld, and three servants. Bertrand 
informed his friends, however, that Las Cases was 
considered quite the most dangerous and objectionable 
of the whole group ; and with good reason, as he had 
always displayed an ostentatious attitude of hostility, 
and had made himself prominent as an inveterate 
enemy of Lowe. He b^an this conduct, indeed, from 
the very first. It will he remembered that when a 
" declaration " had been required from all the membeis 
of the suite on the Governor's arrival at St. Helena, 
Las Cases had sent in his, couched in highly insolent 
and provocative terms, and it wiD not be inopportune 
to give now the text of this foolish and impoUtic docu- 
ment. 

' " Deckiration. I, the undersigned, repeat the de- 
claration which I made at Plvmoath, that I desire 



' Ibii p. 342. 

> Mirporiei de Sfe, SSine, voL ii. part 3, p. 66. 
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to link myself with the destinies of the Emperor N^io- 
leoD ; to accompany and follow him in older to miti- 
gate, to the utmost of my power, the unjust treatment 
to which he has heen suhjected by an unparalleled 
violation of human rights, which b all the more dis- 
tressing to me, seeing that it was I who conveyed to him 
the oSer of Captain Maitland of the BeUerophon, and 
his assurance that he had orders to receive the Emperor 
and his suite under the protection of the BritiBh flag, 
if that would be agreeable to him, and to conduct 
him to England. 

" The letter of the Emperor Napoleon to the Prince 
Regent (known to all England), which I communicated 
in advance to Captain Maitland, without his m airing 
the least remark, proves to the world, better than any- 
thing I can say, that the Emperor freely and voluo- 
tarily accepted this proffered hospitality, and that he 
has in consequence been made the dupe of bis confi- 
dence and good faith. 

" To-day, in spite of my experience of the horrorB 
of a sojourn in the Island of St. Helena, so prejudicial 
to the health of the Emperot, and all Europeans, and 
although during the six months we have been in the 
island I have endured every kind of privation, to 
which I myself add every day in order to avoid aa 
much as possible a lapse of the respect to which my 
rank and habits entitle me ; ever firm in my s^Lti- 
ments, and determined henceforth that no apprehraisioa 
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of evil, or hope of good shall separate me from t^e 
Empeioi Napoleon, I repeat my desire to reside with 
him, eubmittiiig myself to the restriotioiifi vhich may 
arbitrarily be imposed upon me." 

This document was in itself a declaration of war. 
It repeated the false chaise against the English Goyem- 
meot of having entrapped Napoleon into a sunendeE 
by false pietences, and very oaturally those responsible 
for the detention of the Emperor felt bomid to wstoh 
very carefolly a man who had revealed this bitter animus. 
Moreover Las Gases was the only inmate of Iiong- 
wood who was well versed in the English language, 
which he could both read and write fluently. He had 
passed fourteen years in England, uid had formed in- 
tuuate relations there, and was in frequent correspon- 
dence with his English friends. It was he who was 
the active spirit in getting hbels on the Governor and 
gross falsehoods about the Emperor's treatment 
through to London, where the venomous scribes 
of the Whig Party and its factious representa- 
tives in Parliament turned them to good, or rather 
bad, account. 

In order fully to appreciate the mischief which a 
man like Las Cases could do in these circumstances, 
it will be well to consider the position of aSairs in 
Ei^land at this particular period. ^ 

The Tory Party was in office. Whatevrar one's vUnn 
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may be as to the subsequent policy of that Parly, 
impartial men must admit that it saved the Nation 
at a supreme crisis of its fate. Even Byron, who very 
absuidly posed as a democrat, was in a miHnent of 
candour forced to " venerate our recent glories, and 
wish they were not owing to the Tories." By a 
timely postponement of internal reforms, and a sahi- 
tary suspension of the Constitution, they had averted 
from England the revolutionary horrors which had 
devastated France. There was a nnm^cous faction 
in this country, led by Fox and Sheridan, who were 
in strong sympathy with the French Republicans, 
and were in close correspondence with them. This 
faction, after they had emancipated themselves from 
the influence of Buike and ail the most illustrious 
Whigs of the day, proceeded to the verge of treason 
in their attacks upon the British Ministry, and made 
no concealment of their design completely to revolu- 
tionize the Ck)nstitution on French lines. They found 
th^nselves foiled by the splendid patriotism of Burke, 
and the firmness of the Government, kept to the level 
of their duty by the consummate genius of that iUua- 
trious man. To the frenzy of the Jacobins succeeded 
the glamour of Bonaparte's military prowess, and the 
degenerate Whigs, whose factious hatred of their poUtical 
foes had been infiamed to the point of madness by thdx 
past failure, transferred all their enthusiasm to this 
Dew enony of their country. They exhausted tbeu 
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perverted ingeanity in finding expedients to thwart 
the Govenunmit in csnying on the stupendous struggle. 
They singled out Wellington foi their special abase, 
and tr&nscended the bounds of common decency in 
their attacks upon him, while lie was with iron deter- 
mination driving the French, step by step, out 
of the Peninsula. In the Corporation of London, 
then a nest of Whiggery, his recall was demanded — 
that same Corporation which afterwards presented him 
with a sword of honour, when, in spite of them, he 
had emerged triumphant as the saviour of Europe. 
When the arch-disturber of the peace of the world 
was at last stricken down, they abandoned him as a 
hero, to exalt him as & martyr ; and in their nevm- 
papeiB falsely held him up to the sympathy of mankind 
as a man who had first been entrapped and afterwards 
oppressed. To carry out this new plot E^iunst the 
weUare not only of their own country but of the whole 
of Europe, they received with avidity and pubUsbed 
broadcast every item of unauthoitic gossip sent home 
by the Longwood conspirators. Without verificatioa, 
without even inquiry, they accepted all the fables 
which were concocted in that cmitre of intrigue, to 
injure the fair fame of England, and glorify her in- 
veterate foe. 

There was another danger against which the Govern- 
ment had to guard. The British are a generous people. 
They are erroneously supposed to be unemotional, 
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irtteieas (hey Iiave shown tbenuielTes on oocamon one 
of the most aaotaonal nationB in histoiy. What is 
known as the "sporting instinct," the spirit of "iaii 
play," is one of their most pleasing attribates. They 
diahke "hitting below the belt," oi "IdckiDg a man 
when he is down " ; and even in the most bmtal of 
their sports like to give the quany " law." This golden 
vdn the Whigs, with consummate skill, worked for 
all it was worth in tbe case of Napoleon Bonaparte. 
His letter to the Prince R^ent, roanifeetly written 
for that very purpose, made an appeal to the generoos 
instancts of the British People. He had been for twenty 
years their inveterate foe. At last they had beaten 
him, and was it not in accordance with the ethics of 
the prize-ring, then very popular in England, for the 
two gladiators to shake hands and make friends at 
the close of a fight ? 

There can be no doubt that if the Ministry could 
have seen their way to releasing Napoleon the act 
would have been extremely popular with the multitude. 
But there are times when the nileia of a State most 
ignore the wishes of the mass, who are frequently unable 
to see^their own true interests, and allow their generous 
emotions to override the plain dictates of reason and 
common sense. The Ministry saw their duty cleariy. 
They wisely declined to obtain a passing popularity 
by incurring a terrible risk. They knew only too well 
that if Napoleon once established himself, uncontrolled, 
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either in Euiope or America, the world would be em- 
broiled in inti^es, which, even if they never material- 
ized, would keep open a running sore of unrest and 
appiehenfiion in the whole body politic. Beaides, they 
were hound hy solenm treaty with the Allied Powers, 
se whose mandatories they were acting. 

They saw, however, the danger involved in the active 
Bonapartist agitation, which, fed by falsehoods from 
St. Helena, had its ramifications in all parts of the world. 
Worked upon by those cunning concoctions, the British 
people might get out of hand, and it was therefore 
the bounden duty of the Govermnent to do all in its 
power to cut off the supply at the source, AJl the 
measures taken to this end were in our opinion not only 
justifiable but imperatively neceasary. 

It is easy enough in these days, separated by nearly 
a century from that time of national danger, for poets 
and poetesses and other neurotic persons to condenm 
the want of " chivalry " displayed by BngUsh statesmen 
to their fallen foe. Those who had hved through 
Austerlitz, Jena, Friedland, Moscow and Trafalgar, 
and in whose ears the thunder of the guns at Waterloo 
may be said to have been still reverberating, are not 
to be judged in that way. They only did what was 
their plain duty. They pursued the only policy that 
could have secured beyond all doubt the general per- 
manent peace of the world. 

ThAe considerations make it obvious that a person 
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of Las Casee' autecedeots and counectionB was a veiy 
imdesiiable member of Napoleon's hoasehold, and it 
is not to be wondered at that he was, as we shall pieeently 
see, the first to be removed from the iBland. 
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napoleon's iqnobanoe of bnqland 

A S we have arrested the course of oui narrative to 
consider the poBition of afiaiis in 'England at 
the period of which we write, it may not be out of 
place to glance for a moment at Napoleon's ideas of 
England, especially as it was his ignorance of our country 
and the characbei of its inhabitants that mainly led 
to his downfall. His outlook was eo entirely foreign 
to the spirit of the English people that he utterly failed 
to undeistand the motives which lay at the root of 
their obstinate and unbending resistance to his power. 
Thia appears very strongly in some remarks he made 
at St. Helena on the pohcy which was adopted by 
the British Ministry at the general settlement of 
1815. 

* "After twenty years of war," said the Emperor, 
"after such an enormous expenditure of treasure, such 
immense subsidies contributed to the common cause, 
after a triumph beyond all expectations, what has 

I Mbnariai de Sle. SSine, voL iii. part 6, p. 81, etc. 
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England gained % CaBtlereagh had the whole Con- 
tinent at hia feet ; what great advantages, what equit- 
able recompense haa he obtained for Hb country 1 
He has made peace aa if he had been vanquished. I 
could not have treated him worse had I been victorious. 
Two powerful motives prompted England during the 
struggle — ^the national interest and hatred of me. In 
the moment of triumph the violence of the one should 
have obliterated the other. Thousands of years will 
elapse before such an opportunity will occur again for 
securing the welfare — ^the true greatness of Sngland. 
Was it Caatlereagh's corruption or ignorance ? He 
has distributed the spoils with open hand to the sove- 
reigns of the Continent, and has reeerved nothing for 
his own country, and runs the risk of being accused 
as their creature rather than their ally. He has given 
away immense territories. Russia, Prussia, and Austria 
have gained millions of new population. Where do 
we find England's equivalent 1 She, who nevertheless 
was the soul of the struggle ; she who had borne all 
the cost, and is already reaping the fruit of Continental 
gratitude. My Continental system is being continued ; 
her manufactures are excluded, while she might have 
insisted that free and independent seaports shotild have 
hned the coasts — such as Dantzig, Hambuig, Antwerp, 
Dunkirk, Genoa and others — which would have been 
the entrepots of her manufactures, with which she could 
have flooded Europe in spite of all the custom-hoosefl 
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in the woiM. She had the right and the need of doing 
this ; her demands would have been juBt, and who 
could have prevented her at the moment of victory ? 
Why create for herself an embarrasement, and in time 
a natural enemy, by uniting Belgium and Holland, 
when she m^ht have secured two great outlets for her 
commerce by keeping them apart ? Holland, which 
has no manufactures, was the natural market for those 
of England ; and Belgium, as an English colony, und^ 
an English prince, would have been the gate through 
which she could have poured her goo^ into France 
and Germany. Why were not Spain and Forti^at 
bound to her by a treaty of comm^x» for a long term 
of years, which would have amply recouped her for 
the enormous cost of their deliverance, and which could 
have been obtained under the threat of setting free 
their Colonies 1 Why were no advantages exacted in 
the Baltic and the various States of Italy ? After 
having straggled so long for the supremacy of the seas, 
why fail to insist upon its benefits when they were 
hers by the force of events ? Was it due to the fear that 
while approving the usurpation of others, hers might 
be refused ? If so, who could have opposed her ? She 
may even now r^ret her policy when too late. But 
she has missed the psychological moment, and it will 
never return. Castlereagh is the only man who could 
have acted thus ; he has been the tool of the Holy 
Alliance, and future ages wilt curse him. The Lauder- 
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dales, the GrenviUes, the Wellesleys and others would 
have taken a very difierent comae, because they would 
have shown themselves patriots." 

The fact is that Napoleon judged England by hia 
own standard. He could not conceive of statesmen 
acting from any other motive than either to acquire 
riches and glory for themselves, or territory lor theii 
country. England maintained the struggle against 
Napoleon, not from a desire for territorial ezpansioD, 
but for the preservation of her national existence ; 
for she knew that if Europe were welded into one homo- 
geneous empire under Napoleon's rule, her national 
existence would not be worth many years' puichaae. 
The British people valued above all other earthly 
things their insular independence ; their venerable 
laws, and their glorious laoguf^. They had no fancy 
for becoming a mere appan^e of an imperial system, 
the centre of which would be Paris, with London reduced 
to the level of a provincial town. The common and 
statute law of England was good enough for them, and 
they preferred it to all the cut-and-dried symmetry 
of the Code Napoleon. It was because they were 
determined to preserve this glorious inheritance, 
derived from their forefathers, that they never rested 
until they had brought the French GoIobbus to his 
knees. 

The British people had also learnt that th^ inde- 
poidence could only be seemed by theii snpiemaqy 
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on the aeas, and if they had gained nothing else by 
the tiemendous stru^Ie, this one achievement amply 
repaid them for ^1 the blood they had shed and the 
treaauie they had lavished. The really decifiive battle 
of the Napoleonic wars was Trafalgar and not Waterloo. 
NelBon'8 victory settled the question of maritime su- 
piemacy. It sealed the fate of the French in Spain, 
and the liberation of the Peninsula lit up a fiie of 
patriotism which blazed across Europe from Lisbon 
to Moscow, and consumed Napoleon's system in its 
flames. 

The lesson then learnt has never been forgotten. 
To remain supreme upon the ocean, no matter from 
what quarter that supremacy may be menaced, is 
still the settled purpose of the British race. It is the 
one question before which party divisions disappear, 
or rather in respect of which Uiere b only one party — 
the entire nation. 

Having achieved this great resnlt by her twenty 
years of warfare, and having removed to a distance of 
2,000 leagues the man who threatened hw nationid 
existence, England could afEord with good-humoured 
indifi^«nce to throw to her allies the debris of the 
Napoleonic Empire. 

Napoleon, that "great self-seeker, trampling on the 
light," was utterly unable to understand the reasons 
for England's undying h(»tihty to him and his schemes. 
Witji ium "glory" and personal ambition were the 
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only objecta to be poisned, and in thdi pniBait lie was 
□tterly indiffeient to tbe means he adopted, whether 
it was the effusion of oceans of blood oi the most on 
scrupulous trickery and duplldty. 
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CHAPTER XVm 

THE NEW " DECLAKATION " 

|HE new instractionfi wkich, aa we have said, had 
been leceived by the Governor, and explained 
by him to the exiles through the " Grand Mar^chal," 
varied in several respects from those previously in force, 
and made it necessary to exact a freeh " declaration " 
from each of the suite to conform to the new regulations. 
Thia may a^Fpear on the face of it a superfluous re- 
quirement, but it must be remembered that the Long- 
wood cSierie had by now manifested their aggressive 
hostility not only to the British Government but to 
the Governor himself, and had shown their malignant 
ingenuity for manufacturing causes of complaint. It 
was, therefore, quite likely that they might have re- 
sisted the new rules on the pretext that they bad only 
agreed to be bound by the old, and it was to meet this 
contingency that another declaration of acceptance was 
required of them. 

^ The document was couched in the following terms : — 

1 M^morid de Ste. Ha&ae, vol. iu. part 6, p. 278. 
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" I, the undeiaigned, hereby declare that it ia my wish 
to r^nain in the Island of St. Helena, and to participate 
in the leetrictionB imposed upon General Bonaparte, 
personally." 

These restrictions consisted ol a definition of the 
limits within which the Emperoi wonld be allowed 
free movement ; the placmg of sentineb at points be- 
yond which no person would be allowed to approach 
the house or garden of Iiongwood without the per- 
tuissiou of the Governor ; the notification of the offlcei- 
in-charge of Napoleon's intention to go beyond certain 
places when taking exercise on horseback; it vaa 
added that no obstacle would be put in his way, pro- 
vided this notification were given. If Kapoleon desired 
to extend his walks in any other direction, he must be 
accompanied by an officer of the Governor's stafE, or 
if there was not time to arrange this, then the officer 
attached to Longwood would undertake this duty. 
The r^ulations akeady in force to prevent conmiunica- 
tions with all persons whatsoever without the Governor's 
permission, must be strictly observed ; Napoleon must 
therefore abstain from entering any house, or engaging 
in conversation with any one he might encounter, 
except in the presence of a British officer. All persons 
who, with the consent of Napoleon, might receive per- 
mits from the Governor to visit him, must, notwith- 
itanding such permission, refrain fropi cojumunicating 
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witib any mNober of the Boite, luileaB tiie penuit er- 
preasly allowed it. At Bunset the boundaries of the 
garden of Longwood would be considered to constitute 
the limits, and at that hour s^itriee would be placed 
around it, but so as not to inconvenience Napoleon, 
by watching his peison, should he desiie to continue 
his promenade after that hoar. Daring the night the 
sentiies were to be placed close to the house, as was 
the custom formerly, and all admission would be pre- 
vented until the eentries were withdrawn from the 
house and garden next morning. All letters for Long- 
wood to be placed by the Governor in a sealed enve- 
lope, and sent to the officer on duty, to be dehvered 
unopened to the officer of Napoleon's suite to whom it 
■waa addreesed, so that the recipient could be assured 
that no pereon other than the Governor knew its 



These r^nlations will no doubt appear stringent 
and severe, and so no doubt they were. But in con- 
sidering them we must remember the circmnstanoeB in 
which they originated. They were baaed upon the 
principle laid down by the British Ministry when it 
was first decided to ensure the permanent peace of the 
world by sending Napoleon to St. Helena. The Emperor 
was to be treated with all the indulgence that might 
be consistent with the absolute security of his person. 
When he was first established on the island compfu»tive 
freedom was allowed him : but when it was discovered 
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that he had declsied war to the knife vith the British 
GoTenunent and its repiesentatiTe, and that his inter- 
views \vith visitors were perverted to the disBemination 
of all sorts of falsehoods, with the object of fomenting 
an agitation in Eniope, and that libels and sUndtoB 
were being smuggled ont of the island with the same 
design, the situation was materially altered, and drastic 
measures had to be taken to put a stop to the nuisance. 
The consummate ability with which Napoleon deluded 
his visitors into the behef that he was the victim of 
perfidy and oppression, and the malign activity of 
Las Cases in spreading the same delusion through his 
English connections, left the Government no alterna- 
tive but to take the most decided steps to nip this con- 
spiracy in the bud. Hence it was that the original 
regulations had to be modified, and another code 
substituted for them j but the responsibility for its 
increased severity must rest upon Napoleon and 
his suite, whose conduct had made it absolutely 
necessary. 

^ The exiles held a conclave to consider their line of 
action in face of this new m&chancdi — whether to 
follow the example of the illustrious Pistol, after most 
horribly swearing, and sign the document, or as an 
alternative, sufier expulsion from the island. The 
Emperor," indignant at the vexations with which they 
had akeady been overwhelmed on his account," urged 
> MSmorial de Ste. HHifK. vol. iu. port 6, p. 281. 
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them rather to abandon him than to snbmit, and to 
retiun to Euiope to beai witn^ to the '* living tomb " 
to which they had found themselveB coQBigned. It is 
a pity that they did not peisist in their refusal, as a 
break-up of the cSterie would have greatly simplified 
the duty of the British Government and their agent, and 
would doubtless have made it possible to relax somewhat 
the restrictions, which, in existing circumstances, they 
were reluctantly compelled to impose upon Xapoleon. 

However, they finally decided to sign the declara- 
tion, substituting in it, however, the words "the 
Emperor Napoleon " for those of " General Bonaparte." 
As this would have been, on the Governor's part, a 
recognition of the title which he was specifically in- 
structed not to recognize in any shape or form, the 
declarations were returned, with a request that they 
should be sent in exactly in the terms drawn np by him. 

^It is needless to say that this created a veritable 
explosion of rage in the French camp, and the Emperor 
delivered himself on the matter as follows. " The out- 
rages to which those who are around me are daily sub- 
jected, and which, it seems, are to be redoubled in 
future, constitute a spectacle which I am unable longer 
to endure. You must leave me ; I cannot bear that 
you should submit yourselves to such reBtrictions. I 
prefer to remain alone. Go, then, to Europe, where you 
will publish the odious methods adopted towards me ; 
> MimoritU de ate. BaiM. voL iij. ^ 6, p. 281. 
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and piodaim how yoa have seen me descending alive 
into the grave. Not only do I not wish you to sign tia» 
declaration, bnt I forbid yon to do bo. ... If they 
expel you foi refusing to comply with sach an idiotic 
fomLalit7, they are capable, latei on, of doing so for 
even a moie frivolous reason. They want to get lid 
of yon one by one. I prefer that you should go «» 
matse ; for perhaps th^ce may be advantage to be 
gained by such a course." 

Great advant^e, imqnestionably ; first in riddir^ 
himself of his quarrelsome friends, whose jealoiiBieR, 
as we have seen, poisoned his existeoce; and next, 
in letting loose in Europe a band of fanatical apostles, 
who should preach a Napoleonic crusade with all the 
fervour and frenzy of Fetei the Hermit. 

1 However, the conference was interrupted by the 
announcement that the Governor was at Bertrand's 
house, about fifty yards from Longwood, where he 
requested the pleasure of an interview with the mem- 
bers of the suite. The " Grand Marshal " saw the 
Governor tite-d-tiie, and refused to sign the declara- 
tion ; he conveyed an intimation that Sir Hudson 
would prefer to see the other three together. Las 
Cases, however, presented himself alone. 

^He had understood that the Giovemor was much 
inoKised with him, and arrived therefore with all his 

I JUimanal dt 8te. RUltae, vol. iiL part 6, p. 28A. 
* 11^ p. 286, 
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wsr-ptunt on. But, to his BaTpiise, Sir Hadson cod* 
dacted him, with marked politeness, into ao inner 
chamber, leaving the officers of his suite in an anteroom. 
Hen Love told him that he would await the arrival 
of de Montholon and Goargaad ; but on Las Cases asking 
him if he had any objection to discussing mstteis with 
him in private, the Governor replied that he had none 
in the world, and the conversation proceeded. Lowe 
asked Las Cases if he was aware of the decision taken 
by Bertrand, to which the Count replied that he was, 
and that he intended to make the same answer. He 
could not, continued he, understand why bo much 
importuice was attached to a mere formality, which 
was as distasteful to them as it appeared useless to 
the Qovemment. " It is not in my power," replied the 
Governor, " to make the alteration yon desire. Z am 
instructed to require your signature to the document, 
exactly as I have written it, and I, as an English officer, 
cannot therefore ^ree to vary it in accordance with 
your wishes." Las Cases rejoined that he was not 
aware of this fact; Lowe, as an Englishman, was 
obliged to exact this condition ; he as a Frenchman, most 
sign the declaration in his langtu^e, that is, he must 
txanalate it. Let the Governor dictate the phrase to 
which he (Las Cases) must affix his signature, and he 
would do his best to render it in French. " Observe," 
said the Count, " how perfectly frank I am, and form 
jonr own opinion ai to whether I wish to create em- 
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banassments." The GktvemoT, we are told, seemed 
much struck with this idea. Las Cases then dwelt upoo 
the distress occasioned to the suite by what was, after 
all, a quibble over words. To insist would make their 
position frightful {affreuae). It would drive th^n to 
veritable despair. To separate from the Emperor 
would be woiae than death, but could he, on the other 
hand, degrade him by his own act ? Sir Hudson, 
who by this time must have reached the limit of his 
patience, seeii^ that no amount of argument could 
relieve hitri from the necessity of carrying out his 
instructions, here with some asperity referred to the 
gross ill-treatment he himself had been subjected to, and 
observed that he recognized no title to respect except 
the poBsessiou of moral qualities. " In that case," 
enei^etically rephed the Count, "the Emperor could 
with safety discard all his titles, and would gain thereby 
the right to be treated by all the Universe on that 
basis." For some time longer Las Gases continued his 
expostulations ; the Governor listened to him patiently, 
making but few remarks, and then terminated the inter- 
view. 

De Montholon and Goui^aud then had their tnin, 
after which the Emperor was informed of what had 
occurred, when he repeated in substance what he had 
previously said. 

■ While the whole party were discussing the state of 
> Manorial lU 8k. nSine, voL iii. port 6, p. 289. 
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afiaiis in tlie garden, two Btiangers appeared close at 
hand. The Emperoi sent to know who they were, 
and they proved to belong to a ship which was sailing 
next day for Europe. The Emperor inquired which 
of the authorities they would see on arriving in London, 
and on the leply being Loid Bathiirst, he seized the 
golden opportunity of asking them to deliver the 
following message to his h>rdBhip : 

" Tell him that I am being treated abominably by 
his orders, and that he has here an agent who fulfils 
thcan to the letter. If he intends to rid himself of 
me, he had better despatch me at once, and not kill 
me by inches. Nothing could be more barbarous. 
There is nothing Ei^jlish in all this. I attribute it to a 
few individuals. I esteem the Prince Regent, the 
bulk of the Ministry and the British nation too much to 
hold them responsible. However, come what may, my 
body alone is in the power of evil men ; my soul reigns 
supreme ; even from the depths of a dungeon it can 
soar to Heaven." 

It is not known whether his lordship ever received 
this bombastic communication, which was, in any case, 
not likely to make much impression on the British War 
Office, * or materially alter the determination of the 
Allied Powers to keep Napoleon out of mischief. 

^ That evening, during dinner, the Governor infonned 

the " Grand Marshal " by letter that in view of the 

> Mimoriai de iSle. SQine, vol iii. part 6, p. 20O. 
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general refusal to sign the declaration, lie would at 
once give orders for the immediate removal of every 
member of the snite to Europe. 

This produced a wonderful effect. The declaration 
was at ouce signed by Las Cases, de Montholou and 
Gourgaud, and sent posb-haate to the Oovemor through 
the British ofiScer on duty at Longwood, while a letter 
to Bertrand informed that dignitary of the uncondi- 
tional surrender. 

1 In his Voice from St. Hdena, O'Meara gives a veey 
brief description of this acene. He sayB the ultimatum 
produced great grief and conatemation among the 
inmates of Longwood, who, without the knowledge 
of Napoleon, waited on Captain Foppleton (the officer 
on duty at Longwood) after midnight, and signed tihe 
obnoxious paper — ^with the exception of Santini, who 
vowed he would never do so, because it did not describe 
Napoleon as " the Emperor." 

But now let us see how the veracious surgeon de- 
Bcribes the occurrence to his fidus Achates, Finlaison. 
Writing with his accustomed franknesa, on the 23rd 
of Dec^nber, 1816, he says : 

*' This threw them into the greatest consternation, 
and notwithstanding all the vapouring of the morning, 
and assertions of honour before life, accompanied by 
gestures, such as baring tbeii bosoms, and protesting 
that a dagger should be passed through hearts, fiuth* 
> A Voice from 3U. Bdeita, O'Msua, toL i pi 160. 
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fnl flven in death, and which, even in the last agonies, 
would vibrate only for the Emperor, ere they would sign 
his degradation, Messrs. Las Cases and Gourgaud came 
into Poppleton's room in the dead of night, with crest- 
fallen conntenances, streaming eyes, and the declare 
tions, signed, in their hands, imploring him to send them 
at that unseasonable hour of the night to the Ghivemor, 
so much had the fear of being sent away bewildered 
their intellects. Next morning at five, de Montholon 
went in to Foppleton again, begging him to hurry 
the documents away, fancying every moment that he 
saw an officer and part^ in the load to bundle them on 
board the ship." 

This highly-coloured and very ill-natured descrip- 
tion would appear to be a gross exaggeration, as Captain 
Poppleton's account of the aSair is very difierent, con- 
taining nothing about the hysterical display made by the 
exiles. It is only significant of the despicable behavioui 
of O'Meara, who, while posing as the affectionate friend 
of Napoleon and his suite, was thus lampooning them 
in his private correspondence, and shows what credit 
should be attached to his subsequent libds on the 
Governor. 

As a conclusion to this affair, Napoleon s^it the 
following " Note " to the Governor : 

^ " I am informed that in the course of the con- 
versation between General Lowe and several of my 
> MimoHti de SU. EBine, voL iii. pait 6^ p. 300. 
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suite, things were said wHch do not accoid with my 
ideas. I placed my abdication in the hands of the 
national representatives in favour of my son. I sought 
refuge in England, in the full confidence that I should 
be allowed to live there, or in America, in complete 
retirement, and under the name of one of my colonels 
who was killed by my side, detennined to remain 
aloof from all political afiairs of any deecription what- 
ever, 

" On my arrival on board the Northumberland, I wa6 
told I was a prisonei of war, that I was to be transported 
to the other side of the line, and that I was to be styled 
General Bonaparte, I have a right to bear openly my 
title of Emperor Napoleon, in opposition to the title 
of Gieneral Bonaparte, which it is sought to foist upon 
me. 

" Seven or e^ht months ago the Count de Montholon 
proposed to avoid certain trifling difficulties which 
were continually arising by adopting some ordinary 
name. The Admiral considered it his duty to refei 
the question to London, and there the matter rests. 

" I am now given a name which has this advantage, 
that it does not falsify the past, but it is not in accordance 
with the usages of Society. I am at all times willing to 
assume a name which conforms to ordinary custom, 
and I repeat that when it is deemed fit to terminate 
this cruel exile, I desire to remain a complete stranger 
to pohtics, no matter what occurs in the wodd. 
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That is my idea. Anjrthing aaid to the contraiy is 
opposed to the troth." ' 

The fatal defecst of this document is that the state- 
ments contained in it aie not tme. So far from it having 
been the writer's intention to abstain entirely from 
pohticB, we have shown, from his own utterances at 
St. Helena, the couise he had marked out for himself in 
the event of hia being allowed to live either in England 
or in the United States. His residence was to be made 
a centre of intrigue, whence an agitation was to be 
carried on against the order of thin^ established at 
the peace of 1815. The Powers of Eiirope knew theii 
man well, after twraty years' experience, and how 
impoBsible it was that such a daring, restless spirit 
should ever settle down into peaceful obscurity. His 
own words have proved to praterity the inexorable 
necessity of the policy adopted with r^ard to him. 

Before leaving the subject of the " Declaration," 
it win be as well to consider the conduct of Napoleon's 
suite in that connection. Their case difEers entirdy 
from that of Kapoleon himself. He had been com- 
pulsorily B^reg&ted at St. Helena owing to the impera- 
tive necessity of securing the peace of the world ; 
and he was therefore under no obligation to acquiesce 
in his detention or to abstain from attempts to escape. 
On the other hand, his attendants had gone into volun- 
tary esle. At their own request the British Qovem- 
ment permitted them to accompimy theii master to 
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the ^land ; but only on certain conditions, embodied 
in the Declaration, which each of them had signed. 
They were at perfect liberty either to remain in Eoiope, 
01 to go to St. Helena on the promise ffathfully to 
observe the regulations Imd down for enanring th« 
great object — t^e safe custody of the Emperor's peiaoD. 
Having dehbeiately made theii choice, with full know- 
ledge aad acceptance of the conditions, it is difficult to 
reconcile their subsequent condoct with any code o£ 
honour. They wwe essentially on •parole, and it ii 
recognized that the breaking of "parf^ reflects dishonoin 
on him who is guilty of it. The course pursued 1^ 
Napoleon's suite was one consistent violation of theii 
signed undertaking, and convicts them of a dishonoui- 
able contravention of their written pledge, upon the 
faith of which they were alone permitted to share 
their master's ezHe. 
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rpHE time is now appioacliing when we shall have to 
-'- take leave of Las Cases ; and the rest of out 
narrative will be based upon other sources of infor- 
mation. It is as well, therefore, to sum up the chaises 
which he brings against the Governor, and see how 
much substance there is in them. We say advisedly 
against the Grovemor himself, for the purpose of this 
work is not bo much to vindicate the action of the 
British Government in their treatment of Napoleon 
(though in that respect we have shown how entirely 
justified it was by the circumstances of [the case), but to 
clear Sir Hudson Lowe's memory from the cruel and 
unfounded slanders with which it has been sought to 
besmirch it. Fortunately, in his Journal, Las Cases 
has himself given this summary, which, of course, 
presents the case for the object of his idolatry as favonr- 
ably as possible, and seeks to blacken to the ntmost the 
conduct of the Governor. 

He starts with a falsehood. " It has been seen," he 

writes, " t^t the advent of the new Governor was for 

109 
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us the begmning of a Buuster odstence," As a matter 
of fact, nothing of the sort has been seen. Before Sii 
Hndfion appeared, the policy of piovocation had alieady 
been ^leed upon and put into operation against Admiial 
Cockbum. Las Gases himself describes the studied 
politeness displayed by Lowe towards him on their first 
meeting, and we have seen how the Governor, from his 
first interview with Napoleon, manifested an evidently 
sincere desire to get on as good terms with his captive 
as their relative positions would permit, and how aU 
his advances were repulsed. The insults hurled at the 
Governor by Napoleon went on in a continual crescendo 
of brutality at each successive interview, in spite of the 
patience and forbearance with which Sir Hudson met 
them. All this is on the record of Las Gases himself. 
He charges the Governor with striking terror into th« 
inhabitants of the island in regard to their relatdons 
with the exiles — ^those inhabitants who, on the ter- 
mination of Lowe's governorship, presented him with an 
address of thanks for his beneficent rule. He com- 
plains that the Grovemor forbade correspondence, 
which is a auggeslio falsi, for correspondence was per- 
mitted under certain regulations imposed by the Bntish 
Government. He accuses him of inviting Napoleon to 
dinner as General Bonaparte, with the object of ex- 
hibiting him to a lady of quality who was visiting 
the island ; a malevolent interpretation of the Governor's 
motives, which discloses the animus of a mind m aeaioh 
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of a grievance. The rest of the charges are aa follows : 
" On the authority of a despatch dragging the Emperor 
down into the mndj" to diBcusa household matters 
with him ; worrying him to provide money which he 
did not possess to meet some of the reckless expenditnie 
at Longwood, and compelling him to sell his plate to a 
buyer and at s price fixed by the Governor ; limiting 
the household to a bottle of wine a day, and including 
the Emperor in the restriction ; enforcing the most 
outrageous limits to the Emperor's movements in the 
island ; digging ditches and erecting palisades and 
" redouts " (sic) around Longwood ; compelling the 
signing of the declaration under pain of immediate 
expulsion from St. Helena. 

Of these charges some are palpably false, some 
partially so, some gross exaggerations, some fantaaric, 
and for most of them Sir Hudson was not personally 
responsible. Those that are absolutely false are the 
"terror-striking" matter; the compulsory sale of the 
plate, which was a transparent dodge of Kapoleon to 
give colour to the charge of a dehberate attempt to 
starve him. Clearly, the plate need not have been sold, 
if he had brought his household expenses within reason- 
able limits, besides which it will be seen later that he 
was at that very time in possession of ample resources. 
The chaige which is partially false is the prohibition of 
correspondence ; the ex^geiation is to be found in the 
dicing of ditches and the erection of palisades and 
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" redouts." There were no " redonts " erected neaz 
Longwood. It is in tlie laat degree fantastic to groniid 
a complaint on the Govemoi'a desiie to discuss house- 
hold matteis with Napoleon. What else was he to do ! 
The British (Government had, through Lowe's action, 
raised the snbsidj allotted to the support of the exiles 
from £8,000 to £12,000 per annum. Lowe had to woik 
with that sum at his disposal — ^he could get no more. 
He found that £20,000 would be barely sufficient to 
cover the cost of the household, imd was forced to 
discuss ways and means with Napoleon accordingly. 
He had to account for his management to his Govern- 
ment, who would naturally want to know where all this 
money was going to. In any case, the comphunts, 
with the one exception of the Governor's desire to 
discuss ways and means, should have been made, if at 
all, against the British Govenunent,^and not urged as 
acts of oppression against the Governor himself. 

And now let us see what Sir Hudson had to complain 
of on his side. Here, also, Las Gases saves us the 
trouble of sifting the matter out ourselves, for he has 
catalogued the Emperor's abuse with evident approval 
and satisfaction, quite unconscious, apparently, that he 
thereby damns his idol's case. 

Apparently unable to describe the simplest facts 
without falling into inaccuracy, he says : " The Em^ 
peror, goaded to extremes by such ignoble treatment, 
and BO many gratuitous " mSchano^," expressed 
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himsell without reserve to Six Hudson Lowe tumseU. 
Now, we have already shown that before the Governor 
had time for " mechanc^," indeed immediately after 
his first interview with hie captive, Napoleon declared 
war, and soon -afterwards began those brutal insults 
which Las Cases covers up with the euphemism " with- 
out reserve." It is therefore quite obvious which of the 
two men was guilty of " mSchancet^." However, 
here is a recapitulation of some of Napoleon's choice 
phrases, as given by Las Cases : — 

"The worst thing the English Government have 
done is not in sending me here, but in having placed 
me in your power," 

" I had reason to complain of the Admiral, your 
predeccBBor, but at all events he had a heart." 

" You disgrace your nation and your name will be 
blasted." 

" This Governor has nothing of the Englishman about 
him ; he is only a rascally Siciliui police spy." 

"I complained at first that they had sent me a 
gaoler, but I now find they have sent me a hangman." 

To which Lob Cases adds a significant etc., etc. The 
reader will appreciate the propriety of this addendum 
in view of the inadequacy of Las Cases' examples of 
his master's billingsgate. 

Before proceeding to trace the circumstances which 
led to Las Cases' expulsion from St. Helena, a brief 
Bketcb of his career may not be out of place. 
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' On the outbreak of the ReTolntion, as a member 
of the old French noblesse, Las Gases natnislly found 
himself on the loyaUst side. He was then in hia twenty- 
first year, and was at that period a lieutenant in 
the French navy. He fled from Fiance at the time 
of the general emigration of the nobility, and spent 
some years in England, until the amnesty granted by 
the First Consul at the treaty of Amiena enabled him 
to return to France. Shortly afterwards monarchy was 
restored under the imperial regime, and the astonishing 
victories of Austerlitz, Jena and Friedland ; the treaties 
of Fresbuig and of Tilsit intoxicated France with 
glory and made her the mistress of Europe. Secured 
on his throne by this succession of triumphs, Napoleon 
gathered round him all the members of the old nobility 
whom he could induce to accept monarchy in its new 
form. A brilliant career was thus suddenly opened to 
men who had shortly before been ruined fugitives from 
their fatherland, and who had either found themselves in 
the service of foreigners, fighting against their country, 
or reduced to the direst espediente to ebe out a miserable 
existence. Las Cases had been one of the more for- 
tunate of these exiles, for he had discovered a mine of 
wealth in his Historical Atlaa, and having arrived in 
England with seven louis in his pocket, returned to 
France with 'several thousand pounds. The glamonz 
of Napoleon's fune, and the apparent hopeles 
> Memorial it Sie, HSine, voL L part 1, p. !^ e 
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the Botubon cause, decided him. He lesolved to 
accept the new order, and aflame with the ambition of 
sharing in such glories, he joined the French aimy at 
Flushing as a volunteer. He was appointed chamber- 
Iain to the Emperor, and remained faithful to him 
afterwards. During the exile at Elba he kept quiet, 
and offered his serviceB on Napoleon's letum to Paris. 

* Las Cases was of diminutive stature, scarcely ex- 
ceeding five feet in height, and his mind appeaiB to 
have been fitted to his physique. His motives in 
accompanying Kapoleon to St. Helena were krgely 
compounded of vanity and self-interest. To have 
remained in Europe after the Bourbon restoration 
would have been to doom himself to obscurity, for as 
an apostate royalist, he could have hoped for no con- 
sideration under the new regime. On the other hand, 
to identify himself with the ex-Emperor in his exile 
was to draw the eyes of the world upon him ; and 
possessing as he did a considerable hteiary talent, it 
ofiered him the prospect of distinction and profit as an 
author. He had, as we have said, ateeady made a hit 
and a good deal of money out of his Hittoricai Atlas, 
and no doubt golden visions presented themselves 
to his mind as the Boswell of his imperial Johnson. 
The eagerness which he subsequently displayed to 
get out of the island after he had Eicquired all that was 
worth gleaning from his loquacious mastei, Bhowa that 
■ The awrender of Sapokfm, M&itlaod, p. 227. 
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his pieteocd of undyii^ fidelity and iMcoic Belf-sacrifioe 
was to a large extent bunkum. Napoleon soon began 
to lepeat himself in his fanciful nanations of his career, 
and Las Cases, as soon as his budget of notes was foil, 
was probably anxious to put them into profitable 
shape before the subject grew stale. His persistent 
trickiness and mendacity show him to have been en- 
tirely devoid of a sense of honour, and not at all of the 
stufi of which martyrs are made. 
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CHAPTER XX 

EXIT LAS CASES 

ll/E now come to the evenia whicli led to the removal 
' ' of Las Gases from St. Helena. 

He had all along taken a leading part in hratility 
to the Governor, and had been the foremost in sending 
defamatory and mendacious communications to Europe. 
The others, indeed, had restricted their letters to 
domestic concerns and matters of a trivial character. 
It was therefore only right and proper that the authorities 
^ould keep a sharp look-out on his proceedings. 

* In the middle of November, 1816, the Governor 
had received a warning that a mulatto named James 
Scott, who had been engaged as a servant by the Count, 
was a person of suspicious character, and had been 
employed by him to carry an important letter to the 
Baroness Sturmer, the wife of the Austrian Commis- 
sionei. She told her husband, who, of course, at once 
informed Sir Hudson. Finding that Las Cases had 
engaged this man without the sanction of Admiral 

' Xotew Papers, Forayth, voL L p. 367, etc. 
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Cockbnm, the Governor resolved to remove him, bat 
g&ve the Count the choice of another servant. Las 
Cases, however, declined the option and contented 
himself with assistance from the service at Longwood. 
Scott denied to the Giovemor ever having conveyed 
other letters from his masters, and was diBmissed with a 
warning against contravening the regulations made in 
that r^ard under penalty of severe ponishment. 

Some days afterwards, on the 25th of November, a 
man named John Scott waited on the Governor and 
said he was the father of James. His son, he went on, 
had been at Longwood on the previous day, and on his 
return showed V'Tn a waistcoat into the lining of which 
were sewn two strips of white taffeta silk, inscribed 
with minute writing. He also had an ordinary letter 
from Las Cases, addressed to Lady Clavering, which 
proved merely to be his " character " as a servant. The 
writing on the two pieces of silk, which was so small 
as only to be decipherable with a magnifying glass, 
turned out to be letters from the Count to Lady Claver- 
ing in London and Lucien Bonaparte in Rome. When 
the father saw these mysterious objects he became 
greatly alarmed, and told his son he must at once inform 
the Governor of the aSair. The son, however, was 
much too frightened to go himself, so John Scott bad 
lost no time in acquainting Sir Hudson with what was 
going on. The Governor warmly thanked him for 
bis honest conduct, and immediately had James Scott 
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snested ; while the pieces of Bilk were handed over to 
Majoi Gorrequer to be transcribed. On returning 
to James Town the Governor found that the aSsir had 
become known, John Scott having told several people 
before his interview with Sir Hudson. Prompt meaaures 
were therefore necessary. James Scott was sent for to 
the Governor's house, who there examined the contents 
of the writings. He ordered Mr. Kainsford, the Inspector 
of Felice, to meet him on the road to Longwood, whither 
he set ont, accompanied by Sir G. Bingham. Sir 
Hndson first saw Bertrand, while inquiries were being 
made as to what Las Cases was then doing. He was 
walking in the garden with the Emperor, while his son 
was indoors, writing. Lowe was deairoue of not having 
the Count arrested in Napoleon's presence, nor to be 
present when the arrest was effected. He left the matter 
entirely in the hands of Mr. Kamsford and Sir Thomas 
Beade, the Governor's aide-de-camp, and in case of 
resistance directed that his (the Governor's) orderly 
dragoon should be in readiness, as well as Beade'a 
own, and that a reUef of sentries should be within call. 

When told he was under arrest, Las Cases made no 
resistance, only asking to be allowed to see the Emperor. 
This was refused and he then quietly submitted — indeed, 
resistance would have been nseless. He was then 
taken to the house at Hutt's Gate, where Bainsford 
brought hia papers, and makrog t^em up into a parcel, 
sealed it with Beade's seal left for the purpose and 
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Las Cases' own. The packet was tlien placed in a 
trunk, which, in its turn, was sealed in like manner, 
and delivered to the office of the guard at Hntt's 
Gate. 

Late that afternoon Major Gorrequer, by the Gover- 
nor's instructions, saw Las Cases, and offered him 
anji^hing he might stand in need of from Sir Hudson's 
bouse. Ijas Cases replied, " I am very sensible of the 
Governor's great kindness, and shall be obliged if you 
will thank him on my behalf," adding that his wants wexe 
very few, and he would therefore require but little. 
He then asked how long he was to remain in that house. 
The Major rephed that he believed until the following 
day, 01 until a more suitable and comfortable house 
could be provided. Las Cases begged that the GrOVMnor 
would not give himself any trouble on that score, as 
he was quite comfortable where he was, and if Sir 
Hudson spoke from any interest he took in his comfort, 
" assure him that I am infinitely better off here than in 
the cabin where I have been left for the last nine months, 
and that I feel vastly better for the change." 

It is important to bear this and other conversations 
in mind, in view of the gross falsehoods that were after- 
wards disseminated about the whole afEair. 

Laa Cases then said he would hold the authorities 
responsible before the law for the proceeding towards 
him — ^that he had been seised by foroe, arrested with- 
out reason assigned, and without giving him evsa ft 
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moment to seal up bis papeis. He was answered that 
his papers would all be carefully preserved under seat 
On the inteiview tenninatmg, the Coimt said to Major 
Gorrequer : " Faidon me, sir, il I have said anything 
which I ought not, but excuses must be made for the 
first impulses one feeb in such circniustances." 

* According to Las Cases' account of his intrigues, his 
son was busy all day with the epistles, and at night the 
mulatto appeared, and being a bit of a tailor, sewed 
them into the waistcoat. The Count promised to give 
him some other things if he came again before his 
departure, for James Scott was about to leave the 
island. Las Cases then "went to bed, with a light 
heart, and a feeling of satisfaction, arising from the 
contemplation of a day well employed and happily 
onployed." "Something attempted, some one done," 
to vary Longfellow's line. He was " far from thinking 
at that moment that he had just cut, with his own 
hand, the thread of his destiny at Longwood." 

^ As to his account of his arrest and subsequent 
detention at Hutt's Gate, the reliance to be placed on 
his veracity will be seen when we state that he de- 
scribes the house as a " wretched hovel," and that he 
was obliged to sleep on a miserable pallet, his "poor 
son " by his side, lest he should have to he on the floor; 
and this, be it noted, after having told Major Gor- 

' Jiimorial de 8U. BeUne, vtA. iv. part 7, p. 264. 
■ Ibid p. 268. 
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requer that he was quite comfortable whete be was, 
and vastly better foi the change I A French acconnt of 
these occunencea, afterwards published in Paris, stated 
that "the barbarous Governor threw Las Oases and 
his son into a miserable cottage — a dark and infected 
place — a suddenly devised dungeon." Thus was the 
Napoleonic Legend built up of fraud and falsehood. 

' In the Voice from St. Helena, the renegade sui^eoii 
O'Meara devotes only two or three lines to the cause of 
Las Cases' arrest. That was for public consumption, 
of course, and a detailed statement of the facts would not 
have suited his purpose, nor that of his Whig abettors. 
* But again we get the truth from that invaluable reposi- 
tory, his letters to his confidant, Finlaison, where he gives 
a long and minute account of the affair, freeing in 
every particular with what we have already set forth. 

* After the anest of Las Cases had been accomplished, 
the Governor sent Major Gforrequer to break the news 
to de Montholon so that the Emperor might be informed 
of what had occurred ; but as a matter of fact Napoleon 
had been an eye-witness of the afiair, although himself 
concealed from view. De Montholon was asked to 
tell his master that the Governor regretted having 
had to proceed to extremes, but the conduct of Las 
Cases left him no alternative. 

' A Voice from St. Hdena, vol. i. p. S3S. 
' Lowe Papers, Forsyth, vol. i. p. 381. 
* IKd. vol. i. p. 380. 
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* The next move of the Count was to express s belief 
that Scott was a spy of the Governor, employed to 
entrap him into a breach of the regulations, so that 
an excuse might be found to expel him from St. Helena. 
O'Meant in his book sSects sympathy with Las Cases, 
but iigain his invaluable letters come in to reveal his 
real mind. 

' " We all know," he writes, " that there was nothing 
in any of the letters that would hang Las Cases, as since 
the examination of his papers he was ofiered by Sic 
Hudson the choice either of returning to Longwood until 
the decision of the British Government respecting him 
should be known, or to be sent to the Cape, there to 
await it, which latter, after a great deal of shufSing, 
he embraced — which when connected with other cir- 
cumstances, leads one to imagine that he formed the 
plan of the letters and gave them to the slave purposely 
to be discovered, in order that he might be sent oft the 
island, not being able, after all his piofessions of eternal 
and unalterable fidelity d VEmpireur — to whom he 
declared so often his life was devoted, who he said 
was his god — ^with any decency to ask permission to go 
away ; whereas by doing something which would cause 
his being ordered oS the island, he would have the 
opportunity of availii^ himself of the pretest that 
he was forced to leave him." 

1 MemorM de SU. BUine, vol. iv. part 7, p. 277 
* Lmot Papers, vol. i. p. 381. 
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Foi once, O'Ueata's base and ooirapt mind put him, in 
all likelihood, oo the right track. " Set a thief to catcb 
a thief," is a sound old proverb, and in this instance 
the suigeon'e d^raded instincts ^labled him to see 
through the Count's trickery. That he was correct in his 
surmise is borne out by Lamartine, who, in his Bittory 
of Ihe Restoration of Monarchy in France, says ; ^ " His 
(Napoleon's) Mends and servants, wearied, not with 
duty but of patience ; ticed of separation from their 
famihes ; of the climate ; of sickness, and of inquisition, 
quitted him, or tried to quit him, under pretence of 
being torn from him by the persecution of the 
Governor, or of rendering him more useful services io 
Europe." 

'In reporting the matter to Lord Bathurst, Lowe 
writes that he had impounded Las Caees' Jouftial, 
" the whole kept with the minuteness of Boaw^a Life of 
Johnson, with the force of General Bonaparte's language, 
and the embellishments of Count Las Cases. Every- 
thing is sacrificed in it to the great object of presenting 
to posterity in the person of General Bonaparte, a 
model of excellence and virtue. Facts are altered, con- 
versations only given by half ; his own ezpreesiona 
repeated, the replies omitted. Such I have observed 

* History of the Beatoration of Monarchy in France, A. de 
Lamartine, Book 38, seotioB 30, pp. 551, 602. Lmdont 
VizeteUy k Co., 1852. 

* Loux Pap&a, Forsyth, vol. i. p. 382, etc. 
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to be p&rticuUilj the case in converBations I liave 
mjrsell had with him, even where witnessea have been 
preBent." 

^An amnBing contest arose between Napoleon and 
Las Cases as to the possession of this Joumid, Napoleon 
asserting that it had been written by hia express orders, 
and Las Gases that it was a record of his own fetish, 
of which his master had no knowledge. Neither of 
these statements was strictly true, but whereas Napo- 
leon's was entirely false, Lss Cases' was only partly so. 
His master knew nothing of the fact that the Count 
was keeping this diary until one day he chanced to 
find him writing it up, and after that he occasionally 
read and corrected it. But it was absolutely false to 
say it had been kept by his express orders. 

In this dilemma the Governor dehvered a sort of 
" judgment of Solomon," and decided that neither 
of the claimants should have the dispated Jownai. 
He locked it up for the present under seal. 

■ Las Cases pire et fils, were removed on the 28th of 
November to Boss Cottage belonging to the Balcombes, 
where there was the same accommodation as at Long- 
wood. Th^ were allowed free access to the grounds, 
but were kept under view by the sentries, and not 
allowed to communicate with any persons except those 
authorized by the Governor. 

• Lovx Papers, Foniyth, vol. I p. 384. 
*Jbid. p. 386. 
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^ Bertrand was sent by Napoleon to the Governor the 
day after the arrest, and instructed to speak for the 
prisoner, to protest against his seizure and demand his 
restoration to Longwood. It ia significant that Bertrand 
only enlarged upon the Count's virtues, carefully omit- 
ting the protest and the deaiie to have him back. The 
fact was that the rest of the Frenchmen were glad, in 
their hearts, to be rid of a rival, whom the Emperor 
singled out as his special companion, and upon whom 
he lavished attentions which aroused much jealousy 
and heart-burning among the rest. 

'Lowe bitterly complained to the prisoner of the 
8}'stematic misrepresentations in the Journal, such as 
the reduction of expenses at Lougwood, while not a word 
was written about his having, on his own initiative, 
raised the sum originally allocated by the British 
Grovemment by as much as one-half. Las Cases 
expressed a great desire for a ropp'ocAemeTif and said he 
was ready " de se sacrifier pour «» raccommodemmt." 
He had nothing to say, however, in defence of his 
grossly garbled and manipulated record. 

We shall only give one more example of Las Gases' 
bad faith before proceeding to his final disappearance, 
as it will show that in spite of his platonic desire for 
rapproch&netU, he still intended to continue his old 
system. 

1 Ibid. p. 387. ■ Ibid. p. 388. 
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* He obtained the OoVemoi'B consent to his writing 
an " official letter," to him (Lowe) which, by the way, 
he had abready prepared. In this he wrote, " In con- 
sequence of the snare which according to all appearances 
was laid by my servant, I was on the 28th inst. removed 
from Longwood and all my papers seized." Sir Hudson 
called on Las Cases on the 4th of December and strongly 
remonstrated with him for making this monstrous 
charge. Major Gorrequer, who was present, says : 
The Governor observed that to accuse the servant 
was to accuse him, as the servant could not have run 
the risk of carrying the plot into effect without his 
(Lowe's) knowledge. The English laws would not 
tolerate such a proceeding ; it was i^ainst both the 
spirit and morality of English customs ; and could 
he have been guilty of such a proceeding as that of 
employing a servant to entrap his master, he must have 
considered himself a dishonest man. He then ex- 
plained how the discovery was made. Las Cases 
replied that he had been very careful of his wording, and 
had used the expression " selon les apparences," and 
had not intended to implicate the Governor. Now, 
however, that he had assured him it was not a plot, he 
was happy to be undeceived. 

Now, what will be thoi^ht of Las Cases' sense of 

honour when we state that in subsequently publishing 

in book form his official letter to the Governor, the 

' iowe Papers, Forsyth, vol, i. p. 390, 
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qualifying words " selon lea apparenees " were deliber- 
ately omitted, so that the atiociotifl charge by innaeodo 
against Sir Hndson Lowe stands in all its naked 
malignity 1 Fortunately, the original letter was found 
among the Governor's papers, and the writer of it 
stands convicted of a singnlariy tieacheioos act, fiiBt 
in making these words the pretext for repudiating any 
intention of impugning the honour of the Govemoi, and 
thrai, by omitting them, spreading the infamous accusa- 
tion broadcast throughout the world. 

Meanwhile, in spite of all the horrible charges made 
gainst him in Las Cases' Jovrnvd, and the long seri«B 
of affronts he had received from him, the Governor con- 
tinued that noble and chivalrous requital of wrongs by 
benefits, which he had always pursued. * He sent 
Dr. Baxter specially to visit the Count and his son, 
who asserted they were ill, and the doctor thereafter 
wrote to Lowe as follows. 

" I2th of December, 1816. Old Las Cases said that 
however your actions might be influenced by political 
motives and circumstances, your conduct towards him 
since his removal from Longwood had been marked witJi 
that politeness and attention which was in every way 
agreeable to his feelings, and that he saw at present 
your character in a very difierent light and through 
quite another medium than when at Longwood." 

> On the 11th of December, Napoleon wrote to Las 
' Ijowt Paptra, FonyUi, vol. ii. p. 2, ■ Ibid. Tcd. iL p. S. 
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Cases. The lettet contained all the old wearisome 
string of fables, plus the " plot " charge. It was, on de 
Montholon'B own admission, deliberately designed to 
frighten the Governor and induce him to send Las Cases 
back to Longwood. When he heard that the Count was 
being kindly treated. Napoleon exclaimed, " Ha, ha ! 
I gain ground. Decidedly Sir Hudson Lowe is afraid." 
On the 12th of December he remarked to hia suite, 
" This Lowe is a cunning wretch, but I have just dictated 
to Marchand a fine letter for Las Cases. It will terribly 
embarrass the Governor." ' Lowe showed the letter to 
the Count, but sent it to Lord Bathurst with comments, 
eicposing the falsehoods with which it was crammed. 
He added that Las Cases' correspondence was quite 
different from that of the other exiles, being always 
full of insidious misrepresentations as to the situation 
in the isUnd, and grievances, the greater part of which 
were inherent to their position, of which, as voluntarily 
assumed, they had no right to complain. "It is the 
return, however, which I have always received where 
my desire has been to show attention." 

In showing Napoleon's letter to the Count, the 
Governor protested against its gross personal calumnies 
against himself, blended with violent and unfounded 
reflections on the Government. If he (Lowe) had 
been the greatest scoundrel in the world, he could not 
have been treated worse than in this letter. 

• howt Papera, Foieyib, vol. ii. p. 10. 
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' In the conveisation that followed Las Cases ad- 
mitted that he bad found be was wiong in his opinion of 
Lowe, and excused the Emperor's bmtality on ibe plea 
that bis bodily infirmities had affected bis mind. If 
the Qovemoi knew bim lie would find him to be a man 
of the best natuial disposition. The Governor mmit 
have smiled at this if he bad thought of bis interriews 
with this man of the " best natural disposition." ^w- 
ever, Lowe, with obstinate good-nature, invited Las 
Cafies to draw up a memorandum of improvements that 
might be made in Napoleon's situation, and if th^ 
were consistent with the security of the Emperor'a 
person he would carefully consider them. Las Cases 
appeared to assent to this, and agreed that the Governor 
was right in taking every precaution to ensure Napoleon's 
safety, which he admitted was the first and great object 
to keep in view. This is Major Gorreqaer's accoimt 
of the conversation, 

> Having offered, as we have said, to allow I^as Cases 
and bis son to return to Longwood lutil the decision of 
the Government regarding them had been received, and ' 
that ofier having been declined, Lowe asked him what 
he wished to do. To be sent to England, was the 
reply. The Governor said it was useless to talk of that 
as it was directly against bis instructions. He could 
either stay in St. Helena or go to the Cape. 

■ Loive Papers, Forsyth, vol. ii. p. H. 
» Ibid. p. 10. 
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^It is almost incredible, but none the leea tme, that 
after thia intemew, in which he had declined to letum 
to Longwood, Lsb Cases wrote to Bertrand, " To-day the 
Governor informs me that I am to wait here until answers 
come from England. Thus I shall be for, months to- 
gether at St. Helena, and Longwood will not exist for 
me ; a new species of torment, which I had not thought 
of." 

Further conversations and correspondence paased 
between Lowe and the Count, which it would be weari- 
some to detail, for they merely show the same old 
trickinesa and shiftiness that to Las Cases had now 
become a second nature. ^ They all ended at last in an 
urgent request from the Coimt to be removed from the 
island at once. He asked to be allowed to see " his god " 
once more, and the request was granted on the con- 
dition that a British officer should be present at the 
interview. The condition was declined. The Count, 
as a last act, made over to the Emperor 4,000 lonis in 
bills on London. We shall see in due course that this 
pretended gift was only another of the many fraudulent 
devices to impress the world with the belief that Napoleon 
was in desperate straits. 

The sloop of war, Oriffon, which conveyed Laa 
Cases and his son to the Cape, sailed on the 30th of 
December, 1816. 

1 Ibid. p. 10. ■ Ibid. p. 30. 
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*■ He describea his depaituie as follows : 
"All busineBs being now settled betweeo us, ^ 
Hudson Lowe, by a chaiacteiistic tain of behaviour, 
which he had oftener than once exhibited since I had 
been his prisoner, either from motives of civility or 
calculation, immediately wrote for me several letters 
of introduction to his private friends at the Cape, who, 
he asBored me, would prove very agreeable to me. I 
had not the courage to refuse these letters, such was the 
sincerity with which they appeared to be offered.* 
At length the long-looked-for moment of departure 
arrived. The Governor accompanied me to the gate 
and ordered all his officers to attend me to the place of 
embarkation : this, he said, was intended as a mark of 
rrapect. I eagerly jumped into the boat which was in 
readiness to receive me." 

It is perhaps needless to point oat the vein of chorhsh 
ill-nature that rmis through the above ; the unworthy 
insinuation that the Gtovemor's generous conduct in 
giving his inveterate enemy and slanderer letters of 

> Mimorvd de. 8U. HQhie, vol. iv. part 8, p. 36. 

* icupe Papers, Forayth, vol, ii. p. 44. The action of 
Lowe in giving these letters of introduction was thos intov 
preted in a French publication, " He even gave him lett«n 
of introduction to influential peiBona at t^t ^aoe; bat 
the traitor, we ore aaawed, at the momeDt niien he waa 
Bhowing theee apparent marks of interest for M. Las CaMa* 
was making the frightful proposition, that as aoon as he anind 
in the Colon; he shonM be thrown into irons, and tliat he ihonld 
rot tben"^Seeueil, vol. xii. p. 98. 
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mtioductioD proceeded froiu " calculatioi)." The 
wietched man accepts them, not in a spirit of gratitude, 
□ot with a,nj feelii^ of remoiBe for his long course of 
mjuries, but because he had not the courage to refuse, 
such was the siocerity with which they " appeued" to 
be ofiered. To such a depth had this man been dragged 
down by the evil influence of his Satanic master t 

However, he tells us that at lei^h " the long-looked- 
for moment of departure came," and that he " eagerly 
jumped into the boat." Was it that, after all, his good 
angel prompted him to hail with joy hU s^taration 
from the contamination of IJongwood? 

And now, before we finally bid good-bye to Las 
Cases, let us see how the crael, barbarous, inhuman 
gaoler, Lowe, wrote about him to Lord Charles Somerset, 
the Qovemor of the Cape ; and let us in reading it 
remember the hbele, the insults, the disgraceful imputa- 
tions and wicked innn^does which the subject of it had 
heaped upon its writer. 

* " I should not omit to add Count Laa Cases is a man 
of considerable talents, of high hterary attainments — 
exceedingly specious, eloquent and insinuating — is, or 
affects to be, a fanatic admirer, or rather adorer, of 
Bonaparte— has hved in closer habits of intimacy with 
him since his arrival on this island tiian any other person 
who accompanied him, and has been certainly the most 
active in keeping up the irritation of his mind against 
* Lowt Papa-B, Fonytb. vtd. ii p. 4S. 
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all tiie meastmB of ttie Biityi Govemment, even 
rqtellmg ameliorations of his own situation when 
offered. He has, besides, infringed the isolations, in 
difieient instances, before his last separation. In othei 
respects he is a person of highly polite and gentle manneis, 
and merits the consideration due to him on such ac- 
count. His most judicious plan, I conceive, would be 
to remain quiet until Government sends its answers 
regarding him, and your lordship's suggestions on this 
point might, perhaps, have some weight with him." 

The Undnees of Sir Hudson in writing this letter was 
ill requited. When Las Cases' book appeared it con- 
tuned the most false and calumnious statements regard- 
mg his treatment at the Cape ahd the conduct of the 
Governor of that Colony towards him. In March, 
1819, Lord Charles Somerset wrote as follows to Sir 
Hudson Lowe : > " The whole of the Count's publication 
(it it really be his) is bo contemptible a performance, 
that I own his wailings and his complaints, as far as 
they involve myself, are matters perfectly indifierent 
to me. With regard to his assertions respecting the 
Cape, and his treatment here, I know them to be bo 
absolutely and impudently false that it is not too much 
to presume there is not a sii^le correct statraaent in the 
whole book." 

* Louie Papers, Foraylii, voL iii. p. 148. 
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CONCEBNINQ A BUST, BONBONS AND OTHEB UATTEBS 

A FTEE the departtire of Las Cases efiorts were made 
"^ to improve the relations between Napoleon and 
the Governor, but the former was bo infuriated at the 
refusal to allow the Count to see him except in the pre- 
sence of a British officer, that nothing in the direction 
of pacification could be done. As usual, the Emperor 
accused Lowe of an act of barbarity in not permitting 
the idolater to see his " god," carefully omitting to 
say that permission hod been given subject to the one 
condition, which Napoleon refused to accept. 

We have already mentioned that the Pole, Poniont- 
kowsld, had been expelled the island. He, too, had 
been actively engaged in the export of falsehoods, and 
had shown himself a particularly truculent and impudent 
person. Napoleon repudiated all responsibility for him, 
saying that all he knew about him was that he had been 
a soldier of his guard at Elba, and had never been asked 
to come to St. Helena. * This Pole was treated quite 

> Ltnoe Papers, Forsytli, vol. u. p. 60. 
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like a menial at Longwood, and was never admitted 
eitliei to tlie table or the society of the Emperor or the 
suite. Conduct which fiom Las GaseB could haidly be 
borne, was quite intoleiable in the case of this man, and 
his career of mischief was therefore a very short one. 
Three of the useless and redundant retinue of servantfl 
were also dismissed — Santini the hutssier, who, as we 
have seen, had conceived murderous designs against 
the Governor ; Archambaud, the groom, and Bousseau, 
the argentier. Santini, on arriving in England, was 
got hold of by a certain Colonel Maeeroui, who had 
been in the service of Murat, and made use of the half- 
mad Corsican to fabricate a sensational pamphlet en- 
titled ; ^An Appeal to the Britisk Nation on the Treatment 
of the Emperor Napoleon at St. Helena. It purported, 
quite falsely, to be the work of Santini himself, who was 
almost an ilhterate, and absolutely incapable of produc- 
ing such a work. In point of fact, Maceroni soon after 
avowed the authorship, but it appeared as if nothing 
could emanate from Napoleon's partisans without the 
taint of fraud attaching to it. This precious production 
was published by Bidgeways, and had a ready sale, 
being hawked about the streets and otherwise enei^eti- 
cally "pushed." ^It was eagerly acclaimed by "the 
base, brutal and bloody Whigs," and Santini became their 



• Lowe Papers, Forsyth, toI. ii. p, 167. 
" Ibid. p. 168. 
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hero, hobnobbing with Lords Holland and Gre;, Sir 
Robert Wilson and other high-aouled championB of 
the "MartTT of Longwood." It is only fair to the 
Whig hero-and-martyr-in-chief to eay that he ridiculed 
the whole thing, describing the pamphlet as a " foolish 
production full of Ues," and adding that Santini had a 
true Corsican head, and could not be the author, as he 
would not have praised Admiral Cockbum, but if left 
to himself would have abused everybody ; the author, 
in Napoleon's opinion, was Bome Englishman. 

On arriving at the Cape Las Cases sent Lowe a verbose 
protest against his treatment, full of the customary 
falsehoods and irrelevancies. One of his chief com- 
plaints was that he had been sent to the Cape without 
his papers, whereas they had all been delivered to him 
except the Journal, which, as we have seen, was claimed 
by the Emperor. We have also seen how he was offered 
by Lowe the alternative of remaining at St. Helena until 
the receipt of instructions from the Ministry as to his 
disposal, and how of his own free will he decided to pro- 
ceed at once to the Cape. The other statements in 
this " protest " were equally devoid of truth. 

While Las Cases had been the arch-intriguer at 
Longwood the " Grand MarSchal " had been a fairly 
good second, and Lowe had informed Lord Bathurst 
of his consistent insolence and defiance of regulations. 
' His lordship, in October, 1816, wrote to the Governor 
' Lowe Papers, Forsyth, vol i. p. 391. 
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that the Fiince Regent entirely approved of his oon- 
duct under very difficult ciicunistSDCes — the intempemte 
outbuists of Napoleon and the general insnboidination 
of his satellites ; that nnlesB Bertrand leformed his 
behaviour no doubt Sir Hudson would have to ramose 
him also from the island. Lord Bathurst added that 
he had reason to believe that the " Qrand Uai^hal " 
wanted to go, and that his insolence was deliberatelj 
assumed to lead to that result. With regard to the 
sum allocated for the erpenses of the ezilee, his lordship 
wrote that it had onginally been fixed at £8,000 per 
annum, owing to the probable reduction of the numbers 
of the hoiisehold ; but as that expectation had not been 
realized, he would sanction such increase as Lowe might 
think necessary, but on no account was the increase to 
exceed £4,000. Should Napoleon still refuse to bear 
any excess, there would be no alternative but to pat 
the estabhshment on a fixed allowance, so as to bring 
the charge within the specified limit of £12,000. As 
to Uie book which was retained owing to its sender, 
the Whig Hobhouse having inscribed it " To Napoleon 
le Grand," Lord Bathurst cordially approved the 
Governor's action. 

These facts are a further proof that in all he did Lowe 
was acting on specific instructions from the British 
Ministry, and with their fall approval and sap* 
port. 

We now come to as episode about whiob more uo- 
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blushing falsehoods have be^i told and beheved thaxt 
abont any other occurrence during Napoleon's exile. 

* A bust of Napoleon's son, the titular " King of 
Rome," was sent to St. Helena, apparently as a specu- 
lative venture by the owners in London, to see if it 
would extract a good round sum from the Emperor's 
pocket. Again, in this instance, a quite unnecessary 
atmosphere of deceit and concealment was evolved 
to cloak the transaction. The bust was taken on 
board the stores vessel Baring by one of the crew, a 
foreigner named Radovitch, without the knowledge of 
the captain. The vessel arrived at St. Helena on the 28th 
of May, by which time Radovitch was prostrated with 
an apoplectic attack, followed by delirium. The 
bust was discovered and brought to the Governor on 
the loth of June, and after a short deliberation was 
transmitted to Napoleon on the 11th, after Bertrand 
had expressed the opinion that his master would be 
del^hted to have it. The Emperor asserted that the 
bust had been detained for fourteen days by Lowe, 
whom he also accused of having given orders to smash 
it up. To O'Meara he said : " I intended, if it had 
not been given to me, to have made such a complaint 
as would have caused every Englishman's hair to stand 
on end with horror. I would have told a tale that 
would have made the mothers of England exeoiate him 
as a monster in human shape." 

■ Love Papers, Pony^ voL il. pp. 146-163. 
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BadoTitch, who had now recovered suffioienUy from 
his illness to get about, had an interview with Napolecm. 
The price asked foi the bust was £100, but Napoleon 
gave him £300. ' Badovitch went oS to England with 
the money, but never turned over a pramy of it to the 
people who had employed him, and who were leduoed 
to great dbtress in consequence — another example of 
the swindling that seemed to cling to the Bonapartist 
cause. * O'Meara most falsely asserts that the " pool 
man" Radovitch, by some unworthy tricks, did not 
receive the money for nearly two years. The aufy 
" unworthy trick " was that played on his employers 
by the " poor man " himself. However, this he waa 
industriously circulated and very generally beheved, 
and passes current to-day as part ot the gospel of 
Napoleonism. 

Lord Bathurst, in a despatch of the 3Ist of Octobet, 
1817, tells Lowe that the Prince Begent thoion^tlj 
approved of the bust having been given to Kapoleon, 
but that the suspicious circumstances surrounding it 
fully justified preliminary inquiries. Had it been any- 
thing else, the Gtovemor, he said, would have been 
quite right in retaining it for a much longer period* 
There could be no doubt that attempts were being made 
to smoggle through clandestine communications, which 



* Lowe Papers, ForsyUi, voL ii. p. 1S2. 

* A Foke from 31. Belena, voL u. p. 1S& 
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" vill be much encoui^ed if it be once understood that 
your vigilance abates." 

^ Shortly after tiiis the Hon. John Elphinstone, late 
the President of the East India Company in China, 
asked the (Governor to present to the Empeioi, on hia 
behalf, a set of ivory chessmen, which Lowe agreed to 
do. He found, however, that each of the pieces waa 
sunnounted with the letter N and an imperial ciown 
in gold. This was a distinct infringement of the Govern- 
ment's instructions, but Sir Hudson, on this occasion, 
bavii^ promised the donor to transmit the gift, ignored 
them, and sent the chessmen to Bertrand, with a very 
polite note, remarkii^ that by doing so he was " exceed- 
ing his instructions." Bertrand's reply was coached 
in very insolent and offensive terms. Lord Bathurst, 
on the 18tb of Sept^nber, 1817, wrote approving Lowe's 
action, but he added : " I am so sensible of the incon- 
venience that may result from receivii^ anything ad- 
dressed to him as a sovereign prince, that I deem it 
necessaiy to instruct yon that in case of any present 
b^g hereafter forwarded to Bonaparte to which 
emblems or titles of sovereignty are annexed, you are 
to consider that circumstance as altogether precluding 
delivery, if they cannot be removed without prejudice 
to the present itself." 

As a matter of fact these presents were an unmitigated 
nuisance, and were mostly intoided as such. Every 
' XfiVK Papen, Poraytb, voL iL ji. IM. 
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factious Whig, more buid^ed with money than wit, 
adopted this means of annoying the Tory Qoveaaasat 
and worrying their representative. Lord and Lady 
Holland and the Duke of Bedfoid, for instance, aeat 
their darling books and sweetmeats and caricattuea. 
Lowe detained the caiicaturee, but sent on the books 
and bon-bons, and asked I^oTd Amherst, the British 
Ambassador to China, who was then at St. Helena, on 
his way to England, to tell the Hollands of the difBcalty 
and embarrassment that such presents occasioned hina 
in the performance of his duty. 

It is obvious that gifts from such influential quarteis 
were a cruel kindness to Napoleon. They had the effect 
of encouraging false hopes that the Whig Opposition 
could badger the Govenuuent into releasing him, oi 
that a turn of the political wheel of fortune would bring 
them into office, with the same result. They also 
showed that his assumed enemy, the Qovemor, was 
theirs also, and he was thus stimulated to fresh exeitiooB 
in his campaign of insolence and insults. 

* Lord Amherst had an interview with Napoleon 
on the Ist of July, the day before he left for Ei^land» 
during which the Emperor poured out the usual flood of 
grievances, and asked his lordship to convey thran to 
the Prince Regent. Lord Amherst told Sir Hudson of 
the message, and asked him if he thought he ought to 
report all these bitter oompUunts. The Qovenua 
' Lowe Papers, Fotsytb, toL u. p. 178, 
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replied, " Host certunly, evetytbiug," oa which hifi 
loidship said, " In such case, sir, I shall think it my 
duty as an honest man to say at the same time that I 
consider them unfounded." 

Before we proceed to describe what was now passing 
in the Longwood household, which, as we shall show, 
was anything but an " Abode of Love," we must refer 
to one little episode which throws a significant light on 
the Qovemor's humanity, and is another proof of the 
utter falsity of the wicked misrepresentations to which 
his character lias been subjected. 

' It appears that at this time, a file of newspapers 
had been received from Europe for the Emperor. In 
lookup throi^h them, Sir Hudson noticed an announce- 
ment that Bertrand had been condemned by a French 
Court for high treason in contwmadam. In the then 
state of political feeling in France this was a very 
serious matter, Ney and Lab6doySre had been con- 
demned for the sune offence and shot ; and LavaJette 
had only escaped a similar fate through the heroism of 
his wife. The Governor, who has been held up to 
execration as a callous, brutal, inhuman monster, 
immediately saw that if this paper fell into the hands 
of Madame Bertrand it would greatly terrify her ; he 
therefore wrote a private note to her husband, warning 
him of what the paper contained, and cautioning him 
not to let it fall into his wife's hands. Gould anything 
' Lovx Patera, Forsyth, vol. ii. p. 173. 
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more display Sir Hudson's real character, ae a kindly, 
considerate and humane man, an honom to the noble 
profesBion of which he had been bo distanguished a 
member ? 
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A FISH ODT OP WATER 

T AS CASES Laving been got rid of, the household at 
■^ Longwood now consisted of the " Giand Mar6chal " 
Bertrand and his wife and fanuly, the Comte and Gom- 
tesae de Montholon and theii children, and General 
Gotii^aud. 

One would have supposed that hannony would now 
have reigned in the Emperor's "court." Las Cases had 
been the one member of the suite upon whom the 
jealousy and dislike of the others had been concentrated. 
He was the laboiirer who had come into the vineyard, 
BO to speak, at the eleventh hour. He had started aa 
a fanatical royalist, and for a considerable period of 
his life had been an imigr&, and during many years a 
resident in perfide ASnon. In the eyes of the others, 
therefore, he was an interloper and a suspect. They 
had been Republicans like their master, whose fortunes 
they had followed through all his protean changes ; 
they had borne the burden and heat of the day ; and yet 
here was this tardy disciple, not only received on an 
equality with them, but singled out as the special 



Digitized byGoOgIC 



226 THE SEAL MARTYR OP ST. HELENA 

favomite and confidant of th&ii master, yrbo lavished 
on hiTH tenfold the amount of attention which was 
bestowed on them. The reason of this favouiitism 
was not far to seek. Las Cases was a bom courtier, 
thoroughly versed in all the arts of subserviency and 
flattery essential to success in that particular r61«. 
He never contradicted Napoleon ; and seldom evea 
asked him questions, allowing him to pom out his 
distortions of fact and perversions of history without 
ever challenging their accuracy. In fact he was the 
priest before the oracle, and to the Napoleonic deity he 
offered a daily, nay hourly, tribute of highly perfumed 
incense. This was exactly what his master loved. 
As truth was always to Napoleon the most abhorrent 
of things, it was ecstasy to him to find a worshipper who 
could swallow all his falsehoods without taming a 
hair. Hence he delighted in the Count's society, and 
hence also the others hated the favourite as only favoor- 
ites can be hated. * His amiable colleagues at Longwood 
called him " the Jesuit." 

* Of the three who now remained at Lor^wood, one 
was a thoroughly honest, tmthful man, and it is periiaps 
quite needless to say that as such, he found himself in 
anything but a happy position amidst that atanosphere 
of fraud. General Gourgaud was a blnfi, str^^t- 
forward soldier. He had shown himself a brave and . 

■ Lowe Papers, vol. i. p. 239. ^ 

' Events of a Miiitary Life, Heniy, voL ii p. 47. 
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able officer of artillery, and had distingujfilied lumseU 
greatly duiii^ the campaign of 1813. His promotioB 
had beea lapid, and as a soldier Napoleon held him 
in high esteem. But almost immediately after the 
arrival of the exiles at St. Helena, Gourgaud's relations 
with his mast«i became very cool indeed. He was the 
very antithesis of Las Gases, with an inveterate and 
irrepressible habit of blurting out unpleasant truths 
at the most unseasonable times. So far did he carry 
this unpalatable veracity, that on one occasion 
Napoleon angrily exclaimed : ^ " What does your being 
an honest man matter to me ^ Yoa ought to have no 
other object than to make yourself agreeable to me. 
You possess the virtues of a savage, while Las Cases 
is as sweet as a woman. You are jealous of him, and 
you have the indecency to let him see it." 

After the disappearance of Las Cases, Bertrand and 
Montholon directed all their immense powers of per- 
secution against the General, and lost no opportunity 
of widening the already existing breach between him 
and his master. ' Gourgaud's position had always 
been an unhappy one. Wbile Las Cases hved in con- 
stant companionship with his son and the Emperor, 
and Bertrand and Montholon had their wives and fami- 
lies to mitigate their exile, Gourgaud lived in complete 

* Journal InMit de Sainle HS^te, Boron Goui^and, voL L 
chap. 6, p. 344. 

* ilverda of a MUtary lAft, Henry, voL i. p. 47. 
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isolation. He had initiated Napoleon by hia unfortanate 
tendency to speak the troth, and was quite out of tonoh 
with hi& fellow-exiles. Moreover, his honest, manly 
nature revolted at the deceit and trickery he saw going 
on aiound him, in which Napoleon himself was the 
leader. He writes in his JoumcA, * " I see around me 
many intrigues and mnch deception. Pauvre Govt- 
gaud ! Qu'aUais-tu faire dans c^te galire ? " He ex- 
pressed strong disapproval of the Emperor's attitude 
towards the Governor, and particularly of the letter 
written by him to Las Cases, to which reference has 
already been made. De Montholon took care to repeat 
the General's remarks to bis master, with embellish- 
ments of his own. Extreme irritation was produced 
in Goui^aud's mind when he found what Montholon 
was doing, and he threatened to slap his face and call 
him out. ' A violent quarrel broke out between Napo- 
leon and Goiu^aud, occasioned by a discussion on the 
Moscow campaign, about which (a sore subject, naturally, 
with the Emperor) Gourgaud expieseed himself with 
injudicious frankness. From this they drifted ofE to a 
blunt criticism by the General of Napoleon's conduct 
after the battle of Waterloo, Groui^aud expreeang the 
opinion that the Emperor should not have surrendered 
to England, but placed himself at the head of the Aimy 
of the Loire and continued the straggle. The lesolt of 

* Taiht of NapoUiM at St. Helena, I^timei-, p. 32. 
■ Lout Pofpaa, voL ii. p. I8S, etc. 
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this encounter was that the two were not on speaking 
teims for a fortnight. This quarrel was adjusted, but 
the truce was short-hved. Grouigaud found himself in 
disagreement with the rest on the flubject of Lowe's 
conduct, which he denied had been harsh or unkind. 
' He said to Count Balmain, the Russian Commissionei, 
that he strongly disapproved of Napoleon's behaviour 
towaide Lowe personally, and avowed that had he 
been in the Governor's place he would have acted with 
more rigour — "Je les auraia l^oquis plus itroUemeTtt ; 
U a cause de se plaindre," was his exact ezpreesion, a 
valuable testimony, from a man who was intimately 
acquainted with the facts, that Napoleon and not the 
Governor was in the wrong, 

^ He was also thoiot^hly disgusted with the afi&ir of 
the plate-selling. After leaving Longwood, he told 
the Governor that at the very moment when this 
" heroic sacrifice " was being made (which Goni^ud 
described as a most unworthy trick), the exiles were 
actually in possession of a large sum in gold, and 
were plentifully supplied with resources of every kind. 
The Governor su^ested that perhaps this money was 
contributed by Las Cases. " Oh, no," waa the reply, 
" before Las Cases' donation was received they had 
Fes. 240,000 in gold, a large part in Spanish doubloons ; 
oh, they have no want of mon^." He went on to say 

' Lowe Papers, Fonyth, voL ii. p. ISO. 
» Ibid. pp. 259, 260. 
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that Fiince EugSne Beauhamaia had lodged a laige 
sum with his bankers to Napoleon'a credit ; and he 
aleo told Stunner, the AuBtiian Gonunifluoner, that 
Las Gases had received an order for Fee. 200,000, bo that 
his " gift " of 4,000 louis had been repaid twice ovex. 
It thus appeals that this " generous contribution ** 
in aid of his " penniless " hero, was, like the breaking 
op of the silver, a " put up job," to promote the fiction 
of Napoleon's destitution, and that the Count, under & 
pretence of sublime self-sacrifice, had made a very 
good thing out of the transaction. Lord Bathurat'a 
indignation at the episode waa therefore entirely nn- 
necessary. 

Apart from his abhorrence of the disreputable on- 
goings of his associates, Gourgand's life was very 
wretched. O'Meara told the Governor that the poor 
General lived miserably and almost always alone, sel- 
dom seeing the Emperor, and only dining with him now 
and then on a Sunday, when specialty invited, bat by 
no means so often as Bertrand and Montholon. It 
is not a matter for surprise that this wretched existence 
rapidly told upon the General's health. To a man 
accustomed to the stirring life of a soldira, anA tiie 
good-fellowship which it afiords, it must have been 
terrible to find himself on a remote isUnd in fie Athm- 
tic, in the hands of bis iormei enemies, and not only 
without the mitigating sympathy of his master and 
compatriots, but treated by them either with entire 
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neglect oi bitter hostility. He soon fell into a state of 
extreme despondency, and at last, on tlie 6tli of Febm- 
ary, 1818, O'Meara told the Governor that Gou^;sud, 
unable longer to bear the Emperor's outbursts of ill- 
temper and the hundred and one other indignities to 
which he waa subjected, desired pennission to leave 
the island. He told O'Meara that Montholon's conduct 
towards him had become unbearable, and the sui^eon 
described him as with tears in his eyes and in the lowest 
state of depression. 

1 On the 7th Gourgaud called on the Qovemoi at 
Plantation House, and begged to be removed as quickly 
as possible from Longwood. He said, " I can no longer 
hve there without dishonour. I have been treated like 
a dog. I would rather die in a French prison than Uve 
here, acting the part of chamberlain, with total loss 
of my independence. He (Napoleon) has wished me 
to do things contrary to my honour, or force me by bad 
treatment to leave him." 

The Governor pointed out to the General that his 
departure from Longwood might subject him to mis- 
construction. He might either be regarded as a person 
charged by Napoleon with secret commmiicationB for 
Europe, or reproached for having abandoned bim. 
Goui^aud replied that as to the first, he was well awaie 
that he would be liable to such a suspicion, and he 
therefore wished to be treated with every rigour. He 
' Lowe Papers, Foreyth, vol. ii. p. 247. 
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woDld be perfectly satisfied, when he retnzned to Eng< 
land, to be sent as a prisonei to Fiance. With regard 
to the other point he Bwd, " I am quite indifferent. Let 
them attack me — ^I will answer. I would rather be in 
prison than continue to live in the manner we go on 
here." 

De Montholon (Recits) says that Gourgaud'a depar- 
ture had become necessary owing to his failing health, 
and the Emperor availed himself of this opportunity 
to have the real truth concerning his suffenngs made 
known in Europe. Like all the rest of the statementB 
issuing from Longwood, this was contrary to fact. 
An angry correspondence had been exchanged between 
himself and Gouigaud before the latter applied for per- 
mission to go, and the General had challei^ed Montholon 
to mortal combat. Indeed, so apprehensive was the 
Governor of the quarrel ending in a duel that he gave 
particular instnictions to the orderly officer at Longwood 
to be on the alert to prevent it. 

' On the 8th of February the Governor wrote to Gom^ 
gaud that he would be happy to facilitate his object as 
early as the nature of his instructions would permit, 
and that meanwhile, he would have apartments allotted 
for his residence until an opportunity occurred for his 
departure from the island. 

Gourgaud accordingly bade fareweU to Longwood and 

* Loux Papers, Forayth, v<^ ii. p. 248. 
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was installed in comfortable quarters in anotlier house 
at the expense of the Qovemment, where he had a 
pleasant companion in Lieutenant Jackson, who after- 
wards corrected many of the falsehoods emanating 
from the French exiles. 

1 During an examination of his papers by Major 
Giorrequer, Gourgaud freely conversed with that officer 
and gave him some interesting facts in connection with 
the doings of the Longwood m&nage. He told the 
Major that they never had any difficulty in getting 
letters away without passing them throi^h the Gover- 
nor's hands. Personally, he had only sent one, and 
that was to his mother, but he could have sent thirty 
had he wanted to. " I have been treated like a dog," 
he said. "They wished to compromise me that I 
might be obliged to remain there all my life." Had an 
angei, he added, been sent to St. Helena as Governor, 
it would have been all the same. Had Napoleon been 
allowed the run of the whole island, he would have been 
equally dissatisfied. It was not merely Longwood, it 
was St. Helena itself that he objected to. "After all," 
said the Greneral, " he has been Emperor and is such no 
longer, et voUd ce que c'est." He said further that the 
best mode of paying court to Napoleon was to speak 
ill of the Governor; but the abuse of Lowe by the 
Emperor waa not & personal matter ; it was -par foU- 

1 Ibid. p. 2S0. 
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tique ; he had always hoped to obtain aomething 4 
force de plairUes. 

^ In after years Lient.-CoI. JacksoQ, as he had then 
become (Asabtant Surgeon of the 66th Regiment stationed 
at St. Helena from 1817 to 1821), in letters to Mr. Henry, 
published in that gentleman's Events of a Military 
Life, narrated the circumstances attending Gom^nd's 
departure. He mentions incidentally that Napoletm 
himself fomented jealousies among hia suite, on the 
principle divide et imp&^a (just as he had done, by the 
way, with r^ard to his marshals — see Sugar's Moaeow 
Campaign), and that he (Jackson) fancied Las Oaaes 
was glad to get ont of the mess. Gourgaud at lei^th, 
says Jackson, found his isolated position intolerablB, 
and when in his new quarters, Dothing could exceed the 
Governor's attention and hospitality to him. *"In 
justice," he proceeds, " to that excellent and grossly 
maligned individual, I shall now relate a drcumstanoe 
which I am sure Greneral Gourgaud will.be ready to 
confirm. 'The General had an interview with Lowe 
at Plantation House, on leaving Longwood, and when 
riding back with me, he broke ont into strong ezclamataonB 
of surprise that Lowe should simply have received 
him as one gentleman would receive another, without 
even alluding to Longwood. ' Je ne reviena pas de 

1 Events of a MUilary Life, Heniy, vol. ii. p. 17. 
a Ibid. p. 48. 
» Ibid p. 6. 
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mon itonnemerU, non, je n'en remena pas,' he exclaimed. 
I may add that I bad many opportonitiefl of remarkmg 
the really chivaliouB delicacy of Lowe in reference to 
Giourgaud." 

*With regard to Bertrand, his conduct greatly 
iocenBed Gourgand, who repeated to Lowe a remark 
made by Napoleon that Talle3rrand'8 description of 
the " Grand Maiecbal " was perfectly juflt — " que 
c'itaU I'lwmme le fhis faux et le plus dissimule df- la 
France" It is true that Talleyrand must have foi^otten 
bis own existence when he made the remark. 

At last the time approached when Grourgand's ardent 
desire to leave St. Helena was about to be gratified. 
' O'Meara, who never missed an opportunity of gratifying 
his malignant propensity for slander, asserted that Gour- 
gaud tried to blackmail bis master, under the threat 
of writing the truth about him and his friends on hia 
return to Europe. ' The fact is that Napoleon offered 
h itt Fes. 12,000, which the General refused,' being deter- 
mined to incur no monetary obligation towards the 
man who had treated him bo ungratefully. Being 
entirely without means, he asked Bertrand to advance 
him two or three hundred pounds to get him to Europe. 
The " Grand Mar^chal " declined, ^n the ground that 
the General's refusal of Napoleon's ofier was an act of 

1 Low€ Payers, Forayth, vol. ii. p. 260. 

' BvenU of a Military Life, Henry, vol. ii. p. 47. 

■ Ibid. voL ii. p. 49. 
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gioBS disrespect to the great man. He wonU, however, 
lead him the money, conditionally on Gou^nd's 
accepting the Emperor's ofier. ^ This the G^ieial 
finnly declined to do, and aa he was absolutely pennHees, 
the brutal, inhuman Govemor gave him a bandied 
pounds out of his own pocket. No wondei Lowe has 
been denounced by Napoleonists evei since as an in- 
famous scoundrel ! 

■ Eventa of a MHitary Life, TSsaxj, vol. iL pp. 40, SO . 



Digitized byGoOgIC 



CHAPTER XXin 

MEDICO AND "MODTOh" 

ri OUEGAUD Laving foUowed Laa Cases, the field 
^^ remained in tlie iiudisputed posBession of the 
" Grand Mai^chal " and the Comte de Montholon. 
There was, however, a third denizen of Longwood, 
who now cornea prominently into view, the Irish surgeon, 
Barry O'Mears, a biographical sketch of whom has 
already been given, but about whom we must now say 
a good deal more. His conduct greatly added to the 
Governor's embarrassments, and was without the 
excuses that can be advanced for the French residents 
at Longwood. They, at all events, were avowed parti- 
sans of Napoleon. To him they owed all the distinction 
they had acquired ; and so far from feeling called upon 
to exert their influence in favour of Sir Hudson, they 
very naturally looked upon him as the ^nbodiment of 
that Power with which they had been struggling for 
twenty years, and which, as their master himself had 
said, was the life and soul of the coalition against him. 
O'Meara's case was very different. He had, as we 
have seen, been dunng all his active life in the service 
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of England, fiist as an anuy auigeon, and afterwaids 
entering the navy in the same capacity. As a British 
officer it was liia maniieat duty to co-operate with the 
Governor ; not, of course, to do anything dishonourable, 
but loyally and heartily to support Sir Hudson in the 
most arduous and delicate position in which he was 
placed. So far from acting in this manner, he was 
a greater thom in Lowe's side than aU the Frenchmen 
combined, thwarting the Governor in every possible 
way ; defjdng the regulations ; and assuming towards 
Lowe an attitude of insolence and insult which was 
only second to that of Napoleon himself. 

The fundamental cause of this extraordinary conduct 
was the character of the man himself. He was the t^pe 
of a certain class not rare among Irishmen. He was 
afflicted with a colossal vanity and self-conceit ; com- 
bined with an instinctive dehght in defying the authori- 
ties under whom he was placed ; and he had a perieot 
mania for duplicity and intrigue. He seemed atterly 
incapable of doing anything in an open, straightforward 
manner if the end could by any possibility be gained by 
deceit. To such a nature the position of affairs at St. 
Helena oSered a splendid opportunity ; and it almost 
seems as if a malignant demon had contrived to place 
him there. 

He had met Kapoleon on the Northumberland, and 
soon attracted the Emperor's notice by his knowledge 
of ItaUan, the language which was Napoleon's uatiTe 
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tongue, and whicli be spoke fai more readily than 
French. In fact, whenever he met any one who could 
speak Italian he preferred to use it as a vehicle for con- 
versation. To be noticed by a world-wide celebrity 
like Napoleon naturally flattered the vanity of this 
excessively vain Irishman ; but to be singled ont later 
on as that celebrity's personal medical adviser must 
have uplifted him to the very empyrean of aelf-oonceit. 
Napoleon asked the British Admiralty to permit O'Meara 
to be attached to him in that capacity, and in an evil 
moment the permission was granted. It waa then 
merely a question of time and dexterity for the Irish 
surgeon to become plus royaliste que U roi. 

Napoleon, with that instinct of cunning which he 
possessed in a supreme degree, saw at a glance that 
O'Meara was just the man he wanted. His French 
partisans suffered from the drawback of beii^ French. 
Their evidence must inevitably be impregnated with 
doubt ; the worid would naturally discount statements 
emanating from Gallican sources. To carry conviction, 
it was of supreme importance for Napoleon to procure 
as an advocate a subject of the Power that had been 
his most inveterate en^ny, and if that subject held a 
commission in the naval or military forces of Britain, 
his testimony would be accepted as " confirmation 
strong as prooi of holy writ." Hia penetrating eye saw 
in Barry O'Meara an ideal instrument, and he laid 
himself out at once to land his fish- We know that 
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Napoleon was a consummate master of the art of 
cajolery. Nob a single visitor to Longwood that passed 
through his hands, but was delisted with the ohum 
of the exile, and left him persuaded that he waa the 
most misJQi^ed and most harshly treated of victims. 
He therefore had an easy task with a person of O'Meaia's 
nature ; playing upon his vanity as a man and a phy- 
sician ; treating him as a confidential friend and paying 
deference to him in his professional capacity. In addition 
to his inordinate vanity CMeara's instinctive love of 
intrigue came into play. It was difficult even for an 
honest man to remain honest in the atmosphere of Long- 
wood, but O'Meara took to crooked courses as natuially 
as a duck takes to water, and he very soon became an 
adept in all the tricks that were being played in the 
Emperor's household ; and, what must have been to 
h'm the acme of ecstasy, he found himself able to act 
the double part of friend and confidant to Napoleon 
and agent of Sir Hudson Lowe. Thus every chord of 
his nature was touched, and for some twenty months 
he must have led what was for him an ideal existence. 
It will be remembered that before he was definitely 
installed at Longwood, the Emperor had asked bim 
whether he considered himself solely and simply his 
medical adviser, or whether he was also to figure as the 
confidential agent of the Governor, in which case Napo- 
leon s^d he had no wish to employ his services ; and 
that O'Ueara had replied that he could not conceiTO 
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being asked to act as a spy by Sir Hudson, nor would 
he, if asked, under any circutnatauces, consent to do 
BO. Not only, however, did he at many interviews im- 
part to the Governor all he saw and heard at Longwood, 
but he kept a diary in which he recorded daily all the 
details which he afterwards so communicated. Nay, he 
did more than this, for his daily records were trans- 
mitted freely and fully to his friend, Mr. John FinUison, 
of the Admiralty, who handed these lively and interesting 
letters to his chief, Mr. John Wilson Croker, who in 
turn paseed them on to Lord Bathurat, so that the 
whole inner life of Longwood waa graphically laid bare 
both to the British authorities at St. Helena and in 
London by this high-souled incarnation of rectitude, 
the Irish surgeon. It was in this way that his veracious 
letters to Mr. Finlaison were carefully preserved, and 
proved an invaluable antidote to the wholesale false- 
hoods of his book A Voice from St. Helena. 

It is a matter of interest to know how this correspon- 
dence began, because the facts throw an additional light 
upon O'Meara's monstrous treachery. The particulars 
were given afterwards by Mr. Finlaison in a letter to 
the Morning CAnmicJedatedSrdofMarch, 1823, in which 
he exposed a gross falsehood about himself in O'Meara's 
lying production. 

The two men had been friends for some time, and in 
July, 1815, Mr. Finlaison received from the surgeon a 
private letter giving information about Napoleon and 
Q 
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his suite. Certain expiessions which it contuned led 
the tecipient to doubt the propriety of entertaining 
Biich correspondence without the sanction of hi« official 
Buperiois. He therefore communicated the letter to 
Mr. Croker, Secretary to the Admiralty, who referred 
the matter to Lord Melville. That nobleman saw no 
reason against continuing the relations thus begun, 
aa it might be advantageous to learn from an impartial 
and near observer the situation of the Emperor and 
hb friends. In order, however, that no suggestion of 
duplicity should attach to the matter, he desired Mr. 
Finlaison to apprize O'Meaia that his letters would be 
seen by the Ministers. O'Meara next asked his fnoad 
to use his influence to get him confirmed in his appoint- 
ment as Napoleon's surgeon, and continued thus : 
"It is my intention to collect every anecdote I can 
from Napoleon and those about him, and perhaps my 
being near him might not be of disservice to the Govern- 
ment, especially if he entertained thoughts of escape ; 
at least, my being constantly near him would probably 
lead to a discovery of any plans he might hereafter 
project." 

Mr. Finlaison observes in his letter to the Morning 
Chronicle that he quotes this pass^e to show that he 
was not authorized to originate any proposal to O'Meara 
to give inteUigence relative to Napoleon, and did not 
in fact do so, but that the proposition came Tohmtanly 
from his friend. 



Digitized byGoOgIC 



MEDICO AND "MOUTON" 243 

The letters, on arrival, were passed on to Mx. Croker, 
who had them copied for the perusal of the Ministers, 
Theie weie some passages which Croker refused to 
have copied, for O'Meara was blackguard enough to 
make therein indelicate reflections on some of the French 
ladies and others, quite unfit for publication. We 
thus find that this unBcrupulous rascal, who, as we 
shall see, ranted about his high-flown principles of 
professional honour, oSered to act as spy while posing as 
doctor, as an inducement to the Ministry to ratify his 
appointment at Longwood. Could baseness descend 
to lower depths than this ! 

After this double life had been led by O'Meara fox 
some twenty months, a coolness gradually sprajig up 
between liim and Sir Hudson. It wouU seem that this 
game had commenced to lose its attractions, and that 
his instinct of being " agin the Grovemment " b^an to 
assert itself. In an interview between Lowe and 
O'Meara on the 25th of November, 1817, ut explosion 
TOok place. ' Major Gkirrequer was present and took 
a memorandum of the conversation. The Governor 
asked O'Meara whether " there waa no subject spoken 
of between hJm and Napoleon fit for him (the Governor) 
to hear. Whether there was nothing of sufficient im- 
portance for h itt to be informed of." This, of course, 
was asked by Lowe as a natural question, arising out 
of the voluntary and imasked for commui 
' Lotee Paper*, Forsyth, voL iL p. 2SS. 
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wlucb iLad been made by O'Meaia regolArly for bo 
many moiithB past. To the Govemor'B aHtonishment 
the Bui^eon, for the first time in his ezpeiieiice, oaanTT^^^ 
an air of virtuous indiguatioD, and told Lowe that to 
ask him to repeat what had be^i said by Napoleon 
in private conversation was to ask him to become a 
spy and a " mouton." Lowe, stung by the aSnmt, 
hotly rephed that the expressions used by O'Meara were 
the most insulting and disrespectful that could be 
used towards him as Clovemor of the isknd, and asked 
O'Meara what he meant by the word motUon. O'Meara 
rejoined with consummate impertinence that it meant 
a person who insinuated himself into the confidence 
of others for the purpose of extracting informatioii 
or secrets from them, and then repeating what he hod 
heard. The Governor said he could not snSer a person 
to sit down iu the same room with him who treated 
him in so insulting and disrespectful a manner as O'Meara 
had just done, and desired him to rise and quit it ; 
adding that if it was not for consideiatiou for Napoleon's 
feelings O'Meara should uot stay another hour in the 
island. " I should not be sorry for that," retorted 
O'Meara ; but instead of leaving the room, he remained 
inside the door, and began saying he would leave it 
to anybody whether, if he acted in the way he had 
mentioned, he would not be considered a spy and a 
mouton. The Governor thereupon t^ain desired O'Meara 
to quit the room, and to come only when sent for. 
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On the 18th of December, 1817, O'Meara was again 
Bummoned to PUntation HooBe, and the suigeon after- 
waids gave a most mendacious account of what occuired 
in his ' Voice from St. Hdena, According to that 
version the Governor insulted him more outr^eously 
than before, and followed him out of the room, vociferating 
after him in a frantic manner, and carried his geaturea 
so far as to menace him with personal violence. 

' Fortunatfily, in this case also we have a corrective 
to this tissue of falsehoods in the minute recorded by 
Major Gorrequer, which puts a very diSerent complexion 
on the episode, and gives particulars which O'Meara 
very judiciously omits from his book. The Major says 
that O'Meaia confessed to the Governor, on this occasion, 
after much hesitation and with great reluctance, that 
notwithstanding his frequent spontaneous commimica- 
tions to Lowe, and hia series of gossiping and garrulous 
letters to Finlaison from May, 1816, to December, 1817, 
he was during the whole of that period under a pledge 
to Napoleon not to reveal conversations that passed 
between them, unless th^ related to his escape. The 
Governor expressed his indignation, and asked him how 
then had he reported to him so many conversations 
which had no tendency whatever to an escape I 

The fact is, O'Meara had impaled himself, by his own 
admission, on the horns of a dilemma. Either he was 

* A Voice from St. Hdma, vol. ii. p. 347. 

* LotBt Pivftra, voL ii p. 339. 
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actang a tieaclLeronfi port to his country bj giving 
such a promise, or havii^ g^ven it, lie was acting dis- 
bonooiably to Napoleon by consistently and persistently 
breaking it. It was, perhaps, merely a thonghtlees 
indiscretion that he, as a British officer, had committed 
in entering into a secret pact with a prisoner of State, 
and as such was a comparatively venial offence, bat 
what terms can be too severe to condemn a man who 
repeatedly violated a solemn pledge over a continnoiiB 
period of twenty months ^ 

After this, theie is a sublime effrontery in O'l/Leaxa'a 
letter of the 23rd of December to the Governor, wherein 
he waxes eloquent upon the turpitude of a physidan 
who insinuates himself into the confidence of s patient 
and abuses his position to wring from him, under the 
pretext of being near his person, disclosures of the 
patient's sentiments for the purpose of betraying them 
afterwards — such a man deserves most justly to be 
branded with the appellation of mouton. Now, seeing 
that this was exactly what CMeara had been doing 
voluntarily for nearly two years, he would appear to 
have been extremely anxious to condemn himself out 
of his own mouth. He also said it was his practice 
to forget the conversations of patients on leaving thox 
room. ^ If 80, it was a custom more honoured by him 
in the breach than in the observance, seeing he had 
been in the habit of guarding against this costomaiy 
' Loue Papers, vol ii. p. 312. 
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foigetfulnesB by hunyiiig to his room after a chat with 
the Emperor and carefullj recoiding all that great man's 
remarks in his diary. Moreover, at a later period he did 
not scrapie to publish for profit all Napoleon's sayings, 
which he had heard solely as physician ; and from time 
to time sent detailed narratives of the most confidential 
conversations with Napoleon to his friend Finfaison of 
the Admiralty, to be by that friend, as we have said, 
communicated in due course to the Ministers of the 
Crown ! 

And this Finlaison correspondence actually continued 
for some time after the tricky surgeon's fustian about 
the sacred duty of a physician, for the Governor was 
officially informed of the fact in a letter from Mr. Gioul- 
buTD, dated 23rd of January, 1818, in which the writer 
says : " Lord Bathuist thinks it proper you should 
be informed that this correspondence is still kept up, 
and is bo with his lordship's knowledge, for as the letters 
are received from Dr. O'Meara they are regularly sub- 
mitted for Lord Bathurst's perusal. He has thought 
it advisable not to do anything which, by driving Dr. 
O'Meara to seek another channel of correspondence, 
m^t deprive Lord Bathurst of the knowledge of its 
contents and of the objects with which it is evident his 
communications are made." 

Thus, we see, that O'Meara's position had become 
very awkward. He had declared open war against the 
Governor, and was therefore impossible as an English 
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officer; while, ty coDtinuing his revelatiooB of the 
inuer life at Longwood, aftei he had indulged in heroios 
on the turpitude of such conduct, he had added hypo- 
crisy to his disgraceful betrayal of the man to whom 
he posed as a devoted and incorraptible friend. It 
waB evident t^t his sojourn on the island moat be of 
short duration, and an occurrence shortly afterwaids 
happened which materially hastened the inevitable 
result. 

1 On the 28th of July, 1817, the Coiaican, Cipriani, 
Napoleon's moAlre d'hotel, died after a short illneas, 
and his death gave rise to the events to which we have 
just referred. He was buried in the country church- 
yard, and the Church of England burial BCrvico me 
read at the grave by the Rev. Mr. Boys, a Protestant 
clergyman. The funeral cortege was followed by Be^ 
trand, Montholon, Sir Thomas Beade, Dr. O'Meaia, 
Beveral officers of the 66th Regiment, and many of the 
inhabitants, for general regret was felt for the death of 
this man, so far from the land of his birth. 

^ Napoleon was much pleased with the respect thoB 
shown to his follower, although never once during the 
poor Gorsican's illness had he visited the sick-room, 
which was under his own roof, and not more than twenty 
feet distant from his bath. 

However, the Emperor, after the breath was oat o£ 
his servant's body, showed some sense of the a 
' Lowe Pajxrs, vot. ii. p. 262, etc 
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that bad been rendered by the cleigyman who bad 
offioiated at the obseqviies, and wished Ms recognitioQ 
to take a tangible form. > He therefore resolved to pre- 
sent Mr. Boys and another clergyman, the Ker. Mr. 
Vemon, who had also showed respect to the deceased, 
with silver snufi-boxee, a proceeding to which there 
could, of course, be no possible objection, provided it 
was carried out in a proper manner. 

Now, one of the regulations imposed by the British 
Government for the supervision of the French exiles 
was that which strictly forbade presents being given either 
to or by Napoleon and the members of his suite without 
the cognizance and approval of the Qovemor. It is 
obvious that this rule was highly neoeesary, for had it 
not been laid down, and stringeutly enforced, it is easy 
to see the power of corruption which would have been 
placed in Napoleon's hands. He was well provided 
with funds, and in a small island such as St. Helena, 
with a lai^e black population, and traders more intent 
on gain than honour, a judicious distribution of gold 
might have seriously imperilled the safe custody of the 



There is not the slightest doubt that bad the Gover- 
nor's permission been requested for the proposed gifts, 
it would readily have been granted. There was there- 
fore no earthly reason why that simple and straightfoE- 

' Lovx Pvfera, vol. Ui. p. 8, etc. 
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ward course should not have been followed. ' Unluckily, 
Xapoleon placed the matter in the hands of O'Meais, 
to whom a simple and straightforward comsfl was 
repugnant, where underhand trickery could be employed. 
" O'Meaia, who was well acquainted with the T^olation, 
gratified his mania for intrigue, and his instinct of defiance 
of authority, by taking the Enufi-boz to Mr. Boys on 
the eve of his departure for Ei^land, and the revenmd 
gentleman unthinkingly accepted it. Mr. Vernon, 
however, with a just appreciation of the circumstances, 
declined to receive his, except through the le^timate 
channel, and on hearing that Mr. Boys had accepted 
the gift direct from O'Meara, wrote to his feUow-olergy- 
man, pointing out the gross impropriety of the pro- 
ceeding, upon which Mr. Boys at once caused the 
snufi-boz to be returned to the surgeon, with a note 
that he would be glad to receive it if it crane in the 
regular way. 

On being informed of this freah act of contumacy, 
the Governor quite properly resolved to adopt rigorous 
methods with O'Meara, and informed him that he would 
in future be subjected to the same regulations as wexe 
enforced in the case of Napoleon and his household. 
This was inevitable, for O'Meara had ceased to act as a 
British ofBcer, having now identified himself entirely 
with the exiles, and adopted all their tricky shifts and 
devices to fiout the EngHsh Government and haiaiiB 
' Lovx Papers, voL iii. p. 8, etc 
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the Governor. As he had become an avowed Fiench 
partisan, he could not complain of being treated as 
such. 

It was on the lOth of April, 1817, that this curtail- 
ment of the surgeon's opportunities for mischief came 
into force. ^ O'Meara thereupon wrote to Bertrand that 
as it was impossible for hi>n to sacrifice his character 
and rights as a British subject to the desire of being of 
service to the " chief personage " at Longwood, he had 
fonned the resolution to quit the island. He then des- 
patched a letter to the Governor, tendering his resigna- 
tion, and demanding permission to return to England ; 
following this up by violating the Governor's orders not 
to leave Longwood without permission, by a visit 
to The Briars, where Admiral Pkmpin was residing. 
The Admiral, however, instructed his Secretary to inform 
O'Meara that he could not sanction bis disobedience 
by receiving him, but that if he had any communication 
to make, he must write and obtun his (the Admiral's) 
direction to wait on him. O'Meara answered that he 
considered himself a naval officer, and not amenable 
to the orders of the Governor, much less obliged to 
obey an "illegal" one. 

On the same day Bertrand sent for Major Gorrequer 

and bitterly complained of the Governor's act, and said 

that in driving away the Emperor's physician the design 

could be recognized, which Sir Hudson had long mani- 

■ Lmoe Pa'pers, voL iii. p. 9. 
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footed, of assaaEonating bim. On hearing tbis, Oone- 
quer rose from his seat saying he could not tolerate 
such hingiiage, and Bertraod added, "At all erents, 
you will repeat to the Governor what I have just said," 
OD which the Uajor at once withdrew. To a latter 
written to him by Bertraod making the same diagtaoefol 
charge, Sir HudBon replied with oalEoness and dignity, 
that O'Meara had t^idered his resignatioii, and if it had 
not aheady taken place, that had been solely out of 
consideration for the argmnents advanced by Bertraod, 
and owing to the difficulty of supplying Oltfeaia's 
place by any other person in the island not objected to 
by Napoleon himself. 

^ The Governor now formaUy accqtted OlUeaia's 
resignation, and informed him, through Beade, that if 
Napoleon was wUling to receive advice from any other 
medical man in the island, he would consent to O'Meua's 
quitting Longwood immediately ; but if not, it woold 
be proper that he should remain until his resignation 
was received in England, or some arrangement could be 
made for filling his place. 

It was important that Napoleon should not be left 
for a moment without medical attention. The famity 
disease which ultimately carried him oS was be^uuiing 
to make itself manifest. He slept badly ; his appetite 
was failing ; his colour was ghastly, and the pun whicih 
he suffered in his right side had become worse. 0*]foaiSt 
* Lowt Papers, voL iii. p. 11. 
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who seems to have been as incoinpetent as a doctoi as he 
was oDieliable in other respects, diagnosed the complaint 
as hepatitis, but Dr. Baxter ezpresaed surprise that the 
disorder, if it were what O'Meara supposed, should 
remain stationary so long. It was afterwards proved, of 
course, that O'Meara was utterly wrong in his opinion 
as to the nature of the disease ; but that opinion may 
have been expressed in order to sustain the assertion that 
Napoleon was killed by the climate of St. Helena, 
which was part of his case against the British Ministry 
and the Governor, and did not die from the family taint, 
which, of course, would have destroyed that fiction. 

The order with regard to O'Meara had come into force 
on the 10th of April, 181:3, and on the 14th he waited on 
Napoleon, ^who positively refused any longer to avail 
himself of his services as medical attendant. A tedious 
and futile correspondence had meanwhile been going 
on between the Governor and the surgeon, which 
ended in O'Meara proposing, in view of the state of the 
Emperor's health, that he shoiUd remain at Longwood 
until the arrival of an answer from England, to Lowe's 
despatch on his behaviour. Sir Hudson, taking into 
consideration that Napoleon not only refused to accept 
O'Meara's services, but obstinately declined to see any 
other doctor, decided to meet the grave danger that 
would result if the Emperor were to become seriously 
ill in the absence of professional advice, by withdrawing 
> Lowe Papvs, voL iU. p. 12, 
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the order placiog O'Meaia on the same footing as the 
French exiles. He accoidingly notified the insaboidin- 
atfl doctor that he would be reatored to his foimer 
privileges until instructions were received from England 
regarding him. He would continue, however, to be 
considered as an officer employed and ptdd by the 
British Govermnent, and subject to the Qovemoi's 
authority and control. 

Another incident occurred which further shows the 
mire of mendacity in which O'Meara dehgbted to wallow. 
'■ On the 12th of June, 1818, a long conveisation took 
place between him and the Governor, who called his 
attention to a sealed letter from Napoleon to Jxad 
Liveipool, which he (Lowe) had transmitted to England. 
A copy of thiB letter was at the same time smuggled oat 
of the island, and published in the English newspapeis. 
The Governor asked O'Meara if he knew anything re- 
Bpecting the mode of transmission or by whom the copy 
had been sent. To this O'Meara replied, " No, air, I 
know nothing whatever about it," He was then asked 
whether he knew of any channel by which it might have 
been sent. The answer was, "No, I do not, I can 
suspect no one." Would he state that on oath f 
O'Meaia retorted that this was an insult, and that a 
person whose word was not worthy of credit did not 
deserve any more credit on oath. Did he know of 
any paper sent clandestinely to England in the June 
' liotee Papera, toL liL p. 21, 
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of the previous year ? No, was the reply, he did not ; 
this was the first he had heard of such a thing. 

Alas ! the fatal FinlaiBon epistles are again available 
to convict this pretty specimen of a British officer of 
deUberate lying. Writing to his friend in November, 
1817, he Baid, " I enclose you a correct copy of Bona- 
parte's answer to Lord Bathurst's speech, the original 
of which was delivered to Sir Hudson Lowe on the 7th 
of October, sealed, and directed to Lord Liverpool." 
As to the episode of Jvme, 1817, he wrote to Finlaison 
on the 29th of that month, secretly enclosing a copy of 
the Emperor's observations on the restrictions imposed 
upon ^irn ! 

By this time O'Meara's insults and defiance of the 
Governor were a pubhc scandal in the island. He had 
been all along an honorary member of the mess of the 
66th Raiment, but Lieut.-Col. Lascelles thought it 
was high time that his presence should no longer pollute 
the dinner-table. ^He therefore wrote him on the 23rd 
of June, 1818, that his honorary membership must cease. 
What followed is described by the Assistant-Surgeon 
of the 66th in Henry's Events of a Military Life. 
After briefiy describing O'Meara's malpractices, which 
included 'the repeating at Longwood of confidential 
conversations heard at the mess, he goes on to explain 
that the Colonel's intimation to O'Meara had been 

' Events of a Military Life, Heniy, vol. ii. p. 40. 
' Ibid. p. 41. 
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sent without conBuhing the other officen, which had 
caused some dissatisfaction, as O'Ueua, a genial Imh- 
man, was well liked. O'Meara ^ored the Colonel's 
letter, and piesenting himself as usual at the dinner- 
table, appealed to the seven officers iriio happened 
to be present Vhether his conduct had not always 
been marked with propriety while he was associating 
with them, and blarneyed them into giving h''m a cer- 
tificate to that eSect. The officers, good, honest feUows, 
being quite in the dark as to his scandalous conduct, and 
being, no doubt, in a postprandial state of geniality, 
readily wrote the testimonial " across the walnuts and 
the wine," saying that the surgeon's deportment had 
always been most gentlemanly, and away went the 
wily doctor with the document in his pocket. *Ab 
Mr. Henry remarks, it was a regrettable, though good- 
natured action, on the part of the officers, for this testi- 
monial was adroitly made use of as one of the main props 
of the edifice of falsehoods built up afterwards under 
the title of A Voice from St. Edena. * " A specious 
but sophistical book, fuU of misrepresentations," is 
Henry's description of it. 

At this juncture Lieut.-Col. Dodgin was appointed to 
the command of the 66th. He at once convened a meet- 
ing of the whole of his officers, and they onanimously 
agreed to forward a letter to Sir G. Bingham, thfltr 

' Events of a MUtiary Life, voL iL p. 41. 
> Ibid. p. 41. 
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ColoDel, explaining that the letter to O'Meaia had been 
written without their knowledge and consent. They 
requested the Colonel to inform the Governor of this, 
ao that should O'Meara publish the first letter, Sir Hud- 
son might have the means of ezcolpating the body of 
the officers of the regiment from any blame that might 
attach to them in the eyes of the Commander-in-Chief. 
This declaration was signed by twenty-seven officers ; 
while the seven officers who had thoughtlessly signed 
the first letter wrote on the 6th of November, 1818, to 
Lieut.-Col. Dodgin that they had only written it out of 
politeness, and in total ignorance of any imputation of 
improper conduct being attached to O'Meara's character ; 
but that from circumstances which had since come to 
their knowledge, they regretted having done bo. At a 
subsequent period, when O'Meara had grossly misused 
the letter of character in a communication to the Ad- 
miralty of the 28th of October, 1818, the officers ^ain 
addressed Sir G. Bingham, reiterating their explanation 
of how the testimonial had come to be written, and 
expressing their feelings of surprise and indignation that 
it should have had such a false and scandalous construc- 
tion placed upon it by the recipient. It had been 
intended merely as a, mark of common civihty, and 
they begged the Colonel to assure Sir Hudson that the 
whole assertions and imputations contained in the 
latter part of the extracts were wanton and mabcioos 
falsehoods. 
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^ The cup of O^Meara's laBcalitiee was filled to tiie 
brim by the revelationa made by General Gourgaud on 
his arriving in London. He expresaed to Mr. Ooulbom 
the convictioti that although the situation of Longwood 
made it capable of being well protected by sentiiea, 
there would not be much difficulty in eluding thdr 
vigilance, and that in point of fact, an escape from the 
island appeared to him in no degree impracticable. 
The subject had frequently been discuaaed, and sug- 
gestions as to the best mode of ejecting escape invited 
from individual members of the household. The 
Gener&l also said that Napoleon's ill-health had been 
much exaggerated. O'Meara was the dupe of that 
influence which the Emperor always exercised over those 
with whom he had frequent intercourse. 

Gourgaud's communications gave the finishing touch 
to the growing suspicions entertained by the Minister of 
O'Meara's fidelity ; and Lord Bathurst resolved to 
withdraw the refusal he had returned to Sir Hudson's 
previous request lor the surgeon's removal. On the 
16th of May, 1818, he instructed the Governor to dismiss 
O'Meara forthwith, and to forbid li'm any forthei 
communication with Longwood. ■ In a private letter to 
Lowe, his lordship pointed out that this step wotdd 
probably create a great sensation, and that the Govemoi 
must make pubhc the substance of his instmctiona, so as 

• Lovie Papers, vol. iii p. 38, etc, 
« Ibid. p. 41, 
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to show clearly that the dismissal was due to Goui^ud, 
and not to his difieiences with O'Mesra. Id another 
despatch Lord Bathurst instructed Sir Hudson to impose 
such lestrictious on communications between Napoleon's 
followers and the inhabitants of St. Helena as might 
appear to him necessary to prevent their continuance. 
A secret correspondence had been discovered between 
Longwood and Bahia in Brazil, via the Cape. In April 
a packet of letters from the French at Longwood had 
been delivered in London by a person who had arrived 
there from Brazil, and Lord Bathurst informed the 
Governor that a rescue had been in contemplation by a 
party of French and other adventurers proceeding from 
Pemambuco to St. Helena. 

On the 25th of July, 1818, O'Meara was accordingly 
notified to leave Longwood at once, without hohling 
any further communication whatever with the inmates, 
and Admiral Plampm received instructions as to his 
destination when he should quit the island. ^ Defiant 
to the last, O'Meara disobeyed these orders, and 
was closeted in close conference with Napoleon for 
two hours, Lieut.-Col. Wynyard, the chief Military 
Secretary, reprimanded him sharply for this fresh 
evidence of insubordination, and O'Meara insolently 
retorted, " Yes, I don't acknowledge the authority." 
Wynyard thereupon told >iim bluntly that he had ceased 
to belong to the Longwood establishment, and was 
1 Ibid. p. 48. 
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to pack ap his tiape vitti all speed and quit the premiseB 
for James Town. The Govemor sent the MftTshal of 
the Island to infoim him that he must dear out of St. 
Helena at once. He was pat on board the OriffoH, 
which sailed for England on the 2nd of Augost, 1818. 

O'Meara did not wait until his arrival in Bnglond 
to begin his campaign of calumny. ^ At Asc^ision he 
manifested his fiendish hatred of the Glovemor by chai^ 
ing him with having prompted him (O'Mesra) to murder 
the Emperor. On this, Rear-Admiral Flampin wrote 
to Ijowe the following breezy note : " Young Black- 
wood . . . who is a midshipman on board the Favourite, 
and is at present for two oi three days at The Brian, 
tells me that that impudent vagabond O'Meaia said 
pubhcly at Ascension that had he obeyed your ordoB, 
Napoleon Bonaparte would not then have been alive — 
a precious rascal this to talk of prosecating for defama- 
tion t " 

' On the 28th of October, 1818, O'Meaia wrote the 
letter to the Admiralty which so roosed the indignatdon of 
the officers of the 66th. It was an epitome of the libels 
afterwards elaborated in A Voice from St. Hdma, and 
contained^the frightful accusation first made at Asoenaioii. 
The passage in the letter which contains this abominable 
charge runs as follows : " In the third interview which 
Sir Hudson Lowe had with Napoleon Bonaparte in 
May, 1816, he proposed to the Utter to send me away 
> lawe Papers, voL in. p. 96. ■ Jtnd p. 118. 
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and replace me by Baxter, who had been lor several 
yeais surgeon with h'"i in the Corsican Bangeis. This 
pioposal was rejected with indignatios by Napoleon 
Bonaparte, on the grounds ol its b^g an indelicate 
proposition to substitute an army surgeon lor a private 
surgeon of his own choice. 

" Failing in this attempt, Sir Hudson Lowe adopted 
the resolution of manifesting the greatest confidence in 
me by loading me with civilities ; inviting me constantly 
to dine with Tiitti ; conversing hours together with me 
alone, both in his own house and grounds, and at Long- 
wood, either in my room or under the trees and elsewhere. 
On some ol these occasions he made to me observations 
upon the benefit that would result from the death ol 
Napoleon Bonaparte, ol which event he spoke in a 
manner, which, considering his situation and mine, 
was painfully distressing to me." 

There was no mistaking the purport ol thia wicked 
innuendo, which at last exhausted the forbearance of the 
Admiralty, and O'Meara promptly received a r^ly ol 
which the material part was as follows : ' " It is im- 
possible to doubt the meaning which this pass^ is 
intended to convey, and my Lords can as little doubt 
that the insinuation is a calumnious falsehood ; but il it 
were true, and if so horrible a suggestion were made to 
you, directly or indirectly, it was your bonnden duty 
not to have lost a moment in communicatiug it to t^e 
' Lowe Papen, voL iii pp. 115, 116. 
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Admiral, on the spot, or to the Secretaiy of State, or to 
their LordshipB. 

" An overture so monstrous in itself, and so deeply 
involving, not merely the personal character of the 
Governor, but the honour of the Nation . . . should 
not have been reserved in your breast for two years, 
to be produced at last, not (so it would appear) from & 
sense of public duty, but in furtherance of your personal 
hostihty against the Governor. 

" Either the charge is in the last degree false and 
calumnious, or you can have no possible excuse foi 
having hitherto suppressed it. 

" In either case, and without adverting to the general 
tenour of your conduct, as stated in your letter, my 
Lords consider you to be an improper person to continue 
in His Majesty's service, and they have directed your 
name to be erased from the list of naval su^eous 
accordingly." 

When Montholon afterwards referred to this abomin- 
able charge in a conversation with Montchenu, the 
French Commissioner, the latter expressed his entire 
disbelief, on which Montholon responded, " We do not 
believe it ouraelves, but it is aiways weU to say so." 

Theodore Hook published a defence of Sir Hudson to 
which O'Meara replied. ^ In order to poison the minds of 
the inhabitants, O'Meara endeavoured, with character- 
istic trickery, to smuggle e^teen sets of what he called 
* Lo«x Papers, voL liL pp. 185* 186. 
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bis EwposUion into St. Helena. E^ch set was eaclosed 
in a sealed packet to deceive the captain of the ship that 
conveyed them into the belief that they were trade, 
so that they were sent ashoie without the manifest 
required by the legulations, and duly delivered. The 
scheme completely failed, however, as on becoming aware 
of the nature of the publication, each set was returned to 
the publishers by the respective recipients, with the 
pages uncut. 

Such, then, was the man upon whose testimony the 
cruel and abominable charges against Sic Hudson Lowe 
mainly rest. His colossal falsehoods pass current to 
this day as undoubted truths, for the glamour of Na- 
poleon's bloodstained career has blinded the eyes of the 
multitude {who are prone to accept as established proof 
what is persbtently asserted) to the facts of the case ; 
and the average man has neither the time nor the 
patience to examine the evidence for himself. The 
fury of faction ; the perversions of subsidized or pre- 
judiced scribes ; the emotion of poets ; even the praise- 
worthy instinct of Englishmen to look with indulgence 
on a fallen foe, have all combined to perpetuate this 
fabric of falsehood. 
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CHAPTER SXrV 

MEDIOAL AND OLBBIOAL 

rnSE disappearance of Barry O'Ueara made it 
■*- necesBary to appoint a new mecUoal adviaez 
for the Emperor, and heie a serioTiB difficulty presented 
itself. Throughout his whole career Xapoleon had 
constantly expressed himself in the most contemptuoita 
terms of the medical profession, and his afiectioa for 
O'Meara was in no degree owing to his cooMence in the 
suigeon's professional skill. It sprang, of couiBe, from 
his utility in the campaign gainst the English Ministiy 
and the Governor. Any doctor appointed by Sir 
Hudson might be confidently expected to meet with his 
determined opposition, and this was soon found to be 
the case. 

^ The appointment of Dr. VeTliog, assistant^iirgeon 
in the Royal Artillery, was first tried, for as he had 
come out with Napoleon on the NorihumberUmd, it was 
hoped that he might prove persona grata to the exile. 
On his appointment Dr. Verling asked O'Meara to show 

' Lowe Papers, vol. iii. p. 48, 
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him his medical jonmal, whicli was the only somce 
from which could be ascertained the constifcutioD of the 
patient and the nature of his complaints, without a 
knowledge of which it was, of course, impossible to 
arrive at a proper deciBion as to treatment, but with this 
request O'Meara refused to comply. Moreover, the 
Emperor obstinately refused to accept the services, 
either of VerUng, or any other doctor selected by the 
Governor, and he applied for a French or Italian medical 
man. 

' Li August, 1818, the Emperor's uncle, Cardinal 
Fesch, made application to the Prince Regent for 
permiBsioQ to send a Catholic priest to St, Helena to 
act as chaplain to his nephew. Lord Bathurst replied 
that there was no objection to this, provided that the 
reverend gentleman should reside at Longwood, and 
make the usual declaration of submission to all the 
regulations. At the same time Lord Bathurst informed 
Fesch that Kapoleon had asked for a French surgeon 
and a cook, the selection of whom his lordship would 
leave to the Cardinal. 

There seemed to be a mischievous imp at work in all 
the appointments to Napoleon's household. We have 
seen how Las Cases had to be removed, how Gourgaud 
was tormented into leaving, and how Barry O'Meara 
had been expelled for scandalous conduct. It might 
have been hoped that destiny would be more indulgent 
' Jjoux Papers, vol. iii. p. 94. 
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in respect of the new-comeiB. Unfortonately, except in 
the caee of the new cook and maitre d'hSlel (for that 
functionary had also to be newly appointed), tike people 
selected by Feach could not possibly have beoi more 
unsuitable. The new surgeon, the two chapl^us, the 
maitre d'hStel (Causal) and the cook (Chaudelin) arrived at 
St. Helena on the 20th of September, 1819. All signed 
the required declaration, and reached Longwood the same 
evening. ' The doctor was a certain Antommarchi, 
who soon proved to be as incompetent as a physician 
and as hostile to the authorities as O'Meara himself. 
From the very Erst he became the obsequious slave of 
Napoleon, ready to misinterpret everything to the dis- 
advantage of England. Even before he landed he 
gave an indication of his perversity. Like all connected 
with Longwood, he subsequently wrote a book, which foi 
all-round IjTng eclipsed the achievements of all the 
others. ' He teUs us that when he had his first view of 
the island, he exclaimed. Yonder was the Emperor, 
there English cruelty persecuted its victim with relent- 
less fury ! There the sovereigns of Europe were taking 
revenge upon that great man for " the errors of his 
generosity." His state of mind is further displayed 
by his idiotic suspicions of a fleet of fishing-boats 
which was sailing in the vicinity of the ship on its 

> Ibid. pp. 182, 202, eto. 

■ Demiers Mame»U d& Napolefftt, Antoounarohi, vol. L pp. 40, 
41 (Paris, 1898). 
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teaching the island. This, according to Antomniarchi, 
was part of a " plot," hatched by the treacherous 
Governor to entrap the new-comers into sending some 
letter or paper clandestinely ashore ! ' His capacity 
for barefaced lying is significantly shown by his 
description of the alleged interview he had with the 
English Ministers on his return to London. According 
to this veracious narrative, one of the Ministers remarked, 
" What signifies, after all, the death of General Bona- 
parte ? It rids us of an implacable enemy, and de- 
livers him from a painful situation in which he would 
have remained for ever." " The assurances given to us 
by the Grovemor," answered Antommarchi, " were not 
of that nature." " The Governor ! the Governor ! " 
exclaimed the Minister contemptuously. " Your Ex- 
cellency," responded Antommarchi, " does not do him 
justice ; he was a strict follower of his instructions." 
" If so," replied the other, " why did he not cause the 
body of Bonaparte to be thrown into lime ^ The idol 
would then have been completely destroyed, and we 
should the sooner have done with him." 

Was ever such a transparently concocted fiction, 
glaring in ita preposterous absurdity, sought to be 
palmed ofl on a credulous public ? The bare idea that 
an English Minister would have conversed in this way 
with a vainglorious mountebank like Antommarchi is 

^ LowK Pa/pera, voL iiL p. 203. 



Digitized byGoOgIC 



268 TH£ VtMAL MAHTYB OF ST. HELENA. 

enough to stamp the whole thing with the impiws of 
meodacity. 

This BUigeon Boon because an adept in the trade o£ 
grievance-mongering and grumbling. ^ Having broken 
the regulations as to the limits imposed on the move- 
ments of the Longwood honsdiold, he bitterly com- 
plained when he was very properly stopped by the 
sentiies. Shortly after his arrival be invited to dinner 
the members of his profession resident in the island. 
They, one and all, excused themselves on the ground of 
prior engagements. He made this also a ground of 
complaint against Sir Hudson, ascribing the refusals to 
"the univeiBal terror impressed on the minds of the 
inhabitants." The Governor told hip* that be had 
nothing whatever to do with the matter, and that the 
doctors knew their own afiaics best ; but that nothii^ 
could justify the most improper and indecent attack 
made on himself. He regretted Antommarchi's readi- 
ness to seek the first forced occasion to hold an irritating 
and insulting style of language towards him. The SDI- 
geon, he added, could have had no opportunity to trace 
the real causes which influenced the conduct of indi- 
viduals on that island in their relations with Longwood^ 
and without that, the reflection was as unjust as it vaa 
offensive. 

Antommarchi not only adopted this attitude of 

extreme hostility to the Governor immediately on 

' Lowe Papers, vol. iii. p. S63. 
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arriving at St. Helena, but he soon ehowed tliat vain 
as O'Meara liad been, be entirely eclipsed tbe Irishman 
in that defect. He also proved to be a most incompetent 
doctor. Napoleon's health was becoming much worse, 
and Antonmiarchi showed himseli utterly unequal to 
the situation. Napoleon from the first displayed an 
entire want of confidence in his skiU and knowledge, and 
at last refused to take any more of his medicmes, which 
he said only made him worse. * The Emperor was a 
most exacting patient, and required his attendant to 
explain all his methods, which Antommarchi was quite 
incapable of doing. This increased Napoleon's contempt 
for him, and later on this contempt grew into strong, 
personal aversion, which was intensified by Antom- 
marchi's want of polish, due to his never having been 
accustomed to move in good society. 'His manners 
were frivolous and presuming ; he was in the habit of 
giving himself the most ridiculous airs of self-importance, 
and on his arrival seemed to believe the whole island 
was at his command. At last Napoleon conceived an 
absolute hatred for him, and could not endure to have 
him in his sight. His diagnosis of the Emperor'a 
malady was utterly wrong, for he asserted it to be an 
affection of the organs of digestion and the heart, whereas 
we know very well what it really was. 

' Antommarchi, on his part, found his situation 

unendurable, and appUed for leave to return to Europe, 

> Ibid. p. 26«. ■ Jbid. p. 275, 
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as he told the Governor that he could be of no farther 
use, and could stand no longer, either the Emperoi's 
violent temper, or the menial services leqniied of him. 
* Noi did the selection of the Abb^ Buonavita and 
Viguah as the Emperor's advisers prove more judicious. 
The former was a very worthy old man, but not the sort 
to meet Napoleon's requirements. He had been a 
missionary priest in Mexico, and could talk of nothii^ 
but his erperiences there. He was no theologian, and 
therefore quite incapable of answering the Emperor's 
searching questions on that subject, or of holding his own 
in controversy with the keenest intellect of the age. 
Napoleon therefore soon became as dissatisfied with bim 
as he was with Antommarchi. *As to Vignali, the other 
cleric, he was an excellent young man, but of abysmal 
ignorance, and the two together were about as unsuitable 
persons as could well be imagined to battle with a life- 
long sceptic like Napoleon, Montholon humorously 
summed up the man of medicine and the two church- 
men by saying that Antommarchi could talk of nothing 
but surgery ; Buonavita could talk of nothing bat 
Mexico, and Vignali could talk about nothing at alL 
In these circmnstances Napoleon asked the Qovemor 
to get him supplied with new ministiants to his bodily 
and spiritual wants, but the choice must on no account 
be left to his family. He said he had great reason to 
complam of the choice they had already made, and he 
i Xbid. p. 254. ' Ibid. f. 266, 
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suggested that the matter should be left to the discretion 
of the King of France and his ministers. The pnest 
must be a man of education and learning, and forty to 
fifty years old, 

* The Governor told Antonmiarchi that he must have 
tune to deliberate on his request for permission to leave 
the island, and as a matter of fact the surgeon re- 
mained at Longwood until Napoleon's death, which was 
now rapidly approaching, rendering his further stay 
there super&uous. 

' Loioe Papers, vol. iii. p. 277. 
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CHAPTER XXV 

HIDE AND BEES 

A FTER the removal of O'Ueaia'a evil influenoe 
■^ the relatione between Ijongwood and the Gover- 
nor became, as might have been expected, much more 
amicable. To show to what an extent that influence 
prejudiced Kapoleon against Sir Hudson, the following 
incident will suffice. 

1 It was deemed desirable to protect the grounds at 
Longwood from the intrusion of cattle and goats hy 
erecting around them an iron fence. OlUeara told the 
Emperor that a ship had arrived with 400,000 livres 
of iron fencing for the 'purpose of hemming him in, 
and enclosing hia house within fifteen yards' distance 
all round ; in fact to form an iron cage round him. In 
consequence of this, when Napoleon saw the railing 
being put up along the lawn in front of the new building 
(for another house was erected at Longwood by die 
British Government to give improved accommodatkni 

» Ibid. p. 26X. 
272 
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to the exiles) he became exasperated, exclaiming, 
" There is the cage — O'Meara was right. I am going 
to be imprisoned within an iron railing ! " The ah- 
suidity of the Emperor's idea is only exceeded by the 
wickedness of O'Meara in suggesting it to him. This is 
Montholon's account of what actually occurred. The 
version which O'Meara palmed ofE on the Governor 
was very different, in fact the exact opposite. He told 
Sir Hudson that Napoleon, having got this bee in his 
bonnet, he (O'Meara) had enlightened the Emperor as 
to the real object for which the railing was intended, 
and explained to him that it was similar to the protec- 
tion ordinarily placed around the gardens of English 
country houses! 

Unhappily, the truce established between Longwood 
and Plantation House was not of long duration, foe 
there was another marplot at work, to sow afresh the 
seeds of discord. This was the " Grand Mar^chal," 
Bertrand, who now stepped into the void left by O'Meara 
and farmed the flames of Napoleon's hatred of Lowe on 
every possible occasion. Montbolon, although of course 
no friend to Sir Hudson, had sufficient sense to see the 
folly of the war which was continually carried on ; and 
did his best (so he averred, at all events) to restrain his 
master's impolitic pugnacity. He advised Napoleon 
to moderate his attitude towards the Governor, but hia 
efforts as peacemaker were continually neutralized 
by Bertrand, who appealed to the Emperor with such 
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words as * " Mau, Sire ! voire ghire, votre notn I ** and 
Ilia fellow-exile's advice immediately fell to the gronnd. 

The strife was therefore soon renewed. One of the 
most insistent demands of the British Uinistets was that 
Lowe should satisfy himself by ocnlar evideaoe twice 
every day of Napoleon's actual presence at Longwood. 
* The orderly officer was therefore positively instructed 
that he must satisfy himself, by hook or by crook, of this 
fact. The poor man led a dc^'s life in oideavoniing 
to fulfil this duty, for the Emperor was reedved to 
prevent its accomplishment by all the means in his 
power. It was a most undignified game of hide-uid- 
seek on both sides, but what was the Governor to do 7 
Despatch after despatch was received by him from 
Lord Bathurst emphasizing the absolnte necessity for 
the rule being enforced. Sir Hudson was determined 
to go to all extremes in avoiding the necessity for a 
forcible intrusion on Kapoleon's privacy ; and yet fjie 
obstinacy with which the exile immured himself foE 
months in the interior of Longwood seemed to moke a 
continnance of this forbearance impossible. To make 
matters worse, Montholon actually boasted of the defeat 
of the Governor's attempts, and d^ed him to say that 
he knew for certain that Kapoleon was actoally at 
Longwood, or had been there for the last two montiiB. 

To show in what a dilenmia Sir Hudson was placed by 

> Lmix Papers, vol. iii. p, 62, ■ Ibid. p. 174. 
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Napoleon's undignified policy of oonoealment, let oa 
quote Lord Bathurst'a despatch of the 28tli of Sept^nber, 
1818 : " From this assertion of Montbolon, I am oon- 
Snned in what I had been led to apprehend by certain 
passages in yout despatch, that you have, from feelings 
of delicacy towards Bonaparte, and unwillingnees to 
intrude on his privacy, forborne enforcing the r^ubr 
tion mentioned in your despatch of the 12th of May, 
1816, the purport of which was that it should be dis- 
tinctly ascertained twice a day beyond possible doubt 
that General Bonaparte was actually at Longwood. 

" Although I duly appreciate the motives which have 
led to this forbearance on your part, and am disposed 
to intrude as little as possible upon tiiiose habits of 
seclusion which Cieneral Booapaite has latterly imposed 
on himself, yet I confess that it appears to me so essential 
that the security of his being actually at Longwood 
should be r^ularly and daily ascertained, that if this 
were duly enforced, I should have less objection to dis- 
pense with some of the restrictions of which General 
Bonaparte has complained. You will therefore propose 
to General Bonaparte the regular admission of the 
orderly officer to a personal interview between the 
hours of nine and eleven every morning and evening. 
If this be accepted, you are authorized to relax other 
restrictions, so far as to admit of his taking exercise oa 
foot, in carriage or on horseback through the greats 
part of the isUud, unattended b^ a Biitish officer 
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(sabject always to the regtil&tionB as to liotiis at present 
in force)." 

The despatch goes on to eay that if Napoleon refused 
to accept these terms, no alterations were to be made 
iQ tihe existing regulations, and the Govemoi was to 
adopt such measoies as he might think most effectual 
to pteveut his being deceived as to the Emperor being 
actually at Longwood, taking care always, in adopting 
those measures, to show all possible consideration for tiie 
feelings and habits of the exile, not inconsistent with the 
necessary dischai^e of a painful duty. 

We see from the above that Sir Hudson had run tiie 
risk of incurring the censure of the Secretary of State for 
War and the Colonies, in his anxiety to deal considerately 
and gently with the prisoner. What a contrast tus 
actual conduct presents to the common idea of him, 
derived from the deHberate slanders of nnscmpuloQS 
Bonapartists, as a cruel, callous, inhuman tyrant, 
whose greatest delight was to torment and insult his 
hapless victim ! 

These attempts at an arrangement were unfortunate^ 
fruitless. Napoleon persisted m his determinatioD 
not to show himself, and resorted to the most diildish 
and undignified expedients to conceal himself from view. 
> Among other devices, he had holes made in the win- 
dows of the billiard-room, through which he cooM see 



' £«M Papers, toL iii. p. Vil. 
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tihose outside by meanB of a spy-glass, while bimBelf 
remaioing coocealed tioin tbeii observation. 

The unfortunate orderly officer. Captain Nicholb, waa 
at bis wits' eaA to carry out bis duty. He had not seen 
the Emperor for two weeks, and was yet urged to make 
his reports twice a day. The situation became as 
impossible as it was farcical, and on the Srd of October, 
1818, the Governor, accompanied by Major Gorrequer, 
called on de Montholon to endeavour to put an end to it. 

Be Montholon waa an extremely slippery gentleman 
to deal with. While Bertrand was brutal, de Montholon 
viaa the personification of politeness, but bis very 
suavity made him all the more difficult to handle. 
^ A long conversation ensued in which de Montholon 
denied that the Emperor was concealing himself. On 
the contrary, he was in the habit of coming to the 
window and drawing back the curtains, expoBU^ him- 
self to view. The Governor repbed that on that very 
day the orderly officer reported that he had no certainty 
of the Emperor being at Longwood. Delicacy had be«i 
pushed to extremes. Captain NichoUs had always 
endeavoured to perform bis duty in a manner not 
diaagreo&ble to Napoleon's feelings. De Montholon said 
that if. he mentioned the matter, his master flew into a 
passion, and the more he expostulated with bim the 
more obstinate he became. It was ill-health and bad 

' Loioe Papert, vol. m. p. 161. 
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weatliei that kept him indoora, not a deaiie to hide 
himself. Napoleon was a man, said the Count, who l^e 
more that cannon were filed at him, the more stubborn 
he became. It was only by gentle meana that anything 
could be done. " But," replied Lowe, " I don't fire 
cannon at him ; on the contrary, every one knows how 
far I have been poshed on this subject, by reframing 
till now from insistii^ on the point." De Uonthoton 
rejoined that he quite admitted this, and rendered the 
Governor ftdl justice in this respect. Napoleon himself 
bad said, " Weil, he does his duty." The Count 
added that he would rather Sir Hudson shoold write to 
him, and he would send his answer in like manner. 

Lowe then remarked on the false impression Napolem 
appeared to have about the English. ^ De Uonthotcoi 
replied that it was due to Las Cases, who was no doubt 
the author of much mischief, for his previous residence 
in England and knowledge of the language, though 
imperfect, had given him an infiuence over the Emperca: 
which was never exerted for any good purpose, and his 
misrepresentations of Ei^lish customs and modee of 
acting, if not wilful, were ridiculous. He had also done 
much harm by misinterpreting ezpressions in conversit- 
tions, and on one occasion, even Napoleon declared 
that he was satisfied the Count had not sufficiently undeE* 
stood the language to avoid misleading hinL This u 

' Lowe Papers, vol iii p. 68. 
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borne out by the following eignificant entry in Gonigaud'B 
Journal InSd/U de Sainte Heline (vol. 1. chap. vi. p. 317), 
referring to Las Cases : " C'eat un simple intrigant, vm 
peurevx, un hypocriie, qui n'a commis que des sottiset en 
excitant VEmpereuT d se oreer des illusions but brat." 

* Ab to O'Meara, de Montholon had from the first been 
convinced that he was giving accounts to the Governor 
of aU that happened at Longwood. As he lodged close 
to de Montholon, who saw him always writing from the 
moment he entered his room, he (the Goant) was strongly 
suspicious of what the aui^eon was about. 

Nothing came from this interview, nor from another 
which the two had on the 5th of October, at which de 
Montholon was as plausible as ever ; shrugged his 
shoulders and expressed open-eyed surprise that NichoUs 
bad still been unable to catch a glimpse of the exile. 
' He had told Napoleon what Lowe had said, and re- 
ceived for a reply, " What would he have 1 Does he 
want me to go out when I am ill? I do not hide myself, 
and have changed none of my habits, and don't mean to. 
When fine weather returns and my health improves, I 
will go out as usual. If it be a new regulation, let them 
inform me in writing." The Governor replied that 
it was no innovation, but there sow seemed to be a 
system established to prevent the orderly officer from 
seeing Napoleon. Wheuevei Captain NichoUs was 
perceived, the blinds were drawn, and all opportunity 
1 LoK€ Paperi, vol iii. p. 68. ■ Ibid. pp. 69, 70. 
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of getting a glimpse of him thus prevented. De Hod- 
tholon again replied that there was no design on the 
part of ihe Emperor to conceal himself. He {de 
Montholon) had spoken to him the other day on the 
matter and the attempt had ended in a "scene," 
Napoleon exclaiming, " Well then, thej want to assas- 
sinate me ! " He had always that idea in his head. 

To this the Governor replied that those expieesionB 
did no good ; on the contrary, Napoleon did himself 
harm by them. His (Lowe's) character was too well 
known for any one to imagine that he would take delight 
in persecuting the Emperor. It was not possible for 
him to show greater delicacy and care to avoid anything 
that might be disagreeable, than by coming to de 
Montholon twice to see if there were any means of 
arriving at an arrangement instead of writing aSSdally. 
What could he say beyond this — ^that the orders of his 
Government were that he should satisfy himself twice 
a day of the Emperor's actual presence, and that it was 
necessary he should cause these orders to be pnnctoally 
executed. He had come to try and avoid more extreme 
measures. The conversation ended by the Governor 
saying, " I do not pretend, M. le Comte, to insist upon 
Napoleon Bonaparte receiving viaite. He is master ol 
his own interior to receive those only whom he pleases. 
I do not interfere in the least with this, but the orderiy 
officer is chafed with a duty of great responsibilily, 
and he must have the means to perform it." 
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* Two days later Major Gorreqner called at de Mon- 
tholon's request, witli the same negative result ; and 
the day after, the Govemor again visited Mm, to correct 
certain misapprehensions which, from the Major's report, 
the Count appeared to have conceived with regard to the 
rule as to seeing Napoleon daily being an " innovation." 
The Governor showed de Montholon two papers which 
conclusively proved that the regulation had been made 
by Admiral Cockbum previous to Sir Hudson's arrival 
in the island, and on this point the Count expressed 
himself as quite satisfied. It would be wearisome to 
describe each of these interviews ; they are merely 
repetitions of the same expostulations on the one side 
and evasions on the other. But they led to no result. 
The passive resistance continued, and the orderly officer's 
life became an intolerable burden to him in consequence. 

There is only one matter that deserves to be men- 
tioned, as it throws another gleun of light on O'Meara's 
double-dyed treachery. > De Montholon Btat«d that one 
of the main causes of Napoleon's hatred of the Governor 
was O'Meara's having told him that Sir Hudson had 
ordered Tiim to repeat everything he heard, and to give 
an account of all that happened at Longwood ; in 
fact, he was to be a spy ; and that because he had 
refused, the Governor had forbidden him to speak to 
them on any subject but medicine, and only to " feel 

< Lowe Pajters, vol. iiL p. 71. ' Ibid. p. 76. 
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their pulsee." 8ii Hudson replied l^t this was abeo- 
lately false, and the Count said he gave the fullest 
credit to the aasniance. ' The Governor then asked de 
Montholon what he would think of O'Meara when he 
heard of his pledge of secrecy to the Emperor, and his 
subsequent violation of the promise during a period of 
nearly two years, " Well then," replied the Coont, 
" I would say that he was a rascal ; that you have 
acted like a man of honour, and he like a man void 
of principle. But I was never the dupe of O'Meara. 
I saw clearly through all his manoeuvres. I knew he 
often wrote to you reports of conveisationa he had had 
with ufl." 

On the following day, at another interview with the 
Governor, de Montholon said of O'Ueara : ' " He is just 
the man to be always placing himself in a false position ; 
be cannot help it ; he must be always stirring ; always 
agitating; always doing something. He wanted to 
pick up some anecdotes, some information, some details ; 
probably to make a book of them ; to make some profit 
by them; to make money." 

The same state of things still continned, and ill 
February, 1819, Lord Bathurst again insisted on the 
orderly officer seeing the Emperor twice a day. Bat 
it was one thing to give these urgent directiooB txam 
London and quite another to cany them out in St. 
Helena. 

* Lotee Papers, vol. iii. p. 77. * lUd. p. 76. 
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There is a touch of giim huuiom' in Captain Nicholls' 
diary, recording his efforts to perform his duty. On 
the 3rd of April, 1819, he writes : " Nearly twelve hours 
on my legs this day, trying to Bee Napoleon Bonaparte 
before I succeeded." Again on the 21st of July, " At 
least ten hours on my feet, walking about Longwood 
garden, but had no opportunity of seeing General 
Bonaparte. Weather so very bad, fear my health will be 
injured if this goes on," On the 25th, " Not able to get 
a sight ; since 8 a.m. spent six or seven hours walking 
about Longwood garden." 

From this purgatory the unhappy ofiQcer was released 
in October, 1819, by the sudden emergence of the exile 
from his hiding-place into the light of day. The Emperor 
b^an to walk about frequently, with the result that 
his health decidedly improved, his spirits became much 
better, and his relations with the Governor far more 
^reeable. 

It may be easily imagined with what delight this 
salutary change was hailed by poor Captain fHcholls. 
The entry in his diary on the event is almost pathetio 
in its whole-hearted sincerity. ^ On the 29th of Novem- 
ber, he writes : " Greneral Bonaparte out early this 
moxning, employed in his favourite garden with Count 
Montholon, the valets, Chinese gardeners, storemen, etc. 
llie General in his morning gown, amidst his people, at 

' Lowe Paptra, vol. iii. p. 196. 
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work directing them — takes a spade at times, and begms 
to put in seeds. Messages to me for carts, shovels, and 
spadea. God send he may always continne in this 
humour during my residence at Longwood." 

Before closing this chapter, let us describe im occur- 
rence which again displays the Governor's good-natoie 
and chivalrous courtesy. Madame de Montholon having 
left the island, ' Madame Bertrand naturally felt very 
lonely, particularly during the period of Napoleon's 
seclusion. She complained of this to Sir Hudson, who 
reminded her that he had consented, at her husband's 
suggestion, to a proposal that Bertrand should present a 
list of fifty persona for his (Lowe's) approval, who woold 
be allowed to visit Longwood without a pass, upon the 
invitation of Xapoleon. The Governor said the list 
not having been prepared, he had proposed to de Mon- 
tholon to frame one, but the ofier had never been 
accepted. He added that there had always been, 
among those frequenting his house, never less than 
twelve at liberty to visit Longwood without any pass from 
him. This number would now be augmented, and he 
would inform the persons comprehended in it that there 
would be no objection to their visits on his part. 

Madame Bertrand immediately forwarded a list of 
names, which she begged the Governor to send to the 
orderly officer, with instructions to allow those persons 

' Lotoe Papers, voL iii. pp. 183, 184. 
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to visit without a pass, and Sir Hodson courteously 
assented. 

The Countess, by the way, won the goodwill and 
regard of all who knew her. She was very agreeable, 
and had been a handsome woman, and bei presence 
must greatly have alleviated Napoleon's exile. Very 
difierent was her husband. His influence was always 
exerted to inflame Napoleon's irritation, and his be- 
haviour to the Governor was consistently brutal 
and insulting. Lord Bathurst, in September, 1819, 
wrote that the condnct of Bertrand made it unfit for 
Sir Hudson to communicate with him any longer, and 
that if de Uontholon went, he was to address himself 
to Buonavita, or either of the other two gentlemen who 
were going out with the chaplain. 

It is worthy of note that the better relations which 
had latterly manifested themselves between the Gover- 
nor and Napoleon were in no sense due to any altera- 
tion in the methods of the former regarding bis charge. 
All the regulations which had been established with 
the sole object of preventing the exile's escape were 
still maintained, for they were absolutely necessary. 
So long as the one paramount purpose could be achieved, 
every eflort was made by Lowe to alleviate the in- 
evitable hardship of the Emperor's confinement. This, 
as we have shown, had been his line of conduct all 
along, and this it now continued to be. It was Napo- 
leon himself who, by abandoning bis puerile and veza- 
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HooB opposrtioD to an obTionsly leaaonable and neoes- 
Bsiy regolation, enabled more Batisfaotoiy idationa 
to be established between Longwood and Plantation 
Hoase. 
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THE SUBLIME AND THE BIDIOUIiOUS 

"VTAPOLEON'S conduct at St. Helena displayed, in 
''-' a petty and contemptible manner, all the artifice 
and trickery wluch had characterized his career on the 
stupendous stage of European politics. We have 
shown by hia letter to Junot the calculated treachery 
of which he was capable, on a colossal scale ; and his 
whole policy had been based upon an utter disregard 
of the elementary principles of honesty and fair dealing. 
His buUetins proved what an adept he was in unblush- 
ing mendacity, and his published letters contain damning 
evidence that no object was too mean to be the victim 
of hia unparalleled tyranny. 

Before a great pubhc character can be assigned his 
proper position in the records of history, his career mnst 
be judged as a whole. It is not enough to consider 
him in the full blaze of glory ; the historian will attach 
an equal importance to his bearing under misfortune, 
for that is the real touchstone of greatness, and like 
other so-called great men, Napoleon Bonaparte lament- 
ably fails when judged by this standard. 
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In eatimating gieatnesB it is neceesaiy, ako, to ooq- 
eider the objects aimed at, the means need to attain 
them, and the final result. Foi twenty je&is Napoleon 
had been engaged in a bloody contest with the rest of 
EhiTope. He had pierced the centre of his focB — 
Austria and Prussia, the two great central Powers of 
the Continent, had been cruBhed, although En^and, 
the citadel of Freedom, still defied all his efforts. Bat 
on the right and left wings of this " far-flung battle 
line " he had been hopelessly worsted. Rusaia on the 
extreme right and the Iberian Peninsula on the eztreme 
left, restored the fortunes of the field, and having thus 
given rallying time to the centre, left h 
the earth in 1814. 

The object of Napoleon's ambition wi 
nothing less than the establishment of a vast European 
Empire, with France as the dominant force, and Paris 
as the capital. A really great man would never have 
undertaken such a hopeless enterprise, because its 
conception mvolved the disregard of moral forces 
which must inevitably have triumphed over mere aimed 
coercion. The undying spirit of nationalitj, whi^ 
strangely enough he had made use of in bis Italian 
campaigns, was bound to assert itself. Differences of 
race, of language, of religion, presented an insormount- 
able barrier to the fulfilment of this visionaxy scheme ; 
which, by the way, was still further m^jnified hy hia 
dream of an Asiatic Empire as well, the lealiaatkni 
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of whicli te attempted in hifi Egyptian campaign, 
only to be foiled by the maritime prowess of England. 
He therefore attempted to attain the manifestly unat- 
tainable, and in tbis aspect of his career entirely failed 
in the first condition of greatness. 

As to the means adopted to accomplish this chimeri- 
cal design, they were utterly inadequate to the task. 
Depending on France aa the mainstay of his policy, 
he bled her nearly to death, and exhausted her'resources, 
BO that be had to fight the campaign which was decided 
at Leipzig with an army of boys ; the manhood of 
France having been left to perish, during the previous 
year, amidst the snows of Russia, He forced to co- 
operate with him, as unwiUii^ allies, the Powers of 
Central Europe which he had conquered, apparently 
forgetting that he was thus training in the art of w&r 
armi^ which would turn upon him at the first indica- 
tion of failure. But perhaps the maddest part of his 
pohcy was that which was directed to crushing England 
by decrees against her commerce, a policy which was 
powerless against Britain so long as she held command 
of the seas, and, in so far as it was elective, brought 
ruin on the trading classes of the Continent, thus raising 
up against him a hatred of self-interest, perhaps as 
dangerous as the spirit of nationahty itself. 

The results of this insane ambition may be summed up 
in two words — St. Helena. After twenty years of 
bloodshed and tieacheiy tbis was the lame and impotent 
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ooDclosioD. Of what avail was it to tztnmph at A 
litz, only to be beaten at Moscow, or to win Jena and 
lose Waterloo t Did not Leipzig obliterate Wagiam, 
and WBB not the goigeons life of the TniHeEles only the 
precuisoi of the psltiy existence of Longwood. 
Even had he succeeded in building up bis vorid- 
empiie, what possible hope could there have been of its 
permancmce ? Is it foi one moment to be donbted 
that the mighty fabric would have leeohed itself into 
its primeval atoms under the feeble sway of his son ; 
a sickly youth who died of conBomption at the age ol 
one-and-twenty ? Such is the ineradioable vioe <& 
aleolute goveroment. In itself, under a despot of 
genius and eulightemnent, it is probably the most "ffi'iifiirt 
form of government known to mankind, thotif^ 
whether, in the long run, it is even then good for ihe 
governed is quite another matter. Its fatal weaknesi 
hes in the absence of any guarantee for the transmiasicHl 
of power to equally capable hands, and this has bem 
the ruin of aU the great empire in history. 

On the day on which Napoleon Bonaparte allied 
himself in marriage with tiie most ancient imperial 
dynasty in Europe,.* he appears to have contracted 
that most dangerous and hopeless of mental diseasei, 
known scientifically as megalomania, and in vulgar 
parlance as " swelled head." It appears to have tams- 

1 Bilation Ciramstimeiie de la Cam-pagne de Smtif m 181S) 
E- lAbaune, 4t)h Ed, p. 6, etc 
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formed Tiim from an Alexander into a Darius. Nothing 
else can account for his extiaoidinaiy folly in rushing 
to his destruction in the Moscow cunpaign ; in viola- 
tion of aO the rules of war, and against the remonstranoeB 
both of his civil and militaiy advisers. FufEed op with 
more than Herodian vanity, he plunged into the savage 
deserts of Lithuania, ^without any properly oi^anized 
commissariat ; and, utterly disregarding the safety 
of his retreat, penetrat«d as far as Moscow, leaving 
Tschikagow with the Army of Moldavia to capture 
his military d^pdts, and cut hiTn off from all communi- 
cation with the West, ' By his extraordinary vacilla- 
tion and lethargy, he allowed the Eussian Army to 
escape at Borodino, as he afterwards allowed the Pros- 
sians to escape at Ligny. His whole conduct through- 
out the former battle showed that his military genius 
had been smothered under the imperial robes, 'At the 
moment when the Russian line had been broken, and 
there only wanted a final effort to achieve a crushing 
victory, he refused, in spite of urgent entreaties, to let 
loose the Young Guard. Ney was goaded, by this 
unlooked-for refusal to strike the decisive blow, into 
an outburst of fury : " Have we," he burst forth. 



» Ibid. p. 32, etc. 

■ Hialoire de la Grande Armee Ttendanl Vannie 181Si voL L 
p. 386, General Comte de S^gur. 

" The Sisters of Napolam, p. ISO, Joseph Tunjaon. (Transla- 
tion by W, R, H. Trowbridge.) 
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" been btoag^t all this distance to content onzselves 
with occupying a battlefield ? What is the Empeioi 
doing in the lear of the army ? There he can only 
bring apon us defeat infltead o£ victory. As he won't 
make war himself, as he is no longer the general, as he 
wants to play the emperor on all occasions, let him 
return to the Tuileries, and leave us to be generals 
for him." Driving Austria herself into the arms of 
the coalition in the campaign of 1813 by his overweenii^ 
arrogance, he thus deprived hinaelf even of the advan- 
tage he had gained by his imperial alliance, and completed 
the ruin begun by his mad aggression against Alexander. 

The gaudy, meretricious glitter of his parvenu Court ; 
his childish delight in attiring himself in theatricolfy- 
devised robes — the d-devant Jacobin! — with absnzd 
bats, decorated with ostrich feathers ; the ridiculouB 
hunting-parties at Fontainebleau, where the cavsliexs 
and dames were rigged out in mountebank apparel 
suggestive of a travelling circus — all these extravagances 
and follies show a mental decrepitude which fully 
accounts for the painful descent from the jsenith of 
Austerbtz to the nadir of Waterloo. 

We have seen the absurd and undignified dodges 
to which Napoleon resorted in order to prevent the 
orderly officer from carrying out bis duties, and the 
exemplary consideration and forbearance which the 
Governor displayed in the face of such contumed pro- 
vocation. It is a lamentable and deplozable ^>ectacle 
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to witness the man who had made and unmade kings 
descending to the schoolboy expedient of looking with 
a Bpy-glass through holes boied in the windows of his 
billiard- loom. 

Like a schoolboy, however, he tiled at last of thia 
paltry game, and came to the conclusion that, like 
" Candide," he would be better employed in " cultivat- 
ing his garden." As stated by Captain Nicholls, he 
threw himself with zest into his novel pursuit, and 
Lord Bathurst, when informed of this new departure, 
gave another proof of the desire of the British Govern- 
ment to alleviate his lot in every way in its power. His 
lordship, on the 2nd of June, 1820, wrote to the 
Governor offering to send plants from the Cape or any 
other British settlement, or from England, which 
Napoleon might desire to have for his ^ garden, and 
stated that no effort would be wanting to procure and 
forward them to St. Helena. He added that if Kapoleon 
wished to have seeds or plants, either from the Cape 
or the Mauritius, Sir Hudson was authorized at once 
to address the Governor of those places, who would, 
Lord Bathurst was sure, lose no time in giving effect 
to the communication. 

This plunge into horticulture, however, was the 
occasion for a curious display of the mental decrepitude 
into which the Emperor had fallen. ■ On the 20th 
of January, 1820, three goats belonging to the Countess 

^ lata Pa-pere, voL iii. p. 238. ■ Ibid. p. 206. 
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Bertfand stxayed into the Longwood garden, and the 
great conqueror promptly shot one of them. The 
CouBtesB, feaODg a like fate for the other two, praoited 
them to Mrs. Kingamill, the wife of one of tlie English 



l!his first example of his prowess aa a maikflman 
seenm to have whetted Napoleon's appetite, for a few 
days after he distinguished himself by shooting three 
hens, following up this achievemeat next day by shoot- 
ing a kid belongii^ to his groom, which he caught 
trespaaaing. This " sport " seemed to afford him mndi 
amusement, for he sent one of his servants to buy aanta 
yoong goats for him, in order that he might serve them 
in the same way. 

' On the 6th of February he got into trouble with his 
valet, Noverraz, by shooting two hens belonging to 
that person, who was so ofieuded by this poaching od 
his preserves, that he wanted to leave Napoleon'a 
service, and was only with difficulty dissuaded by the 
Governor from that extreme course. 

' On the I2th of February he renewed his operations 
on the tame members of the lower creation by shooting 
a rabbit, which he caused to be let out for the purpose, 
following this up on the 14th by the slao^tei of another 
goat, after having once missed it ; while, on the SOtii, 
yet another goat that had escaped from a small pen 
into the garden fell a victim to bis deadly fowling-pieoe. 

■ Lowe Papers, vol iii. p. 210. ■ Ibid. p. 2lik 
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* A qn&ny of nobler kind next preeented itself in 
the eliape of a bnllook, which, with a compaaion, was 
found, unfortunately for itself, trespaaaing on the 
sacred ground from an adjacent farm. He immediately 
sent for hia trusty weapon, loaded with ball, and 
promptt^ proceeded to despatch] tjie intmdei with a 
bullet throi^h its neck. De Montholon infonned 
the orderly officer that Napoleon had avowed hia 
intention of treating similarly any other beast oi bird 
that he might detect in the like intmsion. 

This new diversion of the Emperor caused consider- 
able uneasiness to those responsible for his custody, and 
it formed the subject of some anxious conferences. 
The Governor discussed the situation with Montchenu, 
the French Commissioner. Sir Hudson e^reeaed 
the opinion that firing with bail appeared to him a 
thing 'tris inconvenaAle for a person in Bonaparte's 
situation, to which Montchenu rather unfeelingly 
replied that it most certainly was ; and added that if 
the Emperor should happen to kill a man instead of a 
goat, the Governor would find himself unable to do 
anything with him, except perhaps, to confine him 
more closely. The dilemma which would have then 
presented itself opens ap an interesting subject for 
speculation, but would seem to be in the nature of an 
insoluble problem. Napoleon's position was so abso- 
lutely exceptional, that it is difficult to imagine what 
■ Lowe Paper*, vol iii. p. 217. » Ibid. p. 211, 
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could liave been dooe in each ciicamBtancea. Undes 
what law could he have been indicted, who had heetx 
declared by the civilized Powers of Europe to be oatside 
all law ? It would seem that beyond compensatdng 
the family of the victim, and politely le^uesting the 
incaatious sportsman to be careful in fntnre to take 
better aim, nothing could have been done. Fortunately, 
the dilemma did not arise, and the destruction was con- 
fined to the unfortunate brute creation. 

It is pleasant to turn from this spectacle of grotesque 
degradation to another example of the good aide of the 
Emperor's nature. We have seen already on two 
occasions how dashes of nobility of character lit up the 
gloom of his blood-stained career — once when he re- 
proved Mrs.Balcombe for her unfeeling conduct towards 
a gang of poor black slaves, and told her to " teepect 
the burden " ; and again when tiie orderly officer kindly 
offered to infringe his orders by abstaining from accom- 
panying Napoleon on his rides, a proposal which the 
Emperor refused to sanction lest it might get the officer 
into trouble with his superiors. 

' And now, on a third occasion he showed the same 
consideration. A non-commissioned officer, in charge 
of one of the pickets placed around Longwood, had 
by mistake stopped some of the servants of the house- 
hold while they were within bounds, and had demanded 
their names. As soon as Napoleon heard of the ooooi- 
> Lotoe Papert, vol. iii p. 23a 
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rence he was much concerned lest the mistake should 
get t^e seigeant into trouble. He at once sent de 
Montholou to Captain Lutyens, who had succeeded 
NichoUs as orderly officer, to request the GovemoE 
on his behalf that the offender should not be punished ; 
and calling Axchambaud to him, severet^ rated him 
for having said anything about tiie matter. 
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llfifj have DOW arrived at the " last scene of all, that 
*' ends this strange, eventful histoiy." 

1 Towards the close of 1820, Napoleon's powers weie 
manifestly failing, and in the month of November hie 
health grew rapidly worse. He was subject to frequent 
vomiting and acute pains in the stomach. His pallor 
became ghastly ; he suffered from a deadly chill, and 
was much oppressed with drowsiness. He was usually 
confined to his bed, with Antommarchi in constant 
though useless attendance. When he did get up, his 
feebleness was extreme, and he walked with great 
difficulty. Early in December, he fainted after retom- 
ing from a drive. He could not retain his food, and 
daily became weaker, though in spite of all, he obstin- 
ately refused to see Dr. Amott. In Antommarchi he 
had, as we have already said, no confidence whatever. 
Early in 1821 his attendants became extremely 
anxious, although no immediate danger was antioi- 
pated. He was still able occasionally to go foe a 
* Lovx Papers, vol. iii. p. Ml. 
298 
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drive, but requiied assistaace in getting into and alight- 
ing from the carriage. Dr. Shortt, physician to the 
Forces, arrived at St. Helena, and his services were 
at once offered by the Govemoi in addition to thoae of 
Di. Amott, but the ofier remained unanswered. 

In February the Emperor was attacked with con- 
stant sickness, and the difficulty of retaining food greatly 
increased. It was found that meat jelly, made from 
veal, was most easUy assimilated ; and the " inhuman '* 
Governor immediately had a supply sent for Napoleon's 
use from Plantation House. The "brutal" gaoler 
furthermore despatched his cook to Longwood, as the 
chef was exceptionally skilled in soups, of which the 
unfortunate Emperor partook with great relish. So 
palatable was this deUcacy, indeed, that de Montholon 
told Gapt. Lutyens, " It was so good that the danmed 
doctor would not let the patient eat much of it." 

The new house was now ready, but alas ! the Emperor 
was destined never to occupy it. In his present con- 
dition he preferred to remain in his old quarters ; he felt, 
no doubt, that his career was rapidly drawing to a close, 

• De Montholon tells us that he was a very difficult 
patient to manage ; worse than a child of two years 
he could do nothing with him. 

During his last drive his mind had begun to wander, 
and his speech was incoherent. He stitl, however, 
obstinately refused to see another doctor. Soon he 

* LoKt Papers, voL iiL p. 266. 
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ceased to take an interest in newspapers, or anytluDg 
in the octet world. ^ The' Governor saw de Mont^olon 
at Longwood, and on taking leave rraiewed his offer 
to send anything from Plantation Hooae that Napoleon 
might be inclined to take. A stiai^e action for a man 
who has been held up to execraticoi as a monster of 
cruelty ! De Montholon, at all events, was touched 
by Lowe's solicitude foi the poor dying man, and grate- 
fully expressed his thanks, saying, " I am perfectly 
sensible of your obliging offer, and fnlly persuaded of 
the attention you are disposed to manifest on this 
occasion." 

Dr. Amott tried to see Napoleon on the 25th of 
March, 1821, but could only get into communication wiUi 
de Montholon, who said that Antonunarchi called the 
disease "gastric intermittent fever." The Emperor 
now refused to take medicine, saying with infinite 
pathos, that he would leave his illness to nature. 

At lei^th Napoleon consented to receive Amott, 
provided it was quite understood that the doctor would 
treat him just like any other patient. The assurance 
was, of course, given ; it was the Governor's known 
wish. No bulletins would be issued, or if they should 
prove to be absolutely necessary, notice would be given 
to the Emperor's friends in the first instance. 

Dr. Amott visited Napoleon's bedside for the first 
time on the night of the 1st of April, 1821. He e 
■ Lowe Paj>en, voL iiL p. 28S. 
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the patient's poise and the state of his skin, and found 
coDBiderable debility, but nothing to indicate immediate 
danger. In a letter to the Ciovemot, Sir Thomas 
Beade stated that Amott appeared to think that 
Napoleon was not affected with any serious complaint ; 
it was probably more mental than anything else. 

On the 16th of April, Amott reported to the Grovemor 
that Napoleon was not so well ; there appeared much 
prostration of strength, and his mind seemed greatly 
agitated. He himself pathetically told the doctor 
that he had abandoned all hopes of recovery, and that 
he well knew that anything Aniott could do would only 
be palliative. 

On the 28th the Governor wrote Admiral Lambert 
that Dr. Amott had informed him that the Emperor 
had become much worse than he had ever seen him 
before, and that his condition was very serious. Sii 
Hudson enclosed a note he had sent de Uontholon, in 
which he offered the instant attendance of any medical 
man who might be on the island, as he had before 
offered the services of Dr. Shortt, physician to the 
Forces. Next day Captam Crokat, the new orderly 
(^cer, reported that according to de Montholon, Napo- 
leon had passed a bad night, constantly tal kin g and 
quite delirious. 

At midnight on the 30th Napoleon was suddenly 
seized with ctiillinesa, and became as cold as ice. £Qs 
pulse was not perceptible, and he appeared as if he were 
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snfiocating. AnfoHmnaichi was seat foi and thought 
him dying ; he rallied, however, from this attack. 

^ De UontholoQ told Amott that he had mentioiied 
to the patient tiie Governor's earnest desire that h« 
should have additional medical advice, and that Napo- 
leon had replied, " No. I know I am dying, bnt I 
have perfect confidence in the people already about me, 
and do, not wish others called in." As Antommarchi 
and Amott could not agree as to the proper treatment 
to be adopted. Sir Hudson made a last eSoit to induoe 
the djTng man to have additional advice. On the 3rd 
of May he called on de Montholon, accompanied by 
Amott and Gorreqner, and Bald that where there was 
a di£Eerence of opinion such a course must sorely be 
satislactory to Antommarchi as it would relieve him of 
an immense responsibility, especially where life or 
death was in question. It was therefore arranged that 
as soon as the Emperor became unconscious the docton 
should be admitted to the bedside. 

By this time Napoleon was sinking rapidly. He 
wandered greatly, asked who was attending him, and 
on de Montholon replyii^, Antommarchi, repeated the 
name as if surprised, and said he did not know such a 
person, asking who- he was. "Is it not," said he, 
" O'Meara who continues always to attend me ! " 

* Between three and four p.m, Antommardii cuoe to 

Gorreqner, who remained continuoasly at Lcmgwood, 

' lam Papers, toL iii. p. 2S1, * lUd. p. 285. 
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and ezpreased his desite to have a (xmsoltation with th« 
Ei^lish doctors in tiis own room, saying Nspolerai ma 
dying and woold probably not live througli tlie day. 
Goneqaei immediately had Dib. Shortt and Wtohell 
smnmoned to Longwood by signal, and they soon 
arrived. The coufiultation was then held, although 
they did not see the Emperor. They prescribed some 
medicine, however, which afiorded the Emperoi tem- 
porary relief. 

1 Napoleon died on the 5th of May, 1821, at about 
ten minutes to six in the evening. By a curious coinci- 
dence, while he was in the last agony, a violent tempest 
swept over the island, shaking houses to their very 
foundations, and nprootii^ many large trees, a fitting 
accompaniment to the death of him who had himself 
for twenty years been a devastating whirlwind, ahalring 
down thrones, destrc^ing kingdoms, and scattering 
death broadcast throughout the length and breadth of 
Europe. His last words, " T&e de VArmee" were in 
keeping with his career. 

Thus died, on a remote island in the Atlantic, the 
man whose name had for so loi^ been the terror of the 
civilized world. Had he kept a due proportion between 
his objects and the means of accompliehing them, he 
might have founded a new and permanent dynasty 
in France, for there can be no question that as 
administrator and oi^anizer he has no equal in history. 
' i/Mt Papers, toL iii. p. 287, 



Digitized byGoOgIC 



S04 THE REAL MABTTB OF ST. HELENA 

If genius be, as haa been said, " an infinite capacity 
for taking pains," then vas Napoleon Bonaparte 
indeed a genius of the lugbeat otdei. Hia intel- 
lect, which could grasp at a glance the moat complex 
affairs of state, could also descend to the minutest 
details of administration. That he i&ised France 
fiom the ruin entailed on hei by Jacobinical madness 
to the zenith of prosperity, camiot be denied, although 
it proved to be but " a brief dream of nnrftmaining 
glory." Her finances, which had been plunged into 
chaos, he re-established on a firm and sound basis, and 
if he ruled the French people with an iron hand tax 
heavier Uian that of the old r^gune, it must be iem«n- 
bered that his system was approved and confirmed 
by the Nation. He tamed the Revolutionary dragon 
and harnessed it to his triumphal car. Under his rule 
order was evolved out of anarchy, and modem ideas 
reconciled with ancient monarchical ^orms. He had 
also that most invaluable possession of a ruler, t^e 
eagle glance that could by inspiration select the fittest 
instruments to carry out his vast designs. In Talley- 
rand he had the greatest Minister for Foreign AAaizs 
that ever lived. Id Fouch6 the most consummate, 
crafty and unscrupulous intriguer that ever manipu- 
lated a police force. It is true they both betrayed him 
at last, but that was the nature of the men, and so Itmg 
as he was useful to them they remained faithful to 
him. Of his gener»ls it is nsnecessaiy to speak. It 



Digitized byGoOgIC 



DEATH 306 

ia snfficient merely to mention the names of Key and 
Davout ; Hiiiat and Lannes ; Gouvion St. Gyr and 
llacdonald ; Mannont and Mass^na, Soalt and Junot. 

And yet, after placing all these achievements to his 
credit, he left France bereft of the flower of her man- 
hood, and with all the conqBests of the Republic, the 
CoDsnlBte and the Empire vanished into thin aii. At 
the close of his career Fiance fomid heisell restricted 
within the^frontiers which she had poBsessed at the acces- 
fflon of Louis XYI to the throne. All the titanic con- 
vulfiiona which Europe had undei^one for twenty years — 
the rivera of blood that had been shed, the devastation 
she had suffered, the millions that had been squandered 
in sanguinary wars — had resulted in this most lame and 
impotent conclusion. 

I But more than all this, his insane ambition put back the 
clock of orderly progress for more than a generation. Ex- 
hausted by her long-drawn-out agony, Europe remained 
" like a corpse on the dissecting table," under the grim 
and ruthless repression of the Holy Alliance, And as 
" the evil that men do lives after them," the " Napo- 
leonic legend " was the cause of the downfall of France 
in 1870, so that one may fairly say that Napoleoniem 
in the end not only reduced France to her ancient 
boundaries, but deprived her of the only substantial 
fruits of the ruinous wars of Louis XIV in the loss of 
two of her fairest provinces. 

The first Empire ended in the rout of Waterloo, the 



Digitized byGoOgIC 



306 THE REAL MARTYR OP ST. HELENA 

second in the colossal catastxophe of Sedan. Fianoa 
haa indeed paid heavily for the " gteatnesB " of the 
Bonaparte family. 

So much as to France. For the rest of Europe, 
which is what most conceroB Englishmen, he was an 
unmitigated blight and pestdence. He was the most 
inveterate and most dangerous eaemy this oountzy 
ever had to encoimter. For nearly a generation he k^ 
Europe in one continual convulsion, until at last hia 
very name was used to frighten children in the norsery. 
When England, by her heroic deteimination, had 
stricken down this appaUing menace to the tranquillity 
of mankind, a deep sigh of relief ran through the civi- 
lized world. For the first time for nigh twenty years 
men could go about their daily avocations, and sleep 
through the night, without being oppressed as wit^ a 
deadly nightmare ; and after such an experience it was 
the highest statesmanship to take due precautions that 
the world should not be plunged back into barbarism. 
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Heniy ; the Abh& Yignali and three of the Longvood 
Bervanta. 

The antopay clearly proved that death was due to 
caocer of the stomach, that organ being found to be in 
a Bhocking state. The liver was exceptionally la^;e, 
but perfectly healihy, thus proving O'likara's diagnosis 
to have been utterly wrong. 

A report on tiie canse of death, attributing it to oanoer 
of the stomach, was signed by all the doctors present, 
except Antommarchi, who expressed his oonoocrenoe 
with the opinion of the other medical men, bnt exonaed 
himself on the groond that the report was drawn up in 
a language which he did not undeistand. ^ The docu- 
ment was then translated to him, and he thereupon 
asked Bertrand what he should do. Bertrand, hostile 
to the last, forbade him to sign because, in the report, 
Napoleon was not styled " Emperor," and he would 
never consent that any attendant on his master shoukL 
sign a document in which he was not recognized by the 
imperial title. (Letter from Dr. Burton to Mr. Goulbuzn, 
13th of August, 1821.) It is important to bear these 
facts in mind, for Antommarchi afterwards, in his farrago 
of lies, asserted that the liver was afiected by ofazooio 
hepatitis. The members of Napoleon's suite, however, 
were perfectly satisfied that the cause of death was as 
stated by the medical men, and Bertrand in his ]i 



* Ifiwe Papen, voL liL p. 293. 
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to his biother and Caidinal Feacli explicitly stated this 
without qualification. 

Thus was the theory that Napoleon was suffering from 
chionic disease of the liver, induced by the insalubrious 
climate of St. Helena, entirely disproved. It must be 
clear to every reasonable person that wherever the 
Emperor had been interned, or indeed even if he had 
lemained on the throne, he must sooner or later have 
succumbed to an hereditary complaint, against which 
the greatest medical skill was unable to contend. 

^Arrangements were next made for the funeral, 
whic^ was conducted with all the impressive pomp of a 
military burial. By a str&nge decree of destiny, the 
body was borne to the grave by British Grenadiers — 
those splendid soldiers against whom the " surging 
charges " of his squadrons " foamed themselves away." 
All the officiate of the island, mihtary, naval and 
civilian, joined the cort^, which was swelled by a 
numerous body of the inhabitants. Troops, with arms 
reversed, lined tiie route, and military bands played 
a funeral mareh ; while three volleys of musketry and 
a salvo of artillery boomed a requiem over the last 
resting-place of Napoleon Bonaparte. 

' The grave was situated in the midst of a garden, in 
a deep ravine, and the ground had been previously 
consecrated. Two weeping willows spread their droop- 

< Lom Papers, voL iii. p. 296. ■ Ibid. p. 397. 
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ing branches over the tomb, and a small fountam 
murmured near, the crystal watra of 'which had fux" 
Dished the Emperor with cool refreohment twice a day. 

' The Governor had the sacred spot surroimded with 
iron railings, to preserve the trees from the too-obtnisive 
attentions of the Emperor's admirers, for hardly had the 
grave been closed when branches began to be broken ofi 
foi souvenirs. It will show the d^th of base malignity 
to which Antonunarchi descended when we say that 
this thoughtful act of the Governor was by him attributed 
to the most unworthy motives. 

' On the 12th of May Sir Hudson, accompanied by 
Sir Thomas Reade and Major Gorreguer, proceeded to 
LoDgwood for the purpose of reading the £mpeEor*a 
Will, and taking an inventory of his efiects. He there 
met de Montholon and Bertrand, and in their presence 
examined the papers and other property. On a table 
were found two gold snuffboxes, in one of which was a 
card, directing its presraitation to Lady Holland ; and 
in the second a similar card assigning it to Dr. Amott 
in gratitude for his services. Dr. Amott also received 
from his illustrious patient a bequest of six hundred 
napoIeoQB, and later on the British Government 
awarded him an honorarium of £600. 

' Lowe Papers, voL iii. p. 297. 

" Demiers MomeiUe de Nation, Antonunarclii, vol. ii. p. 131 
(Paris, 189S). 

» Loioe Papers, vol iii p. 299. 
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It is deeply to be regretted that Napoleon in his Will 
should have bequeathed the sum of tea thousand 
francs to CantiUon, the miscreant who had attempted 
to mnider Wellington. The fact recalls us from the 
contemplation of a sad and solemn scene to the baser 
side of Napoleon's nature. The spirit vhich inspired this 
beqnest will best be realized by the terms in which it 
was made: 

" 5. Ten thousand francs to the non-commissioned 
officer Cantillon, who has been tried for having 
attempted to assassinate Lord Wellington, and ac- 
quitted. Cantillon had as much right to assassinate 
that oligarch, as the latter had to send me to perish on 
the rock of St. Helena. Wellington, who instigated 
that orime, sought to justify himself on the plea of the 
interests of Great Britain. Cantillon, had he actually 
assassinated that Lord, would have been covered and 
justified by a similar motive, the interests of France, in 
getting rid of a general who had, in addition, violated 
the capitulation of Paris, and by doing so, made himself 
responsible for the blood of the martyrs, Key, Lab^ 
doy^, etc. etc., and for the crime of despoiling the 
museums against the faith of treaties." 

Thus did the " great " Napoleon in a document, the 
very nature of which brings the writer face to face with 
his last moments, give the impress of his approval to the 
assassination of his most illustrious antagonist. 
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Let us tmn ftom this to a moie pleasmg thsme. ' It 
is Sftid, on the antboiity of Madame Bertraod, that 
Kapoleon on his death-bed earnestly begged her hnsband 
to use eveiy means in his power, consistently with 
honour, to effect a leconcOiation with Sir HodBon, 
saying that he hoped the effort would be HacceflBfnl, as he 
himself [had been the cause of the differences between 
them. Madame Bertiand fiuthei told Admiral I^m- 
bert, to whom she had commnnicated the Smpeior*B 
wishes in the matter, that hei hnsband was very deeiroiiB 
to carry out this djdng request. When the GoTemoi 
was apprized of this, he instantly resolved to bury in 
obhrion Bertrand's past conduct, and gladly accepted 
the proffered reconciliation. Bertrand and de Montho- 
lon accordingly called at Plantation House together on 
the 12th of May, and were received by Six Hudson in a 
friendly and courteous manner. Thus to the veiy lart 
did the Gtovemor continue to display the fine and 
chivalrous character he had shown all along, and prove 
himself to be a true English gentleman. 

The death of the Emperor led to a general ezodiu. 
The French exiles left the island shortly after the event, 
and Sir Hudson and his family departed on the 26th <^ 
July, 1821. 

The absurdity of Antommarchi's assertion that the 
Governor had instituted a re^ of tenor asumg the 

' Loux Papas, vol. iii. p. 29tL 
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inhabitantB was signifioantly ebova by the following 
address which they piesented to him before he left : 

"iSm,— 
" Ab youi Ezcelleiicy is upon the eve of leeignmg 
your authoiity on this island, we the imdeiugned inhabi- 
tants cannot be suspected of views of an interested 
natoie in lespectfully oSeiing oui most sincero and 
grateful acknowledgmeota foi the consideiation, jus- 
tice, impartiality and moderation which have distin- 
guished your govermnent. 

" A prominent measure of your Excellency was a 
proposal , which might have been expected to have been 
unpopulaE in a Colony where slavery had long been 
recognized. Yet, Sir, it met with the instantaneous 
and unanimous approbation of the inhabitants ; a 
result which afiords no slight proof of our entire confi- 
dence in your concern for our welfare. 

" Under the existence of such ties between Governor 
and governed, and your marked discountenancing of any 
rising indication of party spirit, it is easy to aocoont for 
the tranquillity and comfort we have enjoyed during 
your Excellency's residence amongst ua. 

" Finding we cannot have the happiness of the con- 
tinuation of your Excellency's government, we beg you 
will accept the aasniance of oui sincere, respeotfal 
and affectionate wishes for the heaUh and prosperity 

' Loux Papert, vol. iii. p> 313. 
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of your ExceUeocy and of every member of yooi 
family." 

As this document pointedly observes, it bears sin- 
cerity on the face of it, Tlie signatories could not poesibly 
have been actuated by that species of gratitude which 
is said to be " a lively sense of favours to come." The 
Governor was about to leave them ; they could expect 
notliing from him, and it ia therefore a most valuable 
testimony to tus sterling qualities, and to the regard in 
wliich he was held by all outside the infected area of 
Longwood. It must have been some small consolation 
for the BLX years of martyrdom Sir Hudson Lowe Lad 
endured from the feminine spite of hie French tonnentors. 

1 Another balm to his outraged feelings he received 
before his departure, in the shape of the following 
despatch from Lord Bathurst : 

" I am happy to assure you that your conduct has 
received His Majesty's appTobation, It is most satis- 
factory to His Majesty to observe that no measuzea 
were omitted by you for the purpose of placing at 
General Bonaparte's disposal the best medical advice, 
and of affording every relief and alleviation of his 
suSerings during the latter period of his life, of which his 
state admitted. After the discusmons ^lich have talran 
place between yourself and General Bonaparte's attea- 
> Lowt Puftra, voL iiL p. 311. 
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dants, it is no inconfiidetable giati£cation to observe 
that ifyoui offers of service were latterly declined, the 
refusal to accept them seems to have arisen, not from 
any unwillingness on the part of Greneral Bonaparte 
to do justice to your motives, but from the satisfaction 
which he expressed himself to feel in the talents and 
conduct of the medical o^ers who had been already 
selected to attend on him. 

" His Majesty has further commanded me to avail 
myself of this opportunity to repeat that general appro- 
bation of your conduct during the time you have adminis- 
tered the government of St. Helena, which I have on 
particular occasions had so often the pleasure of convey- 
ing. Placed as you have been in a situation, which 
must under any circumstances have been one of heavy 
responsibihty, but which particular events contributed 
to render yet more difficult and invidious, you dischaiged 
your ardous trust with strict fidehty, discretion and 
humanity, and have effectually reconciled the two main 
duties of your command, combining the secure detention 
of General Bonaparte's person, which was of necessity 
the paramount object of your attention, with every 
practicable consideration and indulgence which your 
own disposition prompted, and your instmctiona 
authorized you to show to his peculiar situation." 

1 On the 14th of November, 1821, Sir Hudson was 
^ laux Papers, vol. iii. p. 315. 
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